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HIS obſtinare diftrmper ch hang) upon 


you, greatiy alarms, me; and, tho 


bs 4 1 


# 


how extremely, temperate you, are, yet J. am afraid 


F 


4 43% 


ration. Let me intreat you then to reſiſt it with a 


your diſeaſe ſhould get the better of your mode- 


determined abſtemiouſneſs : a remedy, be aſſured, 


of all others the moſt noble, as well as the moſt fa- 


lutary. There is nothing impracticable in what 
| recommend : it is a rule, at leaſt, Which I always 


Aa 2 direct 


* 


— by 


372 THE EETTERS Book V1, 
direct my family to obſerve with reſpect to myſelf 
I hope, I tell them, that ſhould I be attacked with 
any diſorder, I ſhall deſire nothing of which | 
either ought to be aſhamed, or have reaſon to te. 
: pent; bqwever, if my diftemper ſhowy prevail 
_ over my reſolution, I forbid that any thing he 
given me but by the conſent of my phyſicians, | 
and I aſſure the people abopt me, that J ſhall re. 
ſent their compliance with me in things improper, 
as much as another man would Their refuſal, ! 


had once. moſp violent t fever ; 35 When the fit wa; | 
a little abated, and ] had been anginted * , ly | 
phyſician offered me ſomething to drink; Ide. 
fired he would firſt feel my pulſe, and upon his | 
ſeeming to think the fit was not. quite off, I in. 
ſtantiy returned the cup, tho it was juſt at my li. 
Afterwards, when I was preparing to go into 
the bath, twenty days from the' firſt attack of my | 
illneſs, perceiving. the phyſicians whiſpering to toge- 
ther, [enquired what they were faying. * hey . 
plied, they were of opinion I might poſtibly bathe 
wo Jafery, however that” they were not without 
fome e of hazard. bit gong % there, 

„ bid 
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2 Pogo 3 . al preſcribed by. _ fend 

Celſus, who ya riſhed, it is ſuppoſed, about this time, exprely | 

| recommends it in the remiſſion of acute diſtempers: ang! l- 
fteergue pertractari corpus, eliam in acutis et receniibus morbis 

: l ia remiſfone lane, Oer Oel med. ed. 3 


nid I, of doing it at all ? And thus, with great 
complicencys I gave up a pleaſure I was upon the 
point of enjoying, and abſtained from the batlt 
wich the ſame compoſure, I was going to enter 
l. I mention this, not only in order to enforce 
my advice by example; but alſo that this _ 
may be a fort. of tie upon me to perſe ver | 
he ſame reſolute abſtinence. for hy rar 
Farne SI t Wwols 5 110d 950 15! 
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10 ira, 10y3420t brig J SIR 
A* E you nor inconſiſtent with-yourſe)frwhen | 
you aſſure me you. Jiave:09--ihgermdifſiog 
from buſineſs, and yet at che ſame; time expreſs 
an earneſt deſire, to ſee, my works; upon which 
even ihe idle will ſcaree beſtow ſothè of their uſu- 
fs hours? of; will not chen break in upon 
your affairs Auting this ſummet. ſeaſong but when 
the return af winter ſhall: make it reaſonable to 
iuppoſe chat your evenings, ut leaft, may be dif- 
engaged; I will lock over my ttiſtes for ſomething 
to amuſt 'y6ur vacant hours: In the mesh while, 
1 ſhall( be well fariified, if my letters ate nor 
troublefoinez/ as I ſuſpeR they are, aodrlrefors 


ſhorten them. Farewell. 
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RE you drtrmined then to paſs your. whole 
< Erie between Lutania and“ Campana! 
Vour anſwer, I'fuppoſe, Will be, thut the former 
is your native country, and the latter that Gf yout 
wife. This, 1 admit, may Juſtify” a 160; bb. 
ſence, but I cannot allow it as a reaſon for 4 yer. 
petual one. But are you reſolved in good earnel; 
never to- return to Rome that theatre of dignities 
preferment, and ſocicty of every ſort? Are you 
vbſtinately: bent to live oor own maſter, and hep 

and riſs When you thihk proper? Willyop wee 
change your cry reſs for / tle habit of the row, i 

but end your Whole” Gays unemburraſſed by by. 
Fneſs 20 Ibis time, however; yo, ouldireuiſit our 
ſeene of hurry, were it only that youf rural plea- 
 Jureh may notBrowfanpuic by enjoyzhent* appen 
at the levees of thegreiitythur you may enjoy the 
ſame honor yourſelf .wittonore: farifaRion 3 and 
wk 48 0buttrowdy thatryeu may hays a/fironger, 
roliſm forthe! clnirms- uf ſolitude : But am I no! | 
3 hr ak Weng, che friend »woulditecall? 
mſtanees Perhaps, e 
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C Comprehending the Baſilicata, x province in the kingdom 


= <3 called . see B. vi. ler + "ah 
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bock Ul 0 b iu is 
you every day More and more to Wrap Sas 
in retirement. All however I. Mean 50 perſuade 
jou to, is only be intErnit, hot fenovape pur te- 
poſe. If 1 were te inv he you $5 2. feaſt a8. I 
would blend diſhes of a qharpor taſte; with thoſe: of 
a more luſcious kind, in order 40 raiſe. the ede f 


mer 
90 our palate by the one, which had heen flattenei 
by the other; ſo I no adyiſe you to egliyen- the 
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700 held read, it foe ms, in falle ad 70 
geſirous to Know, 1 how it Happthed 1 that a 

man of! my gravity (as, you are” ' pleifed' to call me, 
tho! in truth only not a trifler) could fall into this 


I way of compoſition. . To take the account then 
* a good Way back; ede | mots acquaint you; thatT 
a had always: ag inglipation to pgetry, inſormuch chat 
18 when 1 was deen ears of age, I compoſed a 
"yY Tragedy | in Greek. If you Should aſk. qie what 


fort of one? L pelt 1 don't Know; all that I re- 
member of it is that it Was called a Tragedy. Some 
time afterwards, iti my return from the army, being 
| detained in the iſland of Icaria by contrary 
_ binds, * vented my ſpleen againſt that Place in 
. a 4 1 ane 


5 ' fn iſland 3 in the Archipelago now | talled Nigaria, 


Wes ( 
9555 THE LETTERS Bock vn 
ſome Latin Elegies. I have fines made ſome At- 
| tempts in the heroic kind; but cheſe are the 64 
Hendecaſyllables J ever compoſed; to which the 
| Following accident gave birth. The tveatiſe g 
Aſinius Gallus was rend to me ont day at Lauren 
titinum, wherein he draws a.\corhpaviſoaibedrer 
his father and Cicero; and thete I met with a 
epigram of Tully's on his favorite Tiro. Upon 
retiring to take my afternoon's nap (for it wa 
' ſummer time) and not being able to ſleep, I began 
to reflect that the greateſt orators have been fond 
| of poetry, and valued themſelves upon it. 1 tried 
therefore what I could do in this way; and tho'l 
had long diſuſed myſelf to things of this nature, 
I firuck out, in a much ſhorter time than I coyld 
= have imagined, the following lines upon the Jub- 
ject which gave r me the. firſt hint: i 


LS . 
: FI. {4:5 


| When Gallus 7 read, who W bar bis 7 
2 Had far more than 7 ully poetitul fire,” fe th 
The wiſeft of men, I perceiv d beld it fit 
Jo temper his wiſdom with lee and ith tn 
wh For 7 ully, grave Tully, in amorous Rains,” * 
3 the frauds of bis paramour Tito'coniplatit;"” _ 
"That faithleſs to love, and to Pleaſur 4 unf, 5 
8 Fron his promis d mbratd the arch tanto 9 16. 


175 121 +: 586899; 
drew. 
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d Seep. 217. note 2 
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dee VI. OF PLINEHT 437 


Then ſaid I to my heart, Why ſbouldft thou conceal 
The: fweeteſt of pultons, the lobe which you feel — 
Yes, fly: wanton muſe, and ' proclaim it around, 
' Thy Pliny has lid d, and bis Tiro bas fend; 


a 1101 


| The C 9 one eſo ariſut, Who 7 "denies, 2 . 
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T Ard. from the 10 7 flame, but to babe 5 e 
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From this] turned wo. Elegy. which I performed | 
with the ſame. caſe 3, and, being thus drawn ig by 
the facility. with,which. the Muſes, yielded to me, 
1 proceeded tg add to the number of my pror 


ductions of thi n to Rome 


3 


+ kind. Ar h reture 
newed my performances to ſome of my friends, 
who were pleaſed to approve of chem. After⸗ 
wards, whenever. | had, leiſure, Ind, .particylarly 
when I travelled, I made ſeveral. other attempts 
in the poetical way... At length. determined, after 
the example of many others, to publiſh;a ſeparate 
volume of theſe poems; and] have no reaſon to 
repent of my reſolurion. They are n much enquired 
| after, and are in every Dada hands, as they have 
even tempted the 'Greeks to learn our languz 
who ſing them to their harps and lyres... Bug v 
you not imagine I begin to rave? remember, how 
ever, poets haye that Privilege. The truth is, I am 
not giving you my own. Judgment, bur that o 
others, which, be it right or; wrong, am much 
pleaſed with; and have only to wiſh that poſterity 
may paſs the ae. F arewel. 
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aer for you, and, 
mon, but very „ wr 1 


ere) 1 recur with" as much foirbw arid Ui 


mitfon my ankicty Knows, is when L am engel 
at the bar, and in the cauſes of my Friends: Jag 


Ebrifequence” of which'is yet inTuſperſe;”! 
hynians, it is fed, have drbp*d"chEhr * 
of him; being cominced at lat, "that it Wis 
vemely in bed : A deputy from es 
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is is incredible how impatiently 
6 1 OS N 3 193 2198 N 
Wt returns ſuc is the ee of ny 1. 


ou, anc 1 2 CES 8 5 I to: 
ſeparation | 8 lie awake 1 reite art = the 
night in thinking of Jou, and (6 Uſe 4 ber ty Com. 


Fendeint, at tho 
"n6t finditig You 


of their | own accord to ol r' 
Hours 1 uſed to Vifit ou; 


pointment as af excluded Jbter- Plie bay inte. 


ow wretched mitiſt 575 kfe bd, 0 finds nb fe. 
Pöl but in Bets; vo ceg teen e he 
crowd. Farewel, o d ynam do alga 51 


o ler n a bile Ay vtodls 10 ↄomulo, 


LE 7 | 5 1 r 4 Fo wo: 151 
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. 1 is „cn 2 2 Ads 465 
41 His wife. b See B, v. let. xx. 
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vitice is Hives s Had Wobghr with him Aa de- 
cree of cheir affttnly; coptes of which he has de- 
livered tor ce r, to ſeveral of the principal perſons 

in Rome, and . us the Vokates fot Varenus. 
 Magius,. however, Whorf Hentlöned in m my lat 
letter to you, gerte 5 his} ptofeciirishi,” and, for 
that purpoſe, is incelll ary 2 55 the Worthy Ni. 
grinus. This excellent erfon Was bunfel hor Hit 
in his former petition* 0 the ' c6dfiils „ that "Vare: 
4 nus mi elt be compe elled* to pro koduce 1 s Woulnt Ats. 
Up on this S öh, as T attended Vätenus 0 
x5 a friend, 1 determined © Le flent“ 1 thelpht it 
highly improlien for che, d was "poli his 
counſel | by the ſenate, te TP OTE t 16 defend hith 454 . 
perſon accuſed, when it Was "oy bulinefs to hhft that 
there was actually r no, charge fit; ſtir igatoft him. 
However, when Nigr 1501 Rad Hniſted His Frech. 
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the conſuls turning t et eyes! Upon me, Troſe op. 
and, when they Rot hea © 1 ſaid, 4 the red 
| deputies from | 7 ry Ace 240% Dee 4 bah the 
| motton of. Nig 4 55 bout b; ebe ba 1 
” ence was not without J 75 rea 1 "Upo 5H his Ni- 
grinusalked n me to whom 0 theſe dep W ere ; 
1 replied,” 7 hat the 9 * 4 the f province ds 4 
refed 10 ne amon 2 others, "He 4 7 1 ned, "Phat 3 15 
1 AVI. 2 e 335005 900 vg, 
, 1 it A *, Cl Wo, 575 bY, 1 an N 
oh Tus * wall * 


v one of 4. dichyrians employed to A: the trial, · 


” RX.” WR 0.» = 


"WO 


3fo THE, LETTERS Book Vit 


well ſatigfed. of. 10 this 1 anſwered. the" it Maj 
not be ſo evident 40 Jou, who are concerned to 
ſupport the atcuſation, it may be. extremely clear to 
me, who a am an the more favaralie fide. Then Po- 
ſyznus, the deputy. from” t the province, : acquaint 
ed the ſenate, with the reaſons for ſuperſeding the 
proſecution, | but defired. it.” mi ight be without p pro- 
judice to Cæſars determination. Magius anſver- 
ed him; 3 Polyznus replied; as z for my! elf, I only 
now and then threw in a; l " obſerving in 
genetal a profound f fi lence. . : For 1 have learned, 
that upon ſome occaſions, there } is as much rheto- 
ric in raciturnity, as in all the pop. of t the moſt 
ſtudied eloquence : and I remember, in bone cri- 
minal caſes, to have done even more fervice to my 
clients by a judicious filence, than I could have ex- 
pected from the moſt artful ſpeech. 10 enter into 
the ſubject of eloquetice, 1 is indeed v very foreign to 
the 1 intent of my letter, yet allow me to give you 


one inftarice in proof of the obſ fervaria lon 1 joſt men- 


petited. chat his freedmen, whom be bad a appoint 
ed coheirs with her, were guilty of forging the 
will and. poiſoning him. Accordin ply, the 
charged them with, the fact before the emperor, 
.who directed Julianus Servianus to try the cauſe. 
1 was counſel for the defendants, aid the caſe be- 

e ing 
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Book Il! OF PLIN T. 381 
ing exceedingly reniarkable, and the advocates con- 
7500 on both fides of high reputation, it drew 


rogether a very migierous audience. The event 
vas, the fervants ae put to the torture, my el. 


4 * 


ſecond ame to the emperor, pretending ſhe had 
diſcovered ſome new evidence, Servianus Wa 
therefore directed to rehear the cauſe, and ſce it 
ſhe could produce any freſh proofs. J ulius Afri- 
canus was counſel for the mother, a young man of 
good parts, but little experience. He is rande 
ſon to the famoys orator of that name, of ; whom 
it is reported, that Paſſienus, Cripſus: hearing bim 
one day plead, archly ſaid, 2 his, 15 oxvn, is 
extreme one; 'F 17 what. 14 t to. the e 
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deal, and exhayſted x oy Portions of time 1 2 to 5 
| him, intregted Seryianus to allow him to add one 
vord more. When he had finiſhed, and, the eyes 
of the whole aft embly * been fixed a conſider- 
able time upon me, I roſe up; 5 would 9 | 
anf: wered Africanus, ſaid B 2 he. bad adde 
one word be Beg d leave to do, in hich I doubt ng T | 
be would have told us ſomething ; ue bad. not t beard EE Go fl: 
before. 1 do not . ret member to haye gained ſo much 
applauſe by; any. ſpeech. that I ever made, as I. dig 

here upon making none. T bus the little that 1 

We E 


. Lach n r . ˙ ef Fee cates 2 
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the determination 0 the emperor, Whoſe reſolutic 


.% 7 E T T * u. it. 5 W 3 


: it is with great Pleafuts 1 ſee "fo" mu ick | harmony 


your ſtadies; *howey! ef, hen you hall have com- I 


id, for Varenus, 1255 carved with. the fame gebe. 
* approbation. The gonſuls, agreeably to the 
requeſt of Polyznus, reſerved.the whole fir i 


1 \impariently_ 105 for z as that. „ill. decide, 


whether l may it d 855 in Full l Eeprjy wig reſpet 
to Varenvs or muſt {f again x renew all -my care and 


1 1 his e Farewel. F 
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FIT O 1 had Very lately i, 4 / acknoy: 
5 ledgments to ou friend Priſcus, yet, ſince | 
ir Was your defiie, \ willitigty ref peared them ; again, 


fubſiſt Gerviven two ſuch worthy men, 1 Iten. 


a derly eſteem, and that vo Tanner each oth bers 
friendfhip » as the higheſt bblig ation M. "Poe be pro 
felles alſo on his Part to tete ive” i happinet 
from ours; and, With. N very | generoug contention 
endeavors ch 5 you! in that reciprocal cen | 
which time, Y atnperfitaded, will a augment 

. | regret thatany buſineſs ſhould call you off from 


promiſed (as you ay you are upon the point 'of do: 
ing) one caliſe,” and'brought' the other to a hear 
"ps; foo er be at tire woo the retirenh 
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Book MI OF FPL INT 283 
of the Suff and when ydu ate ſatiated wich 
char, we maß hape een hither. Fare: 
web lil a dini yidilnnr Het Bus $4 orf nel! 
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7 nd nine 10 va nord 
THE, . bene receive fron 
Saturninus upon the ſubject of your favors 


you go on a5 qu. began, and cantinue tooberiſh.an 
affection for ſo worthy a man from whoſe friend- 


For as he is greatly diſtinguiſned by every other 
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1 method of, ſtudy you ;thoutd purſue, in that 
;etinemens to which you have long lance withdrawn. 
Ia the firſt-place ben; I. lock upon it as a very 
advantageou practice (and it is what many recom: 
mend) to tranſlate either from Greek inte Latin, 
or from Latin into Greck. By dhis 


to bim, afford me inexpreſſible fatisfaction. May 


ſhip you will receive a ſtrong and laſting pleaſure. 
vittue, ſo particularly by W | 


I ou. deſite amy ſentiments concerning the 
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ſtrength of ſtile. Beſides⸗ by imitating the moſt did n 
approved authors, you will find your imaging vance 
tion heated, and fall inſenſibly into a ſimilar wy 
of thought; at the ſame time that thoſe things 
which you may poſſibly;have. overlooked i in a com. 
mon way of reading, cannot eſcape you in tranſlat- 
ing! and this method win open your undefſtapd 
ing, and improve yr zudgment. It may n 
amils, after you have read an aurhor; in order to 
make yourſelf maſter of his ſubject and Adument 
from his reader to turngtus ix Were, his rival, and 

* omething af your or im te ame way; 
and then malte a inpartial;compariſorbetwe 
your performance and is, in orderito ſoe in what 
points either you or he. moſt happily ſuceced 
ed. It will be a matter of very pleaſing congratu- 
lation ta yourſelf, if yon ſhall find in ſome thingy, 
that you have the advantage of him, as it will be 
A: great mortification if he ſhould 2 
all. Tou may ſometimes venture in these Rttle 
ſays, to try your ſtrengtk upon the! moſt ſhin. | 
ing paſſages of a diſtinguiſhed authiör! The at 


gs indeed; will be- ſomething! hold bur as it tl 
is a contention which paſſes in ſecret} it cannot be h 
axed with preſumption, Nee but asche 
instance of n ſons; ho have publicly! ntere : f 
Logs t of 2 — * they ſ 


gat --did 


Mis las 
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did not e ſpair 1 of overtaking,” have. leroy ad- 
yanced before thoſe hom they thought it ſufficient 
honor to follow. After you have thus finiſned a 


urn 
98 compoſition, you may lay it aſide, till it is no 
m. longer freſn in your memory, and then take it up, 


veral things to retain, but ſtill more to reject; you 
vill add a new thought here, and alter another 
there. It is a laborious and tedious) taſk, I own, 


diſturbing or confounding | the original plan; but 
the advantage attending this method will over- 


4a” DI* > 


, 


metimes to ſingle out a fine paſſage. of 


therefore, { 


tolary ſtile, and ſometimes the poetical. For it 


wor iis a ED. 1 Oe ae. SR. cd 


ſion to- thake- uſe EINE oo erer even 
Vor. II. TY W 15 Wes 


| EE, * 


in order to reviſe and correct it. Vou will find ſe- 


thus to re enflame the mind after the firſt heat is 
oer to recover an-impulſe when its force bas been 
checked and ſpent, in a word, to interweave new. 
parts into the texture of a compoſition, without 


balance the difficulty. I know the bent of your 
preſent attention is directed towards the eloquence 
of the bar; but I would not for that reaſon adviſe 
you never to quit the ſtile of diſpute and conten- 
tion. As land is improved by ſowing it with va- 
rious ſeeds,” ſo is the mind by exerciſing it with 
different ſtudies: I woùld recommend it to you, 


hiſtory ; ſombtimes wo'exerciſcyourſelFin che epiſ. 


frequently! happens, that in pleading one has occa- 
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poetical deſcriptions ;. as hy the epiſtolary manger 
of OY you will acquire a oloſe and eaſy expreſ 


fion. It will be extremely proper alſo to unbend 
oor mind with poetry: when I: fay ſo, I do not 
mean that ſpecies of it which turns upon ſubjeds 

of great lengrh, (for chat is fit only for perſons of 
much leiſure) but theſe little pieces of the epi 


FgSrammatic kind; which ſerve as proper reliefs'to, 
and are conſiſtent with employmtnts of edery at 
They commonly go under the title of poet 


amuſementiʒ but theſe amuſements have ſometimes 
gained as much reputation to their authors; 45 
workes of a more ſerious” 2 *andthus (for 
while I am exhorting you W e 
Lot be Dogs uber Daibnoe agrin “ of 


4. 9171 8-4 Vꝛludinb 2611 90851 


i yielding was 156. refs; jour n BY 


:  Submiſſive ſhaf'd. beneath his forming bands 


Ne dreadful Sands im ume Mars confehs i 
1 Or now! with Venus | ſofter ait inpreſ 51 rel! 
4 wunton Cupid now the: mold PENgs „ ol e 


Nov. ſbinos, ſeverely c haſten d Pallas qiſo 


Ai wat ahnt u hunt dir raging dan 21012250 
be ſuered fruntain pore her Sinnen, id 


But ſuvettly gliding bro: dt o 9:87 09h) e 
pPj̃;reads gladyrefreſlingent wer thoyſmiling {(eutr-t | 
Sao, foumid ly ſtichen, ſounid:the aubtile mud. 1 
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mend for your compobitions. 
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In this manner the greateſt mens; as Well as the 

orcateſt orators, bſed either co exereiſe ot amuſe 
e or rather jaded, did both. It is ſur- 

priling how much the mind is entecteined and en: 
livened by theſe little poetical compoſitions, as 
turn upon ſubjects of gallantry, ſatire, — 
politeneſs, and every thing, in ſhort, that.congerny 
life and the affairs of the wad 10 4 the ſame 


eke lch ahely, 8 eg tier fit of 
poems, that we urn 2 KR heats to | proſe with 0 | 


dt wot tt 
much the more pleat ire, after having, expericaced 


the difficylty < of 'being, e conſtrained and: fettered by 


numbers. And now: perhaps, 1 have troubled Jom 5 


+ A TR a0 


ever, there h is one hiv which I dee provety 1 
have not told you what kind of authors you ſhould 


read; tho” indeed. chat was fufliciently implies 
when mentioned, what ſubjects 1 would recom- 


that the moſt approved writ 


f 0} en 


be carefully choſen: for, a8 it has been Well ob- 


ſerved, „ though we Mud read much, we would 


* not read many A: books.” -' Who" thoſe authors 


ae, is ſo clearly ſettled, — generally, known, 


that I need not Wat 1 l e IPs, W 


* 12 {278 


Thus the noble and apo lite moraliſt, | ſpeaking of 4. in- 
A8 


luence which our reading . our taſte and manners, thinks 
i improper *t0 call a man we 
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Von will remember. 6 
's ; of each ſort ate 3; "to | 


ead, who reads many authors; 
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have already extended this letter to ſuch an im. 
moderate length, that I have interrupted, I fear, 
too long thoſe ſtudies J have been recommending 
I will here reſign you thetefore to your papers, 
which you will now reſume; and either purſue the 
ſtudies you were before engaged in, or enter up 
ſome of thoſe which I have adviſed. - Farewel. 


“ ſince he muſt of neceſſity have more ill models than goo: 
« and be more ſtuffed with bombaſt, ill fancy, an vr 
«« thought, than filled with ſolid ſenſe and juſt imagination,” 
| Chara v. 1. 142.) When the Goths over-ran Greece, the 
ibraries eſcaped their deſtruction, by a notion which ſome of 
their leaders induſtriouſly propagated: among them, that it 
would be more for their intereſt to leave thoſe ſpoils untouched 
to their enemies; as being 2 to ;enervate their mind, 
and amuſe them with vain and idle ſpeculations. Truth per. 
haps has been leſs A 5 by this multiplicity of books, than | 
error; and it may be a queſtion, whether the excellent models 
Which have been delivered down to us from antiquity, together 
with thoſe few which modern times have lere, by auy 
means balance the immoderate weight which muſt be thromn 
into the oppoſite ſcale of writers. The truth is, tho' we may 
be learned by other men's reflections, wiſe we can only be 
by our own: and the maxim here recommended by Pliny, | 
would well deſerve the attention of the ſtudious, though 10 
Other inconvenience attended the reading of many books, that 
that which Sir William Temple apprehends from it; the lel. W 
ſening the force and growth of à man's own genius. For it 
may be juſtly doubted, with that ingenious author, * whether 
the weight and number of ſo many other men's thoughts 
% and notions, may not ſuppreſs his own, or hinder the motion 
or agitation of them, from which all invention ariſes; 23 
| +6 heaping on wood, or too many ſticks, or too cloſe togethet, 
+ ſuppreſſes, and ſometimes quite extinguiſhes a little ſpark, 
that would otherwiſe have grown up to a noble flame. 
AEſſay on learning, v. 1..158.] ITY 
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A 8 1 non bend wha of a tory 
A when 1 have heard the beginning; ſoy 1 
imagine, you will be glad to bè informed of the 
event of the cauſe between the Bithynians and Va- 


renus.” It was pleaded before the emperor by Po- 


yrnus on one ſide, and Magius on the other. 


When Cæſar had heard both, Neither party, ſaid 5 
he, all have reaſon to complain of the delay; ; but I 


* une care 10 rm ons 9 myſelf of the' Teal ſentiments 
mean while, Varenus has 


. very bönlilleruble point; for can any 


thing make the juſtneſs of his accuſation appear 


more doubtful, than that it is a queſtion whether 
he is accuſed at all? We have only to wiſh; thit 


the province may not again approve of what, it is 
ſaid, ſue has condemned. brag 27 poem of her _— 
tance!” Farewel. 3 
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Ou are ſurpriaed, I find, that my ſha 
five twelfths of the eſtate which lately 00 
Ms; arid which I had directed to be ſold to th 
beſt bidder, ſhould have, been diſpoſed of by my 
freed- man Hermes to Corellia (vithout putting i 
up to auction) at the rate of ſeven, hundred thou. 
ſand *-ſeſterces for the whole... And as you think 
it might have produced nine hundred. thouſand 5, 
ag are ſo much the more \dcfirous boy, know, 


1 am. adder bach regis. hon as bot on 
will approve, but will alſo excuſe me to my felloy; 
coheirs for having, upon a motive of ſtronger. iv 
fluence, ſeparated my inteyeſt from, theirs,; ol have 
the higheſt eſteem for Corellia, both as the ſiſter of 
Rufus, whole, memory will eyer.. be ſacred to e, 
and as ſhe was an intimate friend: of :myjmother's, 
Beſides, that excellent man Minutius Tuſcus her 
| huſband, has eyery claim to my affection that along 
friendſhip can give him; as there was likewiſe a 
ſtrict an intimacy between her ſon and me, that | 

e 


1 1 {A » His wife's grandfade 
p b Abour 560ol. of our money, 


= © About 7 72001, of our money, 
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fixed upon him to preſide at the games which I 
exhibited, when/T yas elefted Prater. E This lady, 
when I was laſt in the country, expreſſed a ſtrong 
inclination to purchaſe ſomething pan. gur lake g 
comum L therefore made; her an offer, at her o 
price,. of any. Patt of, my gſtate there, except what 
came ta me fromemay Aber and mother z, for that 
1.could,not-conlent, in. park wich, <yen io Corellia 
When, the, inheritance. in queſtign, fell to me, 
wrote to acquaint, hex it ws to be: ald. This letter 
1 ſeat, by Hermes, ho, upon her requeſting! him 
he would immediately ler her have my; ade 
tion jof it, conſented, to do ſo. Aml not th den 
obliged to confirm what, he has, thus done! in put- 
ſuance Af FE inclinations? I have only to > Entrear 
het that they would. not, take it ill at 
my baader have made a ſeparate dale: of what 
1 had certainly a right. to diſpoſe of. They are 
| under. no neceſlity, of, being governed by my cx 
ample, ſince. zbey have not the ſame connections 
have... They are at full liberty 
thoefags to bs. guided. by. intereſt, which, in my 
own caſe. 4 ; choſe. to en. 0 tend 
| Fang TSY0T Ani a8 ee, er 


va 


Ws [4 + 40 


15 44+ f ü ts of r en: 8 eye 48 46 ens ar ed 
3345 bh — hes , Ok 24:4 


39 THE LETTERS. . 
1 Te) iT) 53 A or. Li 511240 ioqu b 
"Ol ETTER . To „ee 
3 05 1 Ne 1 10 449 


Have been 90 moch hs 1 dere in ſending you 
the petition Which I have drawn up for the uf 
of your, or rather 1 ſhould ſay our friendz (for 
what is there that we do not poſſeſs in common ) 
that you might have no time to correct, "that is; th 
ſpoil it. After all, whether you will or will not find 
time for that purpoſe, 1 know not, but of this! 
am ſure, you will moſt certainly ſpoil it, if accord. 
ing to the cuſtom of you people of a vitiated aft: 
you ſhould throw our its moſt ſhining parts. hal 
forgive you, however, if you" ſhould, "and hall 
den ſome future occaſion, very ſucceſsfully make 
uſe of what your falſe delicacy rejefts'; ag H doubt 
not to receive your applauſe for thoſe different ex. 
preſſions which 1 have interlit ned: I fufpected po 
would call every thing unnatural atid"bombak 
which is elevated and ſounding; T'thought+ Proper 
therefore for your eaſe, to vary the phra ie Sand 
it ſomething lower, or tather indeed, t6 debate t 
tho” you, I Know (for why ſhould I not rally u. 
ſickly taſte?) will eſteem it an improvement,” Thus 
far in order to make you ſmile in the midſt of your 
| ſerious occupations, have been jocoſe ; but with- | 
out doubt, I am wond'rous ſerious 1 in what I am 
7 25 2 1 gong 


tic 
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going to add: I expect to be reimburſed N 


have been at in ſending a meſſenger expreſs with 
this. Now are you not diſpoſed to condemn this 


IS TTT . . 
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you petition, not. only. in part, but in the whole, and 

uſe inſiſt upon it, that you ought not to pay for a 

for As en en of a F 2 | 
to LETTER xn. 7. Fixox, © hom | 
Ind e E 8 ö 
81 from your letter that you ds. _ do | 
rd. not ſtudy. This will appear a little enigma- j 
te, ical "ill 1, explain it: you expreſsly ſay indeed, ö 


that you have bid adieu to contemplation; but 


ſuch an air ot Ngance runs through your . 
letter, that it; is im poſſible it ſhould have 


ke 

bt compoſed wit Our much the ught: unleſs you are 
*. privileged beyond the reſt of man di d, and can 
44 write with ſo much politeneſs, | Wan and 
i at your caſe, -Bacawek. h 7 rd i 
1 PO „ ve ine 1 li ig 3c 8 a = ; 
ke L E TT ER XIV. Cöstttff N 
t; ; 10-2363 USE 33 - 930-07 20512 2002 ws | 
Ur 70 U are extremely, , generous to deſire and 


1 inſiſt, that 1 take for my ſhare of the eſtate 
you purchaſed of me, not after the rate of ſeyen 


wc 5 ; 1 id eher! : 'for the whole, as my 
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freed· inan ſold it to you; but inthe proportion of 
nine hundred thouſand, agreeable to what you pay, 
to the farmers of the twentieths for their part. 
But l muſt deſire and ĩnſiſt in my turn, that you 
would conſider not only what is ſuitable to your 
character, but What is worthy of mine; and that 
you would ſuffer me to oppoſe your inclination 
in this ſingle inſtance, with the ſame warmth . 
„ ! it in all others. F arewel. 
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LETTER xv. To Aha ; 
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d „ 4 June. ö 1 . it} 
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ou aft me e * Ba * "_ 
| You kiow' how” much of it is diſpoſed 
in the buſineſs of my poſt; what femalns J devote 
to the ſervice of my friends, and ſometimes to my 
ookb; an employment which, tho“ 1 will not 
venture to affirm it would be better, I am ſure 
it would be happier, if I could ſay not onl 
ſometimes, but altogether engages me. 1 ſhould 
be concerned to hear, that yours are of the ſort 

which are leaſt n to aye if Idid ew 
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[4] I kf ou $4 1 $8145 4+ 9 
d 3 . a tax TAE "oa RY + art of all . 
vii inheritances, which he appropriated to 1 ſupport of the 
army. This was deemed a heavy impoſition, and According! 
it was eaſed in ſeveral points by ſucceeding emperors, particu- 
larly by Trajan, as appears from our author's noble Panegyric 
upon him [Sett. 37, At.] but it was not wholly 3 till 

dhe time of Antoninus Pius. 5 


ee N 
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you ate buſied dm the nobleſt offices as notlũng 
can be more utthy of applauſe, than to be ace 
in the interefd of bh comntry,; and one's friends. 

Iwas well perſunded the obmpany of our friend 
Priſcus would: be extremely agreeable to you, as 
Iknoty the ſimnpfieity, innocentb, and politeneſs 
of his manners: bur I had yet toleatn (chat Ta 
the pleaſure to be informed uf by: your letter) that 
he To vbligingly etnetnbers che ſervices FEhave 
tone hin. 'Fabeek © 1207] u N. od ane 07 
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TIC dur | 
; \Alenihs" Fins, Pega CoA ited dy xvery 
public and private connectioh, is in the hum- 
bet of my Melt intimate friendꝭ· We ſervedaoge- 
ther in the army as we were both of u *Quizeſtors = 
4 the ſame time to Oteſur. He ꝑot xhe ſtart of me 
indeed, in che 'Tribunate, by the privilegt which 
the law * to thoſe who have "children; 
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x * An office's r and Nuit ür out Tebterary et. 4 

| > A law at firſt propoled by Augaſtils, but which ufterty 
with ſeveral alterations paſſed in the conſullhip of Papiui%ittd 
Poppeas. A. U.762 ; in which, amongſt other things, it was en- 
acted, © That all magiſtrates ſhould take precedence according 
10 to the number of their children; that in elections thoſe can - 
didates ſhould be preferred who had the moſt numerous off. 
* ſpring ; and that any perſon might ſtand ſooner than ordinary 
„for an office, if he had as many children as he wanted years 
to be capable of bearing ſuch s many” ” Vid, * Exe 

curl. ad TWO" An. 1, . | 
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but I overtook him in the Prætorſhip by the i in- 
dulgence of the emperor, who diſpenſed with my 
_ wanting a year of the legal age for that office, | 
frequently retire with him to his country wal 
as he often takes the benefit of the air at mine. He 
is now appointed procanſul of Beetica, and he pro- 
poſes to paſs thro?,*,Ticinum, in his way to tht 


01 

province. I hope; and-indeed am well aflured, ] f ; 
can eaſily prevail with him to turn out of his road aff 
to your houſe, if you ſhould have an;inclinationty 60 
: make any of thoſe ſlaves free before a magiſtrate, of 
to whom you have already given their liberty in G 
the preſence of yi your friends. 'You need be under 8 
na apptehenſion that he will look upon this as F 
uouble, who, I am ſure, would willingly tray t 
round the world for my ſake. $ # beg therefore you 4 
-.would-lay aſide all ſcruple, and only conſider what 3 
wilt be moſt agreeable to yourſelf; for be aſſured, 


; he will take as much pleaſure. in executing my 
and,, al do in obeying. yours, Fareuel 
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Vas 2 has his particular ease — re- 
E citing his works; mine, I have often ſaid, 
is in order, if any thing ſhould. eſcape me, (as no 
doubt it may) to be better informed. I cannot 
therefore but be ſurprized to find (what your letter 
aſſures me), that there are ſome wha blame me 
for reciting my ſpeeches: unleſs, perhaps, they are 
of opinion, that this is the ſingle ſpecies of compo- 
ſition that ought to be privileged from any correc- 
tion. If fo, I would willingly aſk them why they 
allow (if indeed they do allow) that Hiſtory may 
be recited, ſince it is a work which ought to be 
devoted to truth; not oſtentation? or why Trage 

dy, when it is adapted to action and the ſtage, not 

to a private audience ? or Lyric Poetry, as it is not 
a reader that it requires, but a chorus of voices and 
inſtruments? But, poſſibly, they will reply, that in 
the inſtances mentioned, cuſtom has made it uſual- 
I ſhould be glad to know then, if they think the 
perſon who firſt introduced this cuſtom is to be 

condemned? Beſides, the rehearſal of orations is no 
unprecedented thing either with us, or the Grecians. 
Still, perhaps, they will inſiſt, that it can anſwer 
no purpoſe to recite a ſpeech which has actually 
been ſpoken. | There would be ſome truth in this 
objedtion, 
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öbjection, if one were immediately to repeat the 
very ſame performance, and to the vtry ſame ay. 
dience; but if you make ſeveral additions and 
alterations; if your audience is compoſed pa 

of the fame, and partly of different perſons, N. 
che recital is ar fone diſtance of time, Why is it 
leſs allowable to'rchearſe your ſpeech han: to pu. 
liſh it? As to the difficulty they may ſuppoſe 
there would be, in giving ſatis faction to an au- 
dience by the mere recital of a ſpeech, rat is 
reaſon which concerns the particular ſkill and 
pains of the perſon Who rehearſes, but by no 
means holds againſt reciting in general. The truth 
V, it is not whilſt Jam reading, but when I am 
read, that I aim at approbation; and for that 
reaſon J omit no ſort of method that can render 
my performances more correct. In the firſt place, 
1 frequently reviſe: my compoſitions in private, 
afterwards 1 read them to two or three friends, 
and then give them to others to make their e- 
marlcs. If after this I have any doubt concerning 
the juſtneſs of their obſervations, 1 carefully weigh 
them again with a friend or two ; and, laſt of al 
 I-recite them to 4 more numerous aſſeinbly.”Thi 
is the time, believe me, whey f find myſelf beſt 
able to ccc all che ſeverity of the mat. rigid 
award waa attention” rn oportion 
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my ſolicitude z vas nothing, ſo uch awakens the 
judgment as that reverence, ande mudeſt timidity, 
which one feala upon khoſr occaſions. For do 
but reflect and tel me, whether you would not 
be infinitely leſs affected if yen were to ſpeak 
before: a ſingle. perſon only, tho ever ſo learned, 
chan before à numerous aſſembly, even tho it 
were compaſed af none but Allicerate people? 
When you riſe up to plead, are you not at that 
juncture, above all others, moſt diffident of our- 
ſelf? and do you not with, 1 will not fa fone par. 
ticular parts only, but that the whole frame of yo4 
intended. ſpeech vas altered 2. 2. eſpe Sally if the.cucle 
is large in which you. are to. ſpeak; for at ſuch a 
ſeaſon there is ſomething eren in the moſt vulgar 
e eee With awe we. And if you. 
ſuſpect you aue not! well pede the firſt 
ing of your ſpeech, do you not find all the. energy 
of your powers weakened, and. the. whole ftreng 
of Is e rake you? The reason! 
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his writings, uſed to ſay, 7 appeal o the people; 
and accordingly by their ſilence or applauſe, adopt. 
ed either his own Or his: friend's ſentiments: 725 
was the regard he paid to the populace” 1 Wbe! 
ther with juſtice or not, it does not concern me 1g 
determine, as 1 never frecite my works publich, 
but only before a ſelect number of friends, whoſe | 
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2 There is is a kind of witicifm 3 in Fro ex WY n, "which vil 
be loſt to the mere Engliſh reader, unlefs' 1 lin, formed; tha 
the Romans had a privilege confirmed. to them by ſeveral laws 
which paſſed i in the earlier ages of the republic, of app ealing 
from the deciſions of the*magiſtrates, to tlie general aſſembly 
of the people: and they did ſo in the form of words which on. 
ey” here applies tos a different purpoſe.” 5 ; 
However unſafe in general, an appeal to the yolgar not 
ons may be, there are yet ſome caſes in which their ſentiment 
Have ever been received by the judicious, as:decifive. The 
merit of performances in the perſuaſive, or imſtatiye art, ſo 
far as the mere raiſing or repreſenting the paſſions are coneern- | 
ed, wilt beſt be tried by the effect they produce in plain and un- 
diaſſed minds: for (as Tully obſerve *« that artiſt who has ua. 
e ture for his Object, "muſt certainly fall 1 of the "truth of 
F*;his art, where Nature is not moved 7 157 iam which 
8 among the Romans of reciting 1415 — of genius 
the porticoes and places of public reſo * 
bably, from the ſame notion 3 innate taſte be- 
ing implante in all l of whats nn Fry natural in 
he moving arts. It was upon bs -prikciplo lere, cn 
the; great waſters in in painting and. ſtatuary, in _ Greece, 
—— — pe e to Ra „ and _ 
the lar 8: remarkable 
pry of Annibal Tea Thel ih he 5 the 2 
n merit. 0 _ — er a: {Br And — 
Pomenichino's, repreſenting the ation of St, Andrew, made 
& ad ftrong r © d worn Woman, Wo at the ſame 
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in a word, whoſe Opinions I obſerye as if they were 


ſo many | individuals I had ſeparately, conſulted, at 
the ſame time that! ſtand ; in as much fear of them 
a3 I mould of the mot n. numerous afembly., What 
Cicero ſays of compoling, will, in my opinion, 
hold true 6f that awe we Have of the public: 41 It 
« is the moſt rigid critic imaginable.” 8 The very 
thoughts of reciting, the riotioh of entering an al 


ſembly, and the xeverential concern when one: is 
there; each of theſe circumſtances tend to impro we 
and perfect an author 8 performance. Upon the 
whole therefore, i cannot repent of a cuſtom which 
have experienced to be ſo exceedingly beneficial; 
and am, ſo far from being diſcouraged by the 
trifling objections of theſe cenſors, that I beg, vou 
would point out to me if there is yet any other me- 
thod of correction, that I may add to this; for no- 
thing can ſufficiently Wins my care to render my 
canal finiſhed; 1 reflect what an arduous 
it is to _ n BIRT: wah into * hands 
time 22557 Kite afeded halt ansther fügten fY a EY IOY 


done by Guido, which was placed near it. A debate after- 
wards happening about the merit of theſe two n Tis 


Catrachi detid N by many thi fa A. N 50 
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of the public; and T cannot but be perſuaded; that 
frequent reyiſals, and r many | confultatidns, mut go 


to the finiſhing of a performance, which one 5 


fires the wore ould re and for e em 
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1 5 E 1 T E K XVIII. To. Conran, 


Vo ande a a. limb poi 
1 ſetthe the ſum of money, Wich you hae 
preſented to our countrymen for atyiahmual” feſt 
val, fo as to fecure the juſt apphoation'6r: it after 
Jour death. Your queſtion proceeds from àᷣ trol 
generous principle, but the atiſwer to it is not very 


_ eaſy. Should you pay down the money to the 
community; there is great danger that it will be 
ſquandered away. Should you ſextle lands for that 


purpoſe; they will probably be neglected, as hof 
of the public uſually are. Upon the whole then, 
can think d of no fnetod tore e lHigible than what 


7 purſued "myſelf | in a parallel inſtance. Intemling 


to giye five, hundred thouſand ſeſterces for the 
maintenance of children vo were born of good 
families, , im de : fictitious fale to the public | 
agent of an eſtate in land which Was- worth con- 
6derably more, who eee its back to me, | 
FTA 8 e 983. e * 


2 About 4000 J. of our money. 


Book VIE © OF PLIN TI. og 
charged wich 4 yearly rent of 30, Ob ſeſterces, 
By this" means che principal vas ſecuted to che 
attwhty; at the ſame time the intereſt was 
certain; And the tate itſelf (as it was of muck 
rreatef VAlde than the rent charged upon it) was 
aways ſute of Ending à tenant, Tam well appria 
ſed, indeed, that by es method 1 have actuan 
yiven mote Than 1 upper to have doe, as the va- 
Ju of tie While eſte ein be a good de lefened 
by the ineurnbratice with which' it is charged! But 
the intereſt of the public Sight always to take place 
of every private confidetftion, as what is eternal 
js to be Preferted es what is mortal; and à mb 
of true generoſity will - ſtudy How to render his be 
nefaRtivi molt 4tvaiitageous; aher than How: 24 
; OW 1 Welk Kealt expence. eee 


* * & 00 % f 4 +6 * 2 ct N. 1 1 
De 0 * * * 


trek u K 55 bi de Fr 


N * „ E 2 185 


[ AM deeply afflicted at cis ill! flats ef heath af 
my friend Fannia, which ſhe contracted during 
het a attendanee on Junia, one * 17 err IE 
c N 190d teh pred 
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Junia being her relation: as ſhe was afterwarg 


ſioned her preſent diſorder, which is a continua 
She is extremely emaciated, and feems in a total 
5 preſerves 1 in their full vigor; and in a manner wor. 
thy the wife of Helvidius, and the daughter of 


Thraſea. In all the reſt ſhe is ſo greatly Impaired, | 
that lam mdre than apprehenſive upon her account; 


behold her equal. How conſummate is her virtue, 


- . : : = — — 8 gn 
3232 C 
. ͤ .. ap WEIS EE ne 


followed her huſband into exile, and once was 
baniſhed herſelf upon his account. For Senecio, 
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404 THE LETTERS Bock vn 
She engaged in this good office at firſt voluntarily, 


appointed to it by an order from the college. of 
Prieſts: for theſe virgins, when any indiſpoſitio 
makes it neceſſary to remove them from the templ: 
of Veſta, are always delivered to the care and ul. 
tody of - ſome venerable matron. It was her al. 
ſiduity in the execution of this charge that ocz 


fever, attended with a cough that increaſes. Gaily, 


decay of every thing but ſpirits; thoſe indeed ſhe 


J am deeply afflicted. I grieve, my friend, that ſo 
excellent a woman is going to be removed from the 
eyes of the world, which will never, | perhaps, again 


her piety, her wiſdom, her courage! She twice 


when he was tried for writing the life of Helvidius, 
having ſaid in his defence that he compoſed that 
work at the requeſt of Fannia; Metius Carus, 


with a ſtern aud threatening air, ard her whe 
| FiO Hy "ther 


Bock VII. OF PLIN I. 405 
ther it was true? She acknowledged it was: and 
when he farther queſtioned her, whether ſhe ſup- 
plied him-likewiſe with materials for that purpoſe, 
and whether her mother was privy to this tranſ- 
ation? ſtie boldly confeſſed the former, but ab- 
(olutely denied the latter. In ſhort, throughout 
her whole examination not a word eſcaped her 
that betrayed the leaſt emotion of fear. On the 
contrary, ſhe had the courage to preſerve. a copy 
of thoſe very books which the ſenate," over-awed 
by the tyranny of the times, had ordered to 
be ſuppreſſed, and at the ſame time the effects | 
of the author to be confiſcated ; and took with 
her as the companions of her exile, what had 
been the cauſe of it. How pleaſing is her con- 
verſation, how polite her addreſs, and (which 
ſeldom unites in the ſame character) how vene- 
nble is ſne as well as amiable ! She will here- 
after, T'am well perſuaded, be pointed out as a 

model to all wives; and perhaps be eſteemed wor- 
thy to be ſet forth as an example of fortitude even 
to our ſex; ſince, while yet we have the plea- 
ſure of ſeeing and converſing with her, we con- 
template her with the ſame admiration, as thoſe 
heroines who are celebrated in ancient ſtory. . For 
| myſelf I confeſs, J cannot but tremble for this il- 
lultrious houſe, which ſeems ſhaken to its very 
E 3 founda- 
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foundations, and ready to fall into ruins with her: 
for tho ſhe will leave deſcendants behind her, yet 


what a height of virtue muſt they attain, what gl. 


rious actions muſt they perform, ere the world 


will be perſuaded. that this excellent woman wy 
not the laſt of herfamily] It is an aggravating 
citcumſtance of affliction to me, chat by her deat 
I ſeem to. loſe a ſecond. time her mother; tha 


worthy mother (and what, can I ſay higher in he 


praiſe).of ſo amiable a perſon] Who, a8 ſhe wa 
_ reſtored to me in her daughter, ſo the, will nor 
again be taken from me, and the loſs of Fanni 
will thus pierce my heart at once with a freſh ſtab, 
and at the fame time tear open a former wound. 
I loved and honored. them both ſa highly, that! 
knew not. which had the greateſt ſhare of my eſteem 


and affection; a Point they deſired might ever fe- 


main undetermined. In their proſperity and tbei 


adyerſity 1 did them every gopd office in ny 


power, aid was their comforter. i in exile, as well | 
as their ayenger at their return. But I have not 
yet paid them what I owe, and am ſo much the 


more folic; tous for the recovery of this lady, that 


1 may have time to acquit what is due from me to | 
her. Such is the anxiety under which, Larite thi 
letter! But if ſome friendly power ſh ſhould; happily | 
gef me occaſion to exchange 1 it for ſentiments. of 


3 Woke JN; 


pack 


joy. 
ſuffe! 


[ 
{ th 
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ar N 
jor, 1 ſhall net complain oo the alarps 1 now 
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LETTER XX. "yp Täcirüs : 


[ Have peruſed your book with all the attention 
eat I was maſter of, and have markedithe paffages 


think ſhould be altered, and thaſe which L am of 
opinion ought intirely to be thirowyn out. It is as 
habitual to me to ſpeak truth, a> it is agteeable to 
you to hear it, and indeed none are mare patient 
of cenſure, than thoſe wh have the beſt claim to 


ni 
4 applauſe. I now expect in return, your obſervations 
In upon the treatiſe af mine which I ſent you. How 


agreeable, how noble is ſuch a commerce] and how 
am! pleaſed with the thought, that poſterity, if it 
ſhall at all concern itſelf with us, will not ceaſe 
to mention with what harmony, what freedom, 
what fidelity we lived together! It will be an in- 
ſtance as remarkable, as it is uncommon, that two 
perſons nearly of the ſame age and rank, and of 
ſome character in the republic of letters (for ſince 
1 join myſelf with you, I am obliged to ſpeak of 
pour merit with reſerve) ſhould thus mutually aſſiſt 
and promote each qther's ſtudies, When I was a 

very young man, and you in the prime of your 
5 Flory and N 4 endeayored 1 to wie your 
* £ $: few 
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ſteps, and was defirous to be conſidered a as next xt in the C 
character to vou, 


5 * But wt. with many a length between} 5 


And tho? there wete, at that time, many celebtate | 
geniuſes i in Rome, yet you, of all others, ; appear. 
ed to me, not only moſt worthy to be my model, 
but from a ſimilitude of our diſpoſitions, moſt eaſy 
to my imitation. it is particularly agrecable to me 
therefore to find, that in all companies where learn. 
ing is the topic of converſation, we are always men- 
tioned together, and that my name immediately 
i follows yours. It is true, there are ſome who. prefer 
you to me, as others, on the contrary, give me the 
advantage; but J am little ſolicitous in what order? 
we are placed, ſo that we ſtand united; for in m 
eſtimation, whoever i is next to you muſt be before 
every body elſe. You even ſee in * wills (uuleß in 

: Yieg En. Pics Tranfl. 4 He SI CTR SOT. 
was the peculiar cuſtom of Rome, foo the client * 
«« depen dents of families, .to bequeath at their death to their 
7 . patrons” ſome conſiderable part of their eſtates, as the mot 
_ «+ effeftua] teſtimony of their reſpect and gratitude; and py | 
« more a man received in this way, the more it redound 


„ his credit!“ Thus Cicero mentlons it to the honour: 0 Lo. 


« cullus, that, pile he governed Aſia as Proconſul, r ANY B74 regt 
«+ eſtates were left to him by will. And Nepos tells" vs, in 


*« praiſe of Atticus, that he ucceeded to many * of 
* the ſame kind, | bequeathed to him on no other account, 
bs than of his friendly and Ania Roper, Cicero, when he 


KY 


wok VII. OF PLINY: © oy 
the caſe of particular friendſhip to either of us) 
ve are always equally conſidered, and that the le- 
gacies bequeathed to us are generally the ſame, both 
in number and value. Since therefore we are thus 
coſely linked together by a ſimilitude of ſtudies, 
manners, reputation, and even by thoſe laſt in- 
ſtances of human judgment, fhould it not mutually 
tend to enflame us with the moſt ardent affection? 


Fareyel. | * C 


LETTER MI. 26 Comnvrs. 


8 * * 


Tobey, my dear Callegue, your obliging com · 


accordingly 1 came hither | in a covered litter, in 
which I was as much f ſheltered as if I had been i in 


my chamber. 1 forbear too {with difficulty indeed, 


however I do forbear) as well writing a as reading "and 
ſdy only \ with my ears, By drawing the curtains 


of my chamber, I make i it gloomy, but 1 not dark, 


and when I walk in my covered portico, T ſhut the 


lower range of windows, and by that means enjoy 
a8 much ſhade as light. Thus! endeavor to ac- 
cultom myſelf rc to the light by ©: pn 1 bath 

| being 


„ was falſely | by * with bel paid. on 
© theſe occaſions, declared in his reply, that he had gained 


_ * from this ſingle article, about two hundred e 


pounds.“ Middlewy' 8 Life os Os v. 2. 1 Fs 


3 


wands, to favor che weakneſs of my eyes, and 


* 
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being of ſervice in this caſe, I allow myſelf te 
uſe of it, as I do of wine, becaule 1 it is, nog Judged 

preiudicial; byt 1 take it with great moderation 
I do. lo, you know, at all times, but particular 
now that I have one, who narrowly. obſerves! ne, 
Kt received the puller, with great Pleaſure x 15 
coming from you; and weak as my eyes { ſtill | are 


they are ſtrong enough, however, to diſcerni it D er 
| tremely fat. F n. 33 


LETTER XXII. To Falco. 


7 0 U will not wonder 1 ſo ſtrongly rde 
1 you to confer the Tribunate upon ny 
/ friend, when, you ſhall be. informed who and what 
he is; and as you, have complied. with r my requeſt 

I may now acquaint you with his name. and charac- 
ter. It is Cornelius Minutianus, who both ir in rank 
and virtue is the ornament of that province to to which 
I owe my birth. His family and fortune are noble, 
and yet he purſues, his ſtudies with as much appli 
cation, as if the neceflity of his circumſtances: re- 
quired it. He is a moſt upright judge, a moſt 
ſtrenuous advocate, 2 moſt faithful friend. Von 
will look upon the obligation as done to yourſelf, 
; when N en 28 an W of . 
gener 


en 7 5 


10 211: ""ItS 


2 + Nene l his ; wiſe perhaps or bis teln e | 


Book: VII. nn . ge | 44 
nearer view of this excellent perſon, who (not to Fo 
ſpeak 1 in too Jofry terms of. ſo _madeſt ; 2 mam) is 

equal to all the honors and titles chat can be con- 
ferred upon him. F arewel. 
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r Greatly rejoice chat your erh vin permit 
- you to take ſo long a journey as to“ Mediala- 
num, in order to meet Tiro: but that you may 
continue to enjoy! that happineſs, let me beg of you 
to ſpare yourſelf a fatigue ſo ĩmproper for a man of 
your years. -| myſt inſiſt then, that you wait for 
him at Comum, and chat vou do not ſtir out of 
your own hauſe, nor even out of your chamber 
to receive him. As ] love him with the affection 
of a brother, it would be unreaſonable be ſbould 
erpect from the perſon whom I honor as my pa- 
rent, a point of ceremony a he iy n ro- 
guire of WA in. ann ett 700 5% 
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: enjlybd”” till her laſt ſickneſs, an uninterrupted 


a very prudent will, having diſpoſed of two thirds 
 grand-daughter. The young lady I Know little 
of, but the grand. ſon is one of the moſt favorit 
and intimate friends 1 have. He is a perſon of 
bngular worth, whoſe merit entitles him to the 
affection of a relation, even where his blood does 


5 wt malicious imputation both whilſt a boy and 


had not diſappointed his hopes. "He Hived in'the | 


mimics, whole humour conſiſted i in ite the . man- 


„„ 


TUridia Quadratilla is lately dead, haying 
lived almoſt to her eightieth year. She 


ſtate of health, with a ſtrength and firmneſs of 
body unuſual to perſons of her ſex. She has left 


of her eſtate to hey grand: ſon, and the reſt to her 


Tho' he is extremely beautiful, he eſcaped 


when a pouth: be was a huſband at four and 
twenty, and would have been a father if prgvidence 


family with his grand-mother, who was exceed - 
ingly devoted to the pleaſures of the town, with 
great ſeverity of conduct, yet at the ſame time with 
the uimoſt compliance, She retained a ſet of Pan- 

8 5 tomimes, 


CY Thef Pantomimes were: 1 as ; their name lese 1 


ner 


» \ 
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domimes; and was an encourügger of this fort of 
people to a degree inconſiſtent with a perſon. bf het 
ſex and fank. But Quadratus never appeared at 
theſe; entertainments, not only when ſhe exhibited 
them in the theatre, but even in our own hokſe ; 
nor indeed did the expect he ſhould." I once ard 
her ſay, when ſhe was recommending the ſtudies of 
her grand-ſon to my inſpection, that it was her 

cuſtom, in order to paſs away ſome of thoſe un- 
antes hour with wich bend li abounds, 

0 amue herſelf with playing et clieſs” or ſeving 


i 


25 CCC SUN 3 2 SLAIN: 
ner and geſture. of particular zerſons....../They were at firſt in- 
troduced upon the ſtage, as Scaliger r the 
chorus and comedies, and divert the audience with apiſh poſ- _. 
tures and antic dances. In after times thoſe interludes became 
diſtin& entertainments, and were exhibited apart from other 
plays. But theme of cheſe Pantomimes was not confined to 
the ſtage only, for Suetonius informs us, they were introduced 
in funeral ſolemnities, in order to repreſent the manner of the 
dec ! ⁵ð]ĩð rs 
» This game among the Romans ſeems to have been much 


: 
S 
\s 
8 © 


of the ſame nature with modern cheſs. Their men, which they 


called Cala; or Latrunculi, were made ſometimes of wax, and 
ſometimes of glaſs, and were diſtinguiſhed, by black and white 
colors. The invention of it has. been carried by ſome ſo high 
as the ſiege of Troy, but Peter Texeiras in his bil ory of Perſia 
(as quoted by Pitiſcus in his Lex. Antid. Rom.) imagines it to 

be of Perſian original, becauſe, ſays he, in all countries where 
this game is played, the names of the men are either the ſame 
with, or plainly a corruption of thoſe given to them in the Per- 
ſian language. Alluſions to this game are frequent in the 
claſſic writers, but the fulleſt deſcription of it is cohtained in 
the following lines, taken from, the little Poem.addrefs'd to 
Piſo, which is to be found at the end of ſome editions of 


Lucan, and is generally aſcribed to that author: 


Te 


ow ie ge Es UC RO rt on 
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But huppier genius allt exerts its PB 11 T 


414 THE LETTERS Book Vit, Wl Book 
the mimicry of her pancomintes; but that wheneret WI cult 
the engagerl either in the one or the other; ſhe con. out 0 
ſtadtiy ſent away ber e his ſtudies: 4 1 wa 
>. po3igtr 22 jo 7 1} FAIL 1 14 wit &, 70 e241 sri 211 en you 
Aug no 1 gi agvvs 2d minor 4 of nod Pon! 
wo En dire en ub babai 708 com 
languere tamen, luſuſque movere per arte x 
uke ndo Tabula aur tar, Af, wk WEL od beer 
Fo , Calculus, et witreo ragunt Kr milite bella, _ RY OI 77 
on nipros, Ane br Mg alliget a 5 EM Do. 
e athi us non terga dais ¶ gow? te 457 ht 7 ſaw 
Calculu lus ? aut guis non LN ci ent it * þ 3 1 
| ( Fe . 7040 ect rad 
ugity ihſe rapit . longy, venit idle receſs. 1 
. Beats of 725 Welt eh 0 TOS 0 diff 
FS 14 udet, et in predam wvenientem deci ; hoftem + | till 
_ abit ille moras fimiliſque ligato 
OB. gat ipſo duos : : hic ad majora movetur,. tru 
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563 Wen, e ellete ibe Mb of ee md z a2 9671 ad) Vo 
© Thou rave from deep Nane in ar ee, 64 
Not in oft indolence'you waſte the hour, . e 


To nume war the radiant troops ate led; n dd n a e 
And mertlal rank the varied table fpreas! 
There ſable bands, and here a ſnow- white % . 
Wich deubtful fate of war the fight mäinta m. by” 
" my who with thee Thall date difpute the feld? * 
37 1 ing hand; what warrior knows to "Ry 
Or if U, he Falls with ſorious may, ek 
" His ee for exrende 20 his * 
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cuſtom, A imagine, which ſhe” obſerved us much 
out of a certain tevelene, as ; affe ion, to the youth, 
1 was 4 ; gbod < deat firprized, as 1 am perſuaded 
you will be, at what he told me the lat time the 
oel games were exhibited. "As we were 
coming out of the theatre together, Where we Rad 
been entertained with a  thew of theſe pantoritines, 
Do yo know, fad he; His 5 e firſt ti ne eve 
ſow Quadratille' 5  freedman a dunict * Such is the Ka- 
rafter of her grand Jon While 4 ſet of men of u für 
different ſtamp, | in order to do Honor to Quadra Adrd- 


ruth, was bot che Jowelt as groſſeſt AarteryY wer 
l 205i 21 fr NM Pet. 0 1 tax 
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Uanomber d ſtratagems * forces N 
Now artful feign, gon only feign, 2 . * Fl 
Now boldly bee e the aauky of es, 01: Hot 
be chief who! view d. the lla t ring (rene: from fr 
This, bravely daring in the à el W * 
Repels che dan airincingro-thb oil, © 201023 62 
While cautious % moves dreadful on Toa flow, 3 
And fraudful meditates the certain blow :/: 
What tho“ in gviſe a flave he ſeems in chains, 0 By IJ 11 
AI wo captives He in durance cloſe detains. 
But fee yon herd with imperuous hate, © lg na 
Burſts thro! the. ranks, and lays the ramparts. waſte, | 
While thus the migbty battle glows around,” © + 
And proſtrate Ehiefs/beftrow me gttgroint » 
Full and unbroken lo! thy fquadrons ftand,. | 
Or ſcarce one Warrior Toft uf chy command 
The captive crowds thy victory ns: © 
And foes Oy i rw at 4 * 


2 


30 The prieſts, as * as 1 ed A bat. 
games 10 the a when wreck enter 8 = thear office, 


? 
# 


DEST IT TGF 3 * — _— | - — : K bn 
= 8 7 8 * £ < 4 04.4 * 5 
- ( 2 * x A 7 

> = * " - - — = AE >a 5 a= - — : — — 
FF WES game” 2D eh SE NXT > CONE 3 8 
r oe, HEE og hr LC Tf ht. Xo = NICE JETT SS 3 rs CS: 

8 8 N Sr F 3 5 SR S * 5-2» 1 * 
pb q 4 Pas PIES J 3 — 2 1 9 . 2 = 2 


7 * * Cn D 20 * * x * 
* 2 : 2 — 7 2 2 

5 r r #50 2 8 
— 


tlla (I am aſhamed to employ that word to Whit, 5% z 


— * 1 * 7 * * — 2 
- 2 8 3 333 — 4 
2 - —_—_— —  _—_— — 4 — — = —_— — 2 — —.— — 
— 1 It — — 4 en "Gee — 


— 
— 


— —— 


— * 
or 6-8. 
— — _— — 
> 6-2 er at ws 


.-— = 4 : 
wp ein 5 iy PS 


9 
8 
— eons & 


> 
—— 


. * . 
—— 


1a 
0 


_ 8 ys pee es 
— — — a. 


, 5 
w Oo — 2 . 5 a pt r 
4 e — ens n 8 I 11 IS 
=; l - 2 4 
74 * 
85 = = 1 


% THE/LET TERS Book yi; 


running up and down the theatre, pretending to be 
ſtruck with the utmoſt admiration and rapture x 
the. performances of thoſe pantomimes, and then 
mimicking all their geſticulations, and 1 repeating the 
ſongs, in order to pay court to the lady patroneſs of 
this Company. But now all that theſe theatrica 
flatterers have got in return, is only a few trifling 
legacies, which they have the mortification to x. 
ceive from an heir, who was never ſo much ds pre 
ſent at Quadratilla's ſhews.—1 ſend you this ac: 
count, as knowing it is not diſagreeable to you to 
hear the news of the town, and becauſe when any 
b oceurrenee bas siven me pleaſure, 1 love to tenen 
it again by felating it. And indeed this inſtince 6f 
affection in Quadratilla, and the honor done there: 
in to that excellent youth her grahd-ſon; has af: 
forded me a very ſenſible ſatisfaẽtion; s f cx 
tremely rejoice that the houſe which once belonged 

to Caſſius, the founder and chief of the * Caſſian 
ſchool, is come into the poſſeſſion, of a perſon not 
leſs conſiderable than its former maſter; Fot be 
_ aſſured, my friend. will fill it as he ought, and it 
ancient luſtre will again revive under” Quadratus 
who, I am perſuaded, will prove. AS 729055 : an 
orator, as Caſſius v was a lawyer. Farewel. 
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eror Claudius: thoſe who followed his opinion were aid to 
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are going to ſpeak or recite in public, it is the judg - 
ment only of oſtentatious talents which we ſtand in; 


awe of: whereas in truth, thoſe who ſilently culti- 


vate the ſciences have ſõ much a higher claim to 


regard, as kt R 8 veneration to whatever ; 


give you upon erpeflende Terentivs' Jdnior having! 
paſſed thro? the military offices ſuitable to à perſon of 


Equeſtrian rank, 'and-executed{ with great integrity 


the poſt of receiver · general of the revenues in Nar- 
bonenſian Gaul, retired to his eſtate, preferring the 
enjoyment of an uninterrupted caitiicy, to thoſe 
honors which this ſervices had merited. He invited 
me lately to his houſe, w W 
only as a worthy maſter of a family, and an | 
ous farmer, ſtarted ſuch topics . 
which I imagined. he was moſt verſed. But he ſoon: 
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a cl u the four uicht Avifons of ancient Gaul: ite ex- 


tended from the Pyrenzan mountains, which" ſeparate France 
from Spain, to the Alps, which divide it from Italy, and com- 


prohende Languedoc, Provence, . and wer. 


Ito deſty canceal, or love of eaſe withdraw | 
from the notice of the world! and yet when we 


re, looking upon him | 


fp - 
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that which ever he uſes, ſeems to be the. lang 


ſhort, his converſation. has inereaſed my ſollieitude 
concerning my works, and taught me to fear the 
judgment of theſe retired country gentlemen, a5 


careful obſervation, daumen Rd iin dhe lite · 


E Fgrewel. 22 119411 117 (1 10 180 


With luſt P Ar fuch a, baren he is neither f fg of 


turned the diſcourſe, and with a great fund of 


knowledge, entered upon points of literature. With 


what elegance did he expreſs himſelf in Latin and 
Greek! for he is ſo perfectly well ſkilled in boch, 


wherein he particularly excels... How: end, 
is his reading! how tenacious his memory ]. Tou 
would not imagine him the; inhahitant of ;a;coun. 
try village, but of polite Athens herſelf. - In 


much as thoſe of more π,jU” and confpigunys; | 
learning. And let me ſperſusde you decide 
them in the ſame light : fon believe me, me, upon 


rary as Well as .militany World, .moſt. formidable 
abilities eoncealed under ca eee 
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zit. LES 27, 251 HN 2109 E on el 
I HE«dirigering diſorder of- a bad ne | 

1 gave mroccaſion latelytto reflect that ve ate 
never ſo vittudus as hem appreſt. with, ſickneſs, 
Whereis the man, who under the pain oft ny diſ- 
temper, is either ſolicited by avarice or enflamed 


love, nor the 001 of at ; her decke wicht idif. 
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Rome, as Pliny in hi 
| ſeems always 0 cke 
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ference upon the charms of wealth, and is contented 


with ever ſo ſmall a portion of j it, as being upon the 
pojnt of leaving even that little. It is chen he re- 
collects there are Gbds, and that he himſelf is but. a 
man: ho mortal is then the object of his epvyghis 
admiration, or his contempt; and the reports of 


llander neither raiſe his attention, per feed his curio- 


ity: his: imagination is wholly, employed upon 
bachs and fountains. Theſ are che ſubjects of his 

cares and wiſhes, while: he reſplyes, if he ſhould 
recover, to paſs the remainder; of his days in eaſe 
and tranqulllity, that is in ĩunocence and happineſs. 
| may therefore lay dovn to you and myſelf a ſhore 


rule, aich the philoſaphers have ondeavored to in- 
culcate at the expence: of many words, and even 
many volumes; that eee in health, 


* thoſe reſolutions me form in ſickn 
Emuil g 


I Farevxl. 


mo "The awakening po wer of 5 in CON io ben 


tifully deſcribed Port 1e baniſhed: 8 Shakeſpear's At hau 
like it, that it will e to take the 


lage, eſpecially as the thb 
ſame with this of Phny's be fore . 
Thus is oe een | Theſs are ths. Oe! 
That feelingly peeſuade me ' what Tas. . ed 
Suse une the rail bis co 1 : 


Which: like the toad, y and venomous, AY 
Weste yet a preclout fe in his head. a4. 2. 8e. I. 


is probable that fevers were the peculiar diſtemper of 
eneral alluſians to,difarders of £ the 8 
chem of the tro e 
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HE preſent receſs from buſineſs we are b bon 
Ce enjoying, affords you leiſure to give, and 
me to receive inſtruction. I amextremely'defirdus 
therefore to know your ſentiments concerning ſpec. 
tres, Whether you believe they have a real form, 
and are a ſort of divinities, or only the Falſeimpret 
'fions of a terrified i imagination! ? What particularly 
Anelines: me to give credit to their exiſtence,” i 
a ſtory which I heard of Curtius Rufus. When 
he was in low'circumſtances and unknown in the 
world, he attended the governor of Africa into 
"that province. One evening as he was walking in 
the public portico, he was extremely ſurprized with | 
the figure of a woman which appeared to him, of 
| Gze and beauty more than human. She told hin 
- ſhe was the tutelar power that preſided over Africa 
and was come to inform him of the future evehts 
of his life: that he ſhould 80 back to Rome, Where 
he ſhould be raiſed to the higheſt honors, and r. 
turn to that province inveſted with the proconfular 
dignity, and there ſhould die. Accordingly. every | 
_  dxcuraſiqnce of this prophtey. Was aQhally' accom- 
| nr ig flats e 
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plſhed. It is ſaid farther, that upon his arrival at 
Carthage, as he was coming out of the ſhip, the, 
ſame figure accoſted him upon the ſhore. It is. 
certain, at leaſt, that being ſeized with a fit of ill 

neſs, tho? there were no ſymptoms in his caſe chat 
| led his attendants, to deſpair, he inſtantly gave up 
all hope of recovery: judging, it ſhould ſeem, of 
the truth. of the future part of the prediction, by, 

that which had already been fulfilled, and of the | 
misfortune which threatened; him, by the ſucceſs 
which he. had experienced. To this ſtory let me 
add another as remarkable as the former, but at: 
tended with circumſtances of great. horror; 10 which 
I will. give you, exactly as, it was, related to me, | 
There was at Athens“ a large and ſpacious houſe, 
uhich lay under the diſrepute of being haunted. 
In the dead of the night a noiſe, reſembling the 
daſhing of iron, was frequently heard, which, if 
you liſtened more attentively, ſounded like the 
rattling of chains z at firſt it ſeemed at a diſtance, | 
but approached nearer by degrees: immediately | 

afterward a ſpectre appeared in the form of an old 
man, extremely meagre and ghaſtly, with a long 
beard and diſhevelled hair, rattling the chains on 
his feet and hands. The . nnn. in the 
een iD. d 3 { $70? mean 


v Lucian aten a tory Petty much ee w but 
190 the ſcene of it in Corinth, 
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mean while paſſed their nights uncfer che moſt dread. 

ful terrors imagfnable. This, as it broke heir rel, 
ruined their health; and e hens int diſtem. 
pers, which, together with their horrors of mind. 
proved in the end fatal to their lives. ven in the 
day time, tho the ſpirit did not appear, yer the re- 
membrance of it made'ſuch a trons impreſſion up- 
ontheir imaginations, that it ſtill ſeemed befbre their 
eyes, and continually alarmed them, tho” it wis 
no longer preſent. By this means the Houſe w 
at laſt deſerted, as being judged by every body to 
be abfolurely uninhabitable; ſo that it was now en- 
tirely abandoned to the'ghoft: However, in hopes | 
that ſome tenant might be founcf wHH⁰ was ignorint | 
of this great calamity which attended it, a bil vn If 
put ups giving notice that it was either to de tet or 
fold. It happened that Athenodorus the philoſo 

pher came to Arhens at this time, and reading the | 
bill, enquired the price. The extraordinary edeapneſi 
raiſed his Tuſpicion; nevertheleſs, when he heard 
the whole ſtory, he was ſo far from being difcou- 

raged; chat he was more ſtrongly inclined to hire 
. and, in” hart, actually did ſo. When it grew 
towards evening he ordered a couch to be'prepar- 

ed for him in tlie fore · part of the houſog and aftet 

calling for a light, together with his pen and tablets, 
he Aegean Napte th But ay his mind 
dah) +05 37 ho and | might 


Bob Vl. DF PLINYAET wy 
mig gut ror,” for Wart Uf emplbymeßt, be open to 
the ie terrors of inilgititty noiſes and? ſpirits,” ie 
applied himſelF #6 Leet with tHe üttnoſt attef 
ton. Thie firſt Part of the night paſted wih uſual 
flence; when at Tefigth the" chains began t6'rattle*: 
bowevet, He neicher fffted up his- eyes, nor läsd 
doin is ßen, bir Möerted his obſervition By 
purfulis His ſtüclies With pfeater earneſtneſs. Tlle 
noiſe ihctedſed and AdVEEd heater; till it muſh 
at the door, and at läſt in the chamber. He 
looked up and fav the” ghoſt exattly in the man- 
ner it had been deſetibed to him: it ſtood be- 
fore him, beckohing with the finger. Atheno- 
dorus made a figh wih Kis hand that it could 
wait a little, and threw his eyes again upon his 
papers; but the ghoſt ſtill ralthinz his ann i in 
his ears; he looked up and ſaw him beckonir 
as before. Upon this he immediately aroſe, and 
with the light in his hand, followed it. The 
_ ghoſt flowly ſtalked. along. as if encumbercd 
wich his chains, anidtürning i into che area of the 
houſe, ſuddenly vaniſped. Athenodorbs being 
thus deſerted, made a mark with ſome grals and 
leaves where the ſpirit, left him. The next day 
he gave information of this to the magiſtrates, and 
adviſed them to order that ſpot to be dug up. 
. This Was 40g: done, 00 che Keleton ofa 
— *& #© 1 13 ta man 
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man in chains was there found; for the body hu. 
trefied and mouldered away from the fetters. The 
bones being collected together were publicly bu 
ried, and thus after the ghoſt was appeaſed by the 
proper ceremonies, the houſe was haunted no more 
This ſtory I believe upon the credit of others; whu 
I am going to mention I give you upon my own, 

I have a freed-man named Marcus, who is by 10 
means illiterate. One * night as he and his younger 
brother were lying together, he fancied he ſaw ſome- 
body upon his bed, who took out a pair of ſciflar, | 
and cut off the hair from the top part of his head, 
and in the morning, it appeared the boy's hair yu 
actually cut, and the clippings lay ſcattered about 
the floor. A ſhort time after this, an event of the 
like nature contributed to give credit to the for 
N | Nein aeg e er 


e FThoſe who are unacquainted with the genius of the ancient 
Romans, may be inclined to think meanly of our author's judg · 
ment, from this and the following ſtory; but when it is remen- - 
bered that the greateſt characters which we meet with among 

that illuſtrious people, are all ſtrongly marked with a vein of 
ſuperſtition, no particular charge of weak credulity can with 
juitice be. brought from hence againſt Pliny, The truth is, it was 
a national turp, and countenanced by the conftitution of their 
government, inſomuch that omens, even of the'lowelt kind, 
were conſidered previous to every ſtep either of foreign or de- 
meſtic concern: and the wiſeſt and graveſt of their hiſtorians, 
the judicious. Livy not excepted, hade given into accounts of 
this nature. Even a noble hiſtorian among our own country» 
men, has not ſerupled to inſert a relation of the fame kind and 
credibility, in his hiſtory of the civil wars, 53 


nook, W. or BLINY.; 


mer ſtory- 4 _ lad of my family was ſleeping 
in bis apartment with the reſt, of his companions, 
when two perſpns © clad 1 in white came, in- (as he tells 
the ſtory) thro? the windows, and cut off his hair as 


he lay, and as | on as they had f finiſhed the Opera- 
tion, returned t the ſame way they entered. The 
next morning it was found that this boy had be 
ſerved juſt as the other, and with the very 
circumſtance of the hair ſpread about the rom. 
Nothing remarkable indeed followed theſe events, 
unleſs that 15 eſcaped a proſecution, in which, af 
Pomitian, (during whoſe: reign this happened) had 
lived ſome time longer, I ſhould certainly have been 5 
involyed. For Aer the; death of that emperor, ar- 
ticles of impeachment againſt me were found in his 
ſcrutore, which had been exhibited. by Carus. It 
may therefore, be conjectured, ſince it is cuſtomary 
for perſons 1 under any public accuſation to let their 
hair grow, this cutting off the hair of my ſcrvants 
was a fign,, I ſhould;eſcape the imminent danger 
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turely to conſider. chjs queſtion. The ſubject me- 
rits your examination; as, I truſt, 1 am not myſelf 
altogether unworthy to participate of the abun- 
dance of your ſuperior knowledge. And tho“ you 
ſhould, with your uſual {cepriciſm, ballance between, 
two opinions, yet d 7 hope vou will throw the 
veightier reaſons on one Lide, leſt, whilſt T conſult 
8 70 


that threatened me. Let me deſire you then ma- 
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But fin, who art 


"Friends de 


When they induige their cenfute. " As for myſelf, 


I gut of ah exceſt in friendſhip. Farewel, | 


_« ne ſont} Jamgis tant, de bien q Ae quand elles, ſe debordent; 
4 ale meme Fe amitie nA tien mei 


700 in order to ve in dovbrs Wind, w_—_ "MN 


dms me in the ſame Tuſpente and -— oma 
chat Secaſioned this ipplication.” Fare, 
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LETT ER XVIII. =} To Sein, 


0 72463 N. 9 8 103 


TERE ate, 1 ib ee ahh demn 

"it de ye, a being upon all oc th 
laviſh" in commendation of my friends. T atknoy. 
ledge the charge, and glory in it too; for can there 
be a nobler error chan an exceſs of "benevolence? 
©rhiefe, let ine af, chat are better 
"a<quiirited with my friends than 1 am myſelf? 

Yet grant there are any ch, Why" will they deiy 
int 6" pleaſing a —_ bf For ſuppoſing ri 


them, F berränhy Tn am Kid in - believing they do, 
Let chech recommend then this ungenerous ftr. 
heſs to thoſe (and their number is not Inconfider. 


able) Wh& imagine they ſhe their judgment, 


they Wilt neyer be able to perſuade me I can de 
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I. at dei m finſt, py they. 
your indignation, and perhaps, when you had 


bg ales yourſelf a: little, yu would be in 
ne clined 10 laugh again, were yoh to road what 
th you will ſcarce: give credit 26 without reading 
W. | lately 'obſerved/ in the; Tiburtine road, dar 
ere the firſt mile; ſtona, a monument erected t the 
er memory of Pallas, with the following inſcriptian: 
er THE SENATE DECREED TO HIM, AS A REWARD 


FOR HIS FIDELITY AND., AFFECTION T0. Nis PA- 
| TRONS, THE , HONOR or _ PRATORIAN © ORNA- 


MONT e de WITH, TAE suN or Weg 
MILLION QF, EST ERES | BUT, HE WAS cok - 
ED WITH; ACCEPTING, ONLY /THE HONOR, A am not | 
indeed apt tor, onder at diſtinctiong of this ſor, 
which oftner proceed from Fortune than Judg- 

ment ark cn oy: ads! reflecting when read 


#7 Ti; * 94 21 not; Pits 71 1 u | 


« Tra ae idle Co eig 
e was at n the court of Cla tus Caen, 
afterwards 1a In 4 . and raiſed him to his chief 
favor. The patrons mentioned i in this Inſeription, are chat 
emperor and his conſort Agrippina, to whom Pallas had like- 
Vile recommended himſelf 750 ſome fignal ſervices"! . 
The ſenate, 2s a mark of honorable - Gilinchon, would 
| ſometimes decree the privile ge of wearing the ornaments pecu- 
har to cortalii dignities, to perſons who had not enjoyed the 
office to hich choſe ornaments were — 
5 About 320, ol. FE our money. 
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this inſcription, how empty and ridiculous are thoſe 
honors, which are thus ſometimes thrown axay 
upon dirt and infamy; which ſuch a raſcal, in 
mort, had the aſſurànce both to accept and to re. 
fuſe, and then ſet himſelf forth to poſterity as 4 
example of ſingular moderation! Yet why ſhould 
it raiſe my indignation ? rather let me treat it as a 
matter to be laughed at, that perſons: of this chu 
radter, may not flatter themſelves; they have ob 
tained any thing very conſiderable, when their fuc 

_ ceſs r n them to  ridicute. ; Tal. 


NAW. | 7 AIR. n 


"Y ET T ER F 2 To Gzxrron, 4 


N EE 


1 AM extremely concerned tliat you have lot 


your pupil, a youth, as your letter aſſures me, 

of ſuch great hopes. Can I want to be informed, 
that his fickneſs and death muſt have inter 
rupted your ſtudies, knowing, as 1 do, with what 
exactneſs 'you fill up every duty of life, and how 
unlimited your affection is to all thoſe to whom you 
give your eſteem ? As for myſelf, buſineſs pur. 
ſues me even hither, and I am not out of the 
reach of people who oblige me to act either as 
their judge, or their arbitrator. To this. I muſt 
add, not only the continual complaints of the 
fanners, who claim a ſort of preſcription to try my 
patience: as 7 ory, but . nece . letting. 
out 


dab VI. 2 Or PEIN Ai d 


out my farms: an affair wich gives me much 
trouble, as it is exceedingly difficult to find buypro: 
per r tenants. For theſe reaſons I can on 
by ſnatches; ſtill however T ſtudy. I. ſometimes 
read, and ſometimes-I compoſe; but my!redding 

teaches me, by a very mortifying com pariſon, | 
what ill ſucceſs I attempt toabe an author myſeiſ. 

Tho' indeed you give me;great; encouragement, 
when you compare the piece I wrote in vindication 
of Helvidius, to the oration: of Hemaſthenes age 
Midias. I confeſs Thad that harangue in my vier 
when I compòſed mine; not that I pretend to 
rival it, (that would be an abſurd and mad attempt 
indeed) but Tlendeavored,”Townp to imitate it. as 
far as the difference of our ſubjects would admit, 
and as nearly as a genius af SERA ra; 95 an 
copy oe at it nee Peel Jr 

1 n 55 1611 £ £ 1. 1 49151 22911. E wt % 4H, 5 
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{A\Laudius'Pollib'is extteinely dees of your 
friendſhip; and he deſerves it not only for 
that reaſon; Hut becsuſe he gives" 50 555,40 
few ever require the one, Without retuth ing tlie 
other. He is an upright, honeſt, good-natured 
man, and modeſt, I had almoſt ſaid, beyond mea- 
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in the army together, where: he: commanded | 
troop:of horſe, and I had an oppaxtuinity o taking 
wnetret view of his character, tha merely what. his 
| being my fellow-officer gave mr. I was appointel 
vy the lieutenant- general 20 examine che accu 
of che ſeveral companies; and as 1 difcoyered: dmg 
inſtances of groſs ſavariq and Ineglect of du 
in ſome; fu. found the higheſt incegriey and tt 
1 ande in 288. He was aftrryrards promote 
to very conſiderable emplogments an the nung 
e FS, es yet rid temptations u 
turn aſide the inuiate biaſs of his foul rom loneſij, 
r pruſperity ſwell his breaſt, but he ꝓrbfrrved, in 
All. the variety of poſts 'thro?:whioll he paſſed, an 
unbroken repurati of kumanity ʒ Nhe ſuppomdd 
the wils of buflneſs with che ſa me fort of rhind 
he now diſcovers in Hils retrear;:! He ont indeed 
- quitted his retirement for a ſhort time, with preat 
applauſe, being called | by, my worthy friend Corel 
lius to his aſſiſtance, in Purchaſing and di 
out thoſe lands which were given by the lib 
of the emperor * Nerva, . Ad cohich there 
thing more to his honor, han ta be ths partic 
a Ne Wk, Fern, 4o many others, by her 
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on of ſo eminent a character? You may judge 


how faithfully he reveres, the ſacred ties. of friend- 
ſhip, by caſting your eyes upon the 10 wills * of 


ſeveral. of fis friends, particulagiy that of Muſo 


nius Baſſus, a perſon af diſtinguiſhed ſenſe; Polli 

(as he cultivates eloquence avwell as every other: 
valuable entlowvment) has very gratefully endea- 
vored to perpetuate. and extend the memory rf 
Bafſus, by publiſhing: an actount af his Ifez a 
crcumſtance-tqo wicoinmoni/is-well-as two gene- 
tous, not to bes applauded, ſince the yeneraliny: 
of the world deldom: mention the dead, unleſa to 
revile them. Receive then thig worth man, 
greatly deſirous (believe me) of your friendſhip, 
with the embratces of the warmeſt affection, and 
even invite him -to;acceptrofibas-whatoynivome: 
him; for he who makes che: Brit: amicable ad- 
vances, cannot o properly be. fad to metit a fator 


45 a reward, Farewel. 3 VIII T move 9b Du 
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LET TEE Tn. . Padres. 


' ellive el O00 noqu e ind gifs? 


* extremely glad that che arrival of my fiend 
rejoice that you made uſe (as your letter informs 


Tiro was acceptable to you. But above all 
me) of the opportunity which the preſence of the 
proconſul afforded you, of manumizing ſeveral of 

your ſlaves. For as I wiſh to: {ee our country im. 
proved by every poſſible method, ſo particularly by 
an ĩncreaſe of citizens, as that of all others, is the 
ſtrongeſt. ornament ar community dan Beceiwe. 1) 


am pleaſed too (not out of a ſpirit of vanity, on- of 
_ ever. Þconfeſs I amcpleaſed) with what you farther 4 
add, that both you and L were highly extolled; in fin 
the acknowledgments dich were made upon this — 
occaſion 3 for as Xenophon obſerves tte voice 5 
e praiſe is ſeveet 3) eſpecially when we think br 
we deſerve it. Farewell... 1 
| | eli 
LETTER N 1 To Hanf b 
b 
F Strongly preſage (and I am "nid I ſhall not : 
be deceiv'd) that your hiſtories will be immortal. t 
I ingenuouſly own therefore *, I ſo much the more 5 
5 earneſtly f 


— His wife Calphurnia? 8 e : 

- Þ See, ſetter 16 of this book. 
e © As ſome ingenious writers have affected to draw a con- 
| pariſon berween our author and Cicero, ta che „ . 


bock VIII. 8 BLINY. 1433 
earneſtly wiſh to find a place in them. If we are 
generally careful to have our faces taken by the beſt 
artiſts, ought we not to defire that our actions may 
be celebrated by an author of your diſtinguiſhed 
character? in view to this, Tacquaint you with the 
following affair; which tho it carinot have eſcaped 


the former; it will not, tig hoped, be thought any want of re- 
verence to a character, which deſerves the higheſt veneration 
| from every admirer of the fine arts, to ſet before the reader au 
inſtance, where Pliny greatly autſhines that noble example he 
was, upon all occaſions; ſo deſirous of copying. There is a let- 
ter of Cicero's extant, to the ſame purpoſe as this of Pliny's, 
addreſſed to his friend Lueceius *, who was writing the hiſtary 
of his own times. The agreeable Montaign be + pt them 
both as inſtances of immoderate ambition; and obſerves, that 
f fortune, as it were in pure ſpight, has taken care to hand 
down to us the vanity of theſe requeſts; while ſhe has long 
ſince deſtroyed the hiſtories they ſolicited.” Let it be re- 
marked, however, in juſtice to our author, that upon a com- 
pariſon of the two letters, the ambitien of Pliny will appear 
tar more reaſonable than that of Ciceto; for the latter does not 
ſcruple to preſs his friend to tranſgreſs the rules of hiſtory, and 
break through the bounds of truth in his favor: Te plane etiam 
atque etiam roo, ut & eruas e mehementius etiam quam furtaſſi 
ſentis, & in ea lages hiftarie negligas, amorigue naſtro pligſculum 
ttiam quam concedit veritas largirt: whereas Pliny, with a far 
nobler ſpirit, expreſsly declares he does not defire Tacitus ſhould 
ws 1 the fact, and that actions of real worth need only to 
be ſet in their true light. In Cicero's letter we read the ex- 
travagant dictates of the moſt immoderate ambition ; and he 
himſelf confeſſes he had not the aſſurance to look his friend in 
the face while he propoſed them Coram me tecum cadem bee 
agere ſæpe conantem deterruit pudor 4 in Pliny's we ſee nothing 
but what is agreeable to cool ſenſe, and the honeſt ambition of 
one who was confcious he had aged well, aud deſirous poſterity 
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your attention, as it is mentioned in the * journals | 


of the public, ſtill I acquaint you with it, that 
you may be more ſenſible how agreeable it will he 
to me, that this action, greatly heightened by 
the hazard which attended it, ſhould receive an 
additional luſtre from the teſtimony of ſo bright 
a genius. The ſenate appointed Herennius 


Senecio, and myſelf, counſel for the province of 


Bœtica, in their proſecution of Bœbius Maſk, 
He was condemned, and the houſe ordered his 
effects to be ſeized 1 into the hands of the public 
officer, 1 Shortly after, Senecio having. learnt 

| Faces "that 


14 


© Whether Flidy/m means by Fe Publica ana, A0 Journal 
of the ſenate, or what Tacitus and 1 Suetonius call the 
Diurna adta, may admit of a doubt. The former ſeems to 
have been exactly in the nature of our Votes of the houſe of 
commons, wherein a ſhort account was given to the public of 
What paſſed in the ſenate ; the latter appears very much to re. 
ſemble our Gazette, being an authoriſed narrative of the tranſ- 
actions worthy of notice which happened in Rome.  Petronius 

has given us the form of the latter of theſe, in his account of 
Trimalchio; and as it may not, perhaps, be unentertaining to 
the Engliſh reader, to ſee how exactly a Roman news- paper 


runs in the ſtile of a modern one, the following 4 15 an article « 


two out of it. 


On the 26th of July; 30 bays and 1 girls were bom at 


6 © Trinalchio' s eſtate at Cuma.” © 


„At the ſame time a ſlave was pat to death for utering 


4 diſreſpectful words againſt his lord,” * 

The ſame day a fire broke out in Pompey gardens 
« which began in the night, in the al 1 88 
Perron. Arr. p. 196, * Var. 9 * 
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that the conſuls intended to fit to hear petitions, 
came to me, and propoſed that we ſhould go toge- 
ther, and addreſs them with the ſame unanimity 
we executed the office which had been enjoined us, 
that they would not ſuffer Maſſa's effects to be 
diſſipated by thoſe who were appointed to-preſerve 
them. I anſwered, that as we had been counſel in 
this cauſe by order of the ſenate, I would recom- 
mend it to his conſideration, whether it would be 
proper for us, after ſentence had paſſed, to inter- 
meddle any farther, + * You are at liberty, faid 
he, to preſeribe what bounds you pleaſe to 
« yourſelf, who have no particular connections 
« with the province, except what ariſe from. your 
« late ſervices to them; but it is not ſo with me, 
„who was born there, and enjoyed- the Poſt of 
« Queſtor among them.“ Tf ſuch, I told him, was 
his determined reſolution, I was ready to attend 
him, that whatever reſentment ſhould be the conſe- 
quence of this affair, i it might not fall ſingly 1 upon 
himſelf. Accordingly we went to the conſuls, where = 
Senecio ſpoke what he thought proper u pon the 
| occaſion, to which I ſubjoined, a few words on my 
part. We had ſcarce ended, when Maſſa, com- 
plaining that Senecio had not acted againſt him 
with the fidelity of an advocate, but the bitterneſs 
ol an enemy, deſired he might be at liberty to pro- 
e ſecute | 
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oute him for *treaſon. ' The whole aſſembiy wi; 
ſtruck with the utmoſt conſternation and horror 
at this motion. I immediately vole up; . Moſt 


The reader will nndoubtedly be ſarprized to End à pro- 
ſecution of Irbaſda, founded merely upon « ſuggeſtion of mil. 
conduct in the management of a. private trial, But this digi. 
culty will be cleared, perhaps, hy confidering the thardter sf 
Domitian, in whoſe reign thinttanſaction happened. To ſhey 
any diſlike io thoſe who were the favorites of that infamous en. 
peror, was conſtruell by hic inte an att of treaſon lagainſt him. 
lelf. He could gather that poiſonous weed (as our author in 


his panegyfic ſtrongly expreſſes it) even from the barren finds 
bf n (trimitia maja in arena "colligebat 3 fbr not 
to admire his very gladiators, was deemed, in thoſe wretched | 
tines, an act bf «yay. If thefeſore Maſfa Was in the good 
graces of Domitian, it would; have. been very eaſy for the 
former, to ſtrain the honeſt zeal which Senecio had ſhewn in 
Ttonducting this eauſe, into an inſtante of diſteſpett to the em- 
per And the character which Tacitus gives of this Maſſa 


rongly fupports that fuppoſitivn, for he deferibes him w the m 
bane of every gdod man, and an inſtrument of thoſe calamities the 


which the Romans ſuffered under Domitian : optimo cuigue exi- -: 

Hoſur, Tays he, & ja chigſas malorum que lulmus. I Tacit. hit. po 

| 4117180 It muſt he owned however, that the expreſſion in the | 
þ 


ori gi nal Cpoffulatio impietatis q dòes not fo abſolutely antnecel- 
arily imply alprdſecuiion of trraſon, hut that ĩt nay admit of ce 
another interpretation. Accordingly, a.gentleman of diſtin- | 
guimed learning, who favored the ase i his ſentl⸗ 2 
2 ments upon this paſſage, has offered a conjecture much too in. nc 
genious to be ſuppreſſed, ** It was the practice (he obſerves) 
| * of tl. ancients, that all tepofites, truſts, Jequeſtrations, . 
wills, Sc. ſhould. be lodged in the moſt ſecure and unſuſ- 4 
* pected places; =ecortlin ly Aley choſe thbir teinples for 4 
*« that putp6ſe, and the prleſts were ef courſe the legal ſo- 40 
FböCJ % ĩ˙çE‚» AA 4 
e 
Nous ibi ua Theotimum one aurim. depoſuiniie, || | th 
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dock Fi. OF BEINY. 437 
« noble conſuls, ſaid I, I am afraid it ſhould ſeem 


« that Maſſa has tacitly charged me with having 
« fayored him in this cauſe, ſince he did not think 


« proper to join me in the deſired proſecution.” 


This ſhort ſpeech was extremely well received by 
thoſe who were preſent ; as it ſoon afterwards got 
ar, and was mentioned by every body with gene- 
ral applauſe. The late emperor Nerva (who tho? 
at that time in a private ſtation, yet gave attention 
to every worthy. ation which paſſed in public) | 
wrote a letter to me upon the occaſion with great 
good ſenſe, wherein he not only congratulated me, 
but the age, which had produced an example ſo 
much in the ſpirit (as he was pleaſed to call it) of 
the ancients. But, whatever it be, it is in your 
power to heighten and ſpread the luſtre of it: tho 
far am I from deſiring you would in the leaſt ex- 
ceed the bounds of reality. Hiſtory ought to be 
guided by ſtrict truth, and worthy actions require 
nothing more. Farewel. e 18 


And of this thi tlaGe aud civid-law-books furniſh nbundane 


60 E He thinks therefore, that an inſinuation that Maſſa 
had been tampering with the church to betray this fidei-com- 
* miſſum, and that the ſecurity became ſuſpicious, might / 
« fibly carry an action of impiety.” However, upon a cloſer 
examination of the letter, and comparing it with the hiſtory of 
that age, the interpretation adopted in the text, may, perhaps, 
be juſtified, * e Rs ages = e 
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LETTER I 29 Storrs 


| Hal is: good journey hither, excepting only 

that ſome of my ſervants were diſordered by 
the violent heats. Poor Encolpius, my reader, 
whoſe aſſiſtance is of ſuch ſervice to me in my 
ſtudies and -amuſements, was ſo affected with the 
duſt, chat! it occalioned his ſpitting of blood: an 
E e 5 1203 19h 


2 Perſons of _ _ 38 among the 8 0 | 
tained in their ſamilies a . whoſe ſole buſineſs was to 


read to them. bg 
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449 THE LETTERS Bock vn. 
accident which will prove as unfortunate to me, 
as to himſelf, ſhould he be thereby rendered unt 
for thoſe purpoſes, of literature in which he ſo 
greatly excels. If that ſhould unhappily be the 
event, where ſhall I had one who will read my 
works with ſo much ſpirit" and harmony, or admire 
them with ſo much fondneſs ? But the gods ſeem 
to favor our better hopes, as his bleeding iz 
ſtopped, and his pain abated. He is himſelf ex. 
tremely temperate ; as no care or concern is wart. 
ing efthed on our parts Gr his phyſicians, This, 
with the wholeſomneſs of the air, and the quiet of 
retirement, gives us reaſon to expect, that the 
country will contribute as much to * 
zes to his repay, Farevel) 
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LETTER IL 2 Caves. 


THE R people viſit their eſtates in ordet 
1 to recruit their purſes; whilſt I go to mine 
only to return ſo much the poorer, I had fold my 
vintage to the. merchants, who were extremely 
eager to purchaſe it, encouraged by the price itthen 
bore, and what it was probable it would riſe to; 
however they were diſappointed in their expects 
tions. Upon this occaſion to have made the ſame 


genen! 
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general abatement to all, would have been much 5 
the eaſieſt, tho not ſo equitable a method. But 
juſtice, according to my eftimate, is the nobleſt of 
all virtues, and to be purſued in one's domeſtic 
as well as public conduct; in minute, as in great 
affairs; and in our own, as well as in the concerns 
of others. And if every deviation from rectitude 
is equally * criminal, every approach to it muſt be 
equally laudable. In the firſt place then, I remit- 
ted to all in general one eighth part of the price 
they had agreed to give me, that none might go 
away without a mark of my liberality: in the next, 


I particularly conſidered thoſe who having advanced 
large ſums towards their purchaſe, and done me fo 
much the more ſervice, ' and had been greater 


ſufferers themſelves. To thoſe therefore, who 
bought of me to the value of more than ten thou- 
and ſeſterces, I gave back (over and belide that 


which I may call the general and common eighth) 
a tenth part of what they had paid above that ſum, 
I don't know whether 1 expreſs myſelf clearly 
enough; I will endeavor to explain my meaning 
more fully: for inſtance, ſuppoſe a man had pur. 
chaſed of me to the value of fiftcen thouſand ſe- 


Kerces, 


a It was a dare maintained by the Swe that all crimes 


1 801. of our money. e 
6 About 120 l. of our money. F 4 
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ſterees, - I remitted'to him one eighth part of that 
whole ſum, and likewiſe one tenth of * five thou. 
ſand. Beſides this, as ſeveral had depoſited, in gif. 
ferent proportions, part of the price they had x 
greed to pay, whilſt others had advanced nothing; 
I thought it would not be agreeable to equity, that 
all theſe ſhould be favored with the: ſame undiſtin. 
4 guiſned remiſſion. To thoſe therefore Who had 


2 
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1 | made any payments, I returned a tenth part upon 
A each of the ſums ſo paid. By this means I made 
1 a proper acknowledgment to each of them, ac. 
= cording to their reſpective deſerts; and likewiſe 
RK | encouraged them, not only to deal with me for the 
| future, but to be forward in their payments, This 
1 inſtance of my good - nature or my judgment (call 
: | it which you pleaſe) was a very. conſiderable ex- 
. | pence to me. However, I found my account in it; 
; ; | for all the cauntry 0 greatly | approved both of this 
| uncommon piece of generoſity, and the method in 
3 | which I conducted 1 it. Even thoſe whom I did not 


meaſure (as they ſay) by the ſame. ell, but diſtin- 
guiſhed according to their ſeveral degrees, thought 
themſclves obliged to me, in proportion to the in- 
tegrity of their diſpoſitions; and went away pleaſed 
with having experienced, that not with me 
"+2. T be brave and mean an 5 honor find. 
Farewel. 
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LETTER III. To SrAnSvs, 4 


ou tell me that of all my * ahi laſt 

1 ſent you 18 your greateſt favorite. The 

ſane judgment has likewiſe been paſſed upon it 
by another of my very learned friends: and I am 

the more inclined to believe that neither of you is 
miſtaken, not only as it is improbable you both 
ſhould, but becauſe I am much diſpoſed to flatter 
myſelf. I would always, indeed, have my laſt 
performance appear the moſt. finiſhed; and for 

that reaſon prefer the ſpeech 1 lately pybliſhed, 
to that which you mention. I will ſend it you as 
ſoon as I can meet with a ſafe conveyance, - And 
now I have raiſed your expectations of this piece, 
I doubt you will be diſappointed when it comes 
to your hands, In the mean while, however, you | 
may expect it as - oldie that will pleaſe you: 
and who knows but! it may = 1 arewel. 


LETTER I, 1. Canmivs. | 


1 Greatly approve your deſign of writing a poem 

upon the Dacian war: for where could you 
by haye choſen a ſubject! ſo N ſo full of events, ſo ex- 
g 1 benſtve, 
1 Dacir complied f hack of he" in e of 


Hungary, WINS: with part of Franfilvania, Servia, TY 5 
chia 
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each of the ſums ſo paid. By this means I made 
a a proper acknowledgment to each of them, ac. 


encouraged them, not only to deal with me for the 
future, but to be forward in their payments. This 
inſtance of my good - nature or my judgment (call 

it which you. pleaſe) was a very. confiderable ex- 
pence to me. However, I found my account in it; 
for all the country greatly approved both of this 
uncommon piece of generoſity, and the method in 
which I conducted it. Even thoſe whom I did not 


guiſhed according to their ſeveral degrees, thought 


themſelves obliged to me, in proportion to the in. 
tegrity of their diſpoſitions; and went away pleaſed 


5 Fare. 
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ſterces, I remitted'to him one eighth part of that 
whole ſum, and likewiſe one tenth of * five thou. 
ſand, Beſides this, as ſeveral had depoſited, in dif. 
ferent proportions, part of the price they had 2. 
greed to pay, whilſt others had advanced nothing; 
I thought it would not be agreeable to equity, that 
all theſe ſhould be favored with the ſame undiſtin. 
guiſhed remiſſion. To thoſe. therefore who had 
made any payments, I returned a tenth part upon 


cording to their reſpective deſerts; and likewiſe 


meaſure (as they ſay) by the ſame ell, but diſtin- 


with having experienced, that not with me 
* The Frave and mean an * honor find. 
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LETTER um. To Seaasus. 


OU tell me that of all my * the laſk 
I ſent you is your greateſt favorite. The 
ſme judgment has likewiſe been paſſed upon it 


the more inclined to believe that neither of you is 
ſhould, but becauſe I am much diſpoſed to flatter 


performance appear the moſt finiſhed; and for 
that reaſon prefer the ſpeech 1 lately publiſhed, 

to that which you mention. I will ſend it you as 
ſoon as I can meet with a ſafe conveyance, . And 
now I have raiſed your expectations of this piece, 
I doubt you will be diſappointed when it comes 


and who knows but i. mn F<  Farewel. 


I Greatly approve your deſign of writing a poem 
upon the Dacian war: for where could you 


by another of my very learned friends: and I am 
miſtaken, not only as it is improbable you both 


myſelf. I would always, indeed, have my laſt 
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to your hands. In the mean while, however, you 
may expect it as ſomething that will "re you: 


LETTER Iv. To Camus, | 5 


have choſen 2 object ſo 5 ſo full of events, ſo ex- 
2 Dacia ebe wet of the" prefene bes of 


Hungary, toge ther with yu" of FER, — wo 
Chia 
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444 THE LEFT ERS Book VIII. 
tenſive, and fo poetical? a ſubject, which while it 

has all the marvellous of fiction, has alt the Þlidir 
of truth. You will ſing of rivers taught to flow in 
new channels; of bridges * thrown over immenſs 
rivers; of encampments upon the dreadful ſtery 
„ KEE JS RS ORE FED a3 2" 88795 oy” = g 1 Bd. of 
ued and added to the Bo- 


man empire by Trajan, in memory of whoſe victories over this 


184 ſtops, which wind round the infige. The gutfide is 

10 15 relievo, h the NE: WA 2 lvally | 
able circumſtances af this expedition. F Rartali cnianua Ti 
After the death of Trajan, his aſhes were . ome 
authors fay, in. a golden ball on the top of this noble pillar: 


: but Eutropius affirma they were depoſited under it. 3 urch. 


„„ PREM | 1 | 
It ' probahle Pliny here alludes to the famous bridge 
built by Trajan over the riyer Danube, in the dppes Mæſa, 

that /aft flight, as Sir William Temple calls it, BF nec ar- 

chitecture. * It is ſtiled by the ancients, the moſt ſtagzely fa- 

e bric of that nature in the univerſe. It was all of ſquare 
« ſtone, and contained 20 arches, each of them 120 fect 

| © above the foyndgtian, and 60 feet in breadth, all. difline 
© from each other 170 feet. It was built where the river was 

„ narroweſt, and conſequently where the ſtream was tro! 

« and moſt rapid ; which renders the fabric ſtill more ſtupen- 
% dous, on account of the almoſt inſurmountable difficulties 
they muſt have met with in laying ſo large. a foundation. 

The architect employed upon this occaſion, was one Apol- 
lodorus of Damaſcus, who, it ſeems, left a deſcription of 

** this great work, We are told that ſame gemains gue füll to 

5 be ſeen of it near Zeveria, in Lower Hungary.—Adrign 

4 fearing the Barbarians might make ws of 1060 desde the 

„Roman texritories, broke. dawn: the arches; hut the pier 

were ſtill ſtanding in Dion Caſſius's time, that is, 120 years 
after, though they ſerved only to ſhew, ſays the writer, 

the utmoſt extent of human power. This ſtupendous fa- 

45 bei was begun and ended in à ſummer.” Unix, Hin. 
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of craggy mountains; and of a nights *king 
ſuperior to adverſity, tho? forced. 70 abandon his 
crown, and even his life. You will deſcribe 100, 
the glorious victor's double triumph, one of Which 
vas the firſt that Was ever gained over chat nation, 
ill chen unſubdued, as the other will be the 
laſt. There is one difficulty however, and a very 
confiderable one it is, where to find expreſſions 
equal to the grandeur of the ſubject ; a difficulty 
which ſeems almoſt inſuperable even to your 


elevated genius, | tho” capable of riſing to the 
moſt ſublime fubjects. Something too there will 


be of labor in reconciling thoſe barbarous and 


uncouth names, eſpecially: that of the king 
himſelf, to the harmony of Grecian numbers, 
There is nothing, however, ſo hard that art and in- 


| duſtry cannot, atileaft, mitigate, if not abſolutely 


ſubdue. If Homer is allowed to contract or leng- 
then, or change even Grecian names, which are 


nothing harſh to the ear, in order to make them 


run more ſmoothly in his verſe; why ſhould the 
ſame e be e nen ſince it is 
9 14 en 


c Dank _ of * — whe rather' than fall i 511 | 
the hands of the conqueror, or live in dependence, put au end 


to his ewn life. 


rom hence Catanzus-conjeQures, upon the credit of Oro 
fivs, that the true name of the king was Diurpaneus, which 
was afterwards A by * Greek and TR writers, to 
Decebalu. 5 
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to celebrate, looſen all your cordage, ſpread every 
_ tail, and then, if ever, launch forth with the ful 


allow me to be poetical, when I am talking to 


— — — 


touches; and even before, while it is only a rude 


446 THE LETTER S Bock vm 
neceſſity, and not affectation, that pleads for that in 


dulgence? Come on then, my friend, and afte; mn 
having, as poets are wont, invoked the gods, Wh 55 
and among the reſt, that divine hero *, whoſe \ fr 


mighty deeds and deep counſels you are going 


flow of your unbounded genius: for you muſt 


poet. And now 1- inſiſt that you ſend me every 
part, | as ſoon as it has received your laſt finiſhing 


ſketch, and yer in erabryo. Lou will: tell me, that 1 

a detached piece cannot pleaſe, like one entire de- "the 
ſign, nor an unfiniſhed plan be as agreeable as 5 
complete performance. I am very ſenſihle it can- oY 
not, and therefore ſhall conſider it only as a work _ 
in its firſt rudiments, as a ſeparate! and disjoined ol 
member; and ſhall faithfully lay it up in my ſcru · 10 
tore, to wait your laſt hand. Indulge: me then [os 
with this inſtance, above others, of your affection, 10 
that you ſuffer me to be privy to What you pi 
would chooſe to conceal even from every body. 3 
In a word, though the more time and caution 4 
| you: take in communicating your works,. the Fa 
more, poſſibly, it may heighten my eſteem and pl 
| in” | * 2g, ap- th 
"8 Trajan. Teck, e 5 ieee 80 
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approbation of the poet, yet the leſs you uſe of 
either upon this occaſion, the more I ſhall & certain- 
| ly love and — the friend. Fare wel. 


LETTER v. 2 rule. 1 f 
UR fand ende is pierced: with the 
ſevereſt affliction. He has loſt his wife! a 
lady whoſe uncommon virtues would have ren- 
dered her an ornament even to ancient times. He 
lived with her thirty-nine years in the moſt unin- 
terrupted harmony. How reſpectful was her be- 
havior to him! and how did ſhe herſelf deſerve 
| the higheſt veneration, as ſhe blended and united 
in her character, all thoſe amiable virtues that 
adorn and diſtinguiſn the different periods of fe- 
male life! It ſhould; methinks, afford great con- 
ſolation to Macrinus, that he has thus long en- 
joyed ſo exquiſite a bleſſing. But that reflection 
ſeems only ſo much the more to imbitter his 
loſs; as indeed the pain of parting with our hap- 
pineſs, {till riſes in proportion to the length of its 
continuance. I cannot therefore but be greatly 
anxious for ſo valuable a friend, till this wound 
to his peace ſhall' be in à condition to admit of 
proper applications. I ime however, together with. 
the neceſſity of the thing, and even a ſatiety of 
grief itſelf, will beſt Fe his cure. Farewel. 
I L E 1 
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LETTER VI. 2 Monranvs, 
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Tr laſt letter has by this time, L imagine, in- 
formed you, that I obſerved lately upon 2 
harms" e the memory of Pallas, the 
9 inſcription: The * ſenate: drereed 10 bin 
as 4 reward for his fidelity and affettion to bis 5c. 
trons, the honor of the Pretorian ornaments, tne 
tber with the ſum of fifteen millions: of ſeſterces : bu 
be 4was contented with accepting only the honey, 
I afterwards thought it worth while to ſearch for 
this decree, and found it run in 2 ftrain Þ ver 
extravagant, that this proud inſcripti 
_ modeſt and humble to it. The elogitms which 
| have been given to the moſt illuſtrious Romans, 
the Scipios and the Mummiiz but (to come 
the Pompeys, fall infinitely: ſhort! of thoſe which 
have been Javiſhed upon Pallas. Was it a ſpi- 
rit of banter, ſhall I ſuppoſe, or a ptineiple of 
flavery that produced this decree? I would aſcribe 
it to the former, were not taillery unbecoming 


. 2x — 1 
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See B. 7. let. 29th, and the notes there,” 
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ed then to be the maſt abjet ſybjeRtion * ? Yey who is 
ſo wretchegly ſunk as to ſubmit ro ſuch meanneſs f 


| Or was it the luſt of ambition that gave birth to 


this decree, and. the author, perhaps, propoſed i it 
with a view of paving the way to his on advance- 8 
ment? But whom can we ſuppoſe ſo mad as to 

deſire to raiſe himſelf at the expence both of bis 

own and the public honor, and that! in a communi- 
ty where to be firſt in rank was only to he firſt in 
ſartery of Pallas? Not to mention their offering 

o a ſlave the Prætorian honors; t they were ſlaves 

themſelves who did ſo: to paſs by that part of ; 
their dectee, where they ſay that Pallas ought not 
only to be intreated, but campelled. to wear the,” 
golden. ring: no doubt i it Was not conſiſtent with 
the dignity of the ſenate, that a perſon f Pretorian 
rank ſhould wear an iron one: not to take notice, 
I fay; of theſe lighter inſtances, let us ohſerve the 
following very extraordinary. clauſe : The ſenate 
(and was it not purified after ſo vile a pollution?) | 


the ſengte returts thanks to Claudius, not only far the 


Honorable mention be himſelf was pleaſed 0 make of 


Pallas, but for the opportunity afforded the houſe 
of teſtifying their good-will tawargs him. 
highly to the aber no doubt, of che ſenate, not to 


It was 


Vor. u. 7 „ bine r — 


_ Nang but 1 — been bad Hh. 2 of woat- 
ing a gold ring; as an iron one was a * of forviewde. 
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appear deficient in point- of gratitude to Pallas 
It goes on: ＋ bat Pallas, to whom every man Actrd. 
ing to bis abilities, acknowledges bis obligations, n may 
receive the juſt reward bf his fidelity and. Angulur 
ſervices.” Would one not imagine that he had ex- 
tended the bounds of the empire, or, at leaſt, pre. 
ſerved the armies of the ſtate? But it proceed: 
fi nce no occaſion more agrecable could prefent 2 
the ſen ate and. the Roman People, of exe#tifing ther 
Iiberality, than an opportunity of rewarding one who 
had proved himſelf fo honeſt und difinterefted a gur 
lian of the emperors ances; —Such * was the glori 5 f 
dus ambition of the ſenate at that time; hc the 
higheſt pleaſure of the people; ; ſuch the molt 


agreeable occaſion of exerciſing their liberality, w K 
have an oppottunity of exhauſting the publi þ 
* ſures upon Pallas! It follows; ; the ſenate therefr hi 
voted that Ffieen millions of fe efterces ſhould be paid p 
Him out of the treaſury, and, as he has a ſoul fur abore 1 
dgſires of. this kind, that the emperor foould be ſo a 
much the more frrongly intreated to uſe bir aiithoril 1 
* woith Pallas, to oblige him to comply with the incl. A 


nation of the ſenate. Nothing more indeed ſeemed 

wanting to complete this extraordinary ſcene, than f 
_ that the imperial authority ſhould interpoſe; that 
Pallas ſhould be preſſed to yield to the ſenate; that 
Cæſar himſelf ſhould be called in to nds this 
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inſolent piece of ſelf-denial, leſt the humble Pallas 
ould refuſe fifteen millions of ſeſterces! He re- 
fuſed, nevertheleſs; the offer the public made him 
of this immenſe ſum; the only thing he could poſ- 
fibly have done more arrogant than accepting it. 
Yet even this the ſenate applauded, and ſeems to 
lament in the following clauſe. But. whereas our 
excellent prince and. father of his country. has, at the 
inftance ef Pallas, expreſſed his deſire. to have that 
| part of the vote remitted which relates to the giving 
him fifteen millions, of ſefterces. out, of the treaſury, 
the ſenate declares, that it Was with much willing- 
ſs and great juſtneſs they voted, among i other bo- 
urs, the ſaid intended ſum 10 Pallas, upon account 
of | bis fidelity and vigilance : 5 however, in compli- 
ance with the emperor's inclination, <obi b they 
think, cannot without impiety be oppoſed in any in- 
ſfance, they obey it even in this. Figure to yourſelf : 
Pallas entering his proteſt, as it were, againſt the 
decree of the ſenate; moderating 4 the honors which 
were offered him, and refuſing, as ſomething much 
more valuable, the fifteen, millions, when at the 
fame time he accepted the Prætorian ornaments, as 
a preſent of an inferior natufe. Repreſent to your: 
{elf Cæſar yielding to the intreaties of his freed- 
man in the face of the ſenate, or rather indeed, 
obeying, his commands.;. for ! in ſuch a caſe, to pro- 
ob FP: Poſe, 
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poſe, is to command. Imagine the ſenate decly. Book 
ing in every clauſe of this'decree; that it wis wg i '” 
great willingneſs and juſtice! the ' houſe intended, WY ''* of 
among other honors, to preſent Pallas with thy WM tht t 
ſum: and that it would have perſiſted in doings, WM Picat 
but for the inclination of the emperör, chic ic Mi - K 


was impious in any point to oppoſe! Was itox. and f 
ing then only to the obſequiouſneſs of che ſenatz 8 
and the modeſty of Pallas, that he did not cart of fuſed 
fifteen millions out of the treaſury? "And was ith 
this inſtance, of all others, that they would hai 
made an exception to their obedlience, if they had 
thought it right'to have done ſo in any? And non, 
after all this, you will imagine perhaps, that you 
are got to the end. Have patience however, ther 
is ſtill ſomething more remarkable behind: 4 
whereas it is highly expedient, "Bat the generous 10 
poſition of the emperor to approve and reward merit, 
-frould be every where made" known and celebrate, 
eſpecially in fuch places where thoſe who bave the 
"care and atminiſtration of bis a Huis, muy be er- 
cited to an imitation ;  and* whereas the approvid 
fidelity and integrity of Pallas my ſtir up other 
endeavor at ſo landable an enintation—1t is therefore | 
 Feſolved, that the memorial <vhich the emperor read tu 
the ſenate on the 28th of January laſt, together with 
5 the decree of the ſenate og on ſhall be engrav 
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in tablets of braſs, and hung up near. the, tia ftas, 
ne of Julius Ceſar., It was not, it ſeems, ſufficient 
that the ſenate alone ſhould. be witneſs to this com- 
plicated diſgrace;, but the moſt frequented place in 
al Rome was 'cholen, in order to diſplay it to that 
and future ages: it Was decreed, that all the honors 
of 2 moſt inſolent ſlave, both thoſe which he.re- 
fuſed, and theſe Which, as much as in the authors 
of the decree lay, he had borne, ſhould be inſcribed 
in braſs: the Prætorian honors decreed to. Pallas 
were inſcribed, like ancient treaties or ſacred laws, 
upon public and everlaſting monuments of braſs ! 
ſo great was their know not what name to 
give it——that the emperor choſe. to diſplay his 
weakneſs, the ſenate its meanneſs, and Pallas his 
inſolence in the face of all the world! The ſenate 
was not aſhamed to palliate this turpitude with 
the ſhew of reaſon ; and a noble one, in truth, it 
was, even hat others might be encouraged by the 
rewards conferred upon Pallas, to a laudable emula- 
tian of bis conduct Thus. contemptible were all 
honors rendered, even thoſe which the noble 
Pallas did not diſdain to accept! And yet there 
were found perſons of rank and birth, who were 
ſo humble as to deſire and ſolicit thoſe very ho- 
nors, which they th thus ſaw conferred | upori'a a freed- 
| © Pf * a man, 


[4 


81 In the Forum, 
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man, and offered by ſlaves. Happy for me that] 
was not born in thoſe' times, which I cannot help 
bluſking for, as if T had actually lived in them! 
and 1 doubt not, they raiſe the ſame ſentiments; in 
you. I know the honeſt warmth of your temper, 
and am perſuaded, tho 1 may perhaps in ſome 
places have been tranſported | into a higher tran 
of expreſſion, than is ſuitable to the epiſtolary ſtyle, 
5 you will rather think I have nern too n thay 
foo much indignation. * arewel. Ele 


22 * * 8 
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rb. R VO. To {AP 


g 1 EN you | fent.r me e yaur — it Was 
Y not (as you were pleaſed to ſay yourſelf) a3 
one maſter, or diſciple, would communicate his 
works to another, but with the condeſcenſion of a 
preceptor to his ſcholar z for i in that relation I mu 
conſider myſelf to you. Accordingly you. ſum: 
mon me to my ſtudies, whilſt I am playing the tru- 
ant and prolonging the Saturnalian * holy- -days,— 
Tell me now, could I haye made you.; a more ſtiff 
and aukward compliment, or glyen a ſtronger 
proof, that. 48 am fo far from deſerving . to be your 
inſtructor, that I am not even. worthy.to be your 
pupil? However, I will take upon myſelf the 
Character you have inveſted me with, and exert 
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rr 8 «3 ; ; ; the 
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the authority you have given me over your book.” 
And with ſo much the more freedom, as I have 
nothing to ſend, you of my own in return, upon 
which = 17 take your bi Parew el. | 


＋ 27ts: 


* vp * 


"+1 


LE T TE * vin. To Romans. : 


FAVE you ever ſeen the ſource of the river 

. * Clitumnus ?. As never heard you men- 
tion i, Ii imagine, not ; ; let me therefore adviſe you 
to do ſo immediately. It is but lately indeed 
[ had that pleaſure, and I condemn myſelf for not 
having ſeen it ſooner. At the foot of a little hill, 
covered with venerable and ſhady cypreſs trees, a 
ſpring. iſſues out, which guſhing in different and 


into a ſpacious baſon, fo extremely clear, that you 
may ſee the pebbles, and the little pieces of money 
which are * thrown | into it, as oy lie at the bot- 
N 5 f . _ tom. 


+; 5 * * 
++ ; 


Now called Clitumns : it riſes a little ae the villa e of 
Campello in Ombria. The inhabitants near this river ſtill re- 


property, imagining it makes the cattle white that drink of it: 
a quality for which it is likewiſe celebrated by many of the La- 
un poets, See Addiſon's Travels. 

d The heads of conſiderable rivers, hot ſprings; large bodies 


and cultivated with religious ceremonies. Magnorum fluminum 
(lay s Seneca) capita reveremer; ſubita 2 er abdito pati am- 
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tain a notion, that its waters are attended with a ſupernatural | 


of ſtanding water, c. were eſteemed holy among the Romans, 
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unequal 1 ſtreams, forms itſelf, after ſeveral windings, 
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tom. From rhenes it is carried off not ſo moch 
by the decliyity of the ground, as by its un 
ſtrength, and fulneſs. . Itis navigable almoſt a 48 Toon 
as it has quitted its ſource, and whe enough to ad. 
mit a free paſſage for veſſels to paſs by each other, 
as they fall with ot againft t the ſtream. The cur. 
rent runs ſo ſtrong, tho the ground is level, tha 
the large barges which f go down the tiver hav 


no occaſion. to make uſe of their oars 3 while thiofh 


| which aſcend, find it difficult to advance, even with 
the aſſiſtance of oars and poles : and this viciſſitide 
of labor and eaſe, is exceedingly amuſing when 
one ſails up and down merely for pleaſyre, The 


5 banks on each ſide are ſhaded with the verdure 


of great numbers of aſh and poplar trees, at 
clearly; and diſtintly ſeen | in the ſtream, ; as if they 
were actually ſunk in it. 


and venerable temple, wherein is placed the tiver- 
god Clitumnus cloathed in a robe, whoſe imme. 
diate preſence rhe prophetic oracles here delivered, 
E ß * Seel le e are ſcatter- 


2664151; 6d 


The water 18 cold as © 
ſnow, and as white | too. Near; it ſtands an ancient 


| (Pagra Free wel ace, * ee alia 2 
Ep. 41. It was coſtomary to throw little pieces of money into 
thoſe fountains, lakes, &&. which had the reputation of being 
facred, as a mark of veneration for thoſe places, and. t0 render 
the preſiding deities propitious. Suetonius mentions this pry 
ice, in the annual vows which he ſays the Roman peaple ma 
ſor the health of Auguſtus, Suet. | in vit. au- 


war VII T PR ap 
ed round; dedicated! to partitular gods diſtin- 
guiſned by different names, and ſome of them 
too preſiding over different fountains. For, beſides 
the principal one, which is, as it were, the parent of 


all the reſts, there are ſeveral other leſſer ſtreams, 


which, taking their riſe from various ſources, loſe 
themſelves in the river; over Which a bridge ji 
built, that ſeparates the ſacred part from that whic 
lies open to common uſe. Veſſels ate allowed 
do come above this bridge, but no pefſon is per- 
mitted to fwimy except below it. The Hiſpel- 
lates, to whom Auguſtus gave this place, furhiſh a 
public bath, and likewife entertain all ſtrangets, at 
their own expence. Sev 


In mort, evety en that preſents | itſelf will 
afford you entertainme 


yourſelf with —— inſctiptions, that are 


fixed upon the pillars and walls by different perſons, 
celebrating the virtues of the fountain, and the di- 


vinity that preſides over it. There are many 
of them you will greatly admire, as there are 


ſome that n mike —_ Bagh; ann N _ 
ect 


© The 3 of a 1 po was G to > polluts theſe 


| conſecrated waters, 28 appears from « paſlage in Tacizus, I. 14. 


F-. C33 
P LAs of 2 town in n Ombria, n now called Spella. 
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vetal villas; attrafted by the 
beauty of this fiver, are ſituated upon its borders, 


| You may alſo amuſe 
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rect y nil when I ſay ſo; you are too humane, 
I Know, to laugh upon ſuch an occaſion. Fare, 
Wen E e 1m d eit 


* 
. 7 " 


* E x > en IX. To Usus 


TOLIRV e 2 

TT. 1s. long Gone. have phe he . or 
oP pen in my hand. It is long ſince I have 
known the ſweets of leiſure and repoſe; 3+ ſince 
J have known, in ſhort, that indolent, but a: 
greeable ſituation. of doing nothing, and being no- 
thing: ſo much have the affairs of my, Friends 
engaged me, and prevented me from enjoying 
the pleaſures of retirement and .contemplation, 
'F here | is no ſort of ſtudies, however, of conſe. 
quence enough to ſuperſede the duty of friend. 
ſhip: On the contrary, it is a ſacred tie which they 
antun teach us m . nee preſerve 
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LETTER X. To Fanarvs, N 


70 U R concern to N of my mike; 55 . 
carriage, will be equal, I know, to the 
earneſt deſire you have that we ſhould make you a 
great-grand-father. The, inexperience of her youth 
rendered her ignorant: that ſhe was breeding z ſo 
Fw that 
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that ſhe not only neglected the] proper Res N 
but managed herſelf in a way extremely unſuit- 
able to a perſon. in her circumſtances. . But ſhe hay 
ſeverely atoned for her miſtake, by the utmoſt 
hazard of her life. Tho? you ſhould (as moſt c cer-” 
tainly you will) be afflicted to ſee yourſelf thus wit! 
appointed in your old age, of the immediate hopes 
of leaving a family behind you; yet it deſerves, your 
gratitude to the Gods, that in the preſervation of 
your grand- daughter, you have ſtill reaſon to ex- 
pect that bleſfing: an expectation ſo much the 

more certain, as ſnhe has given this proof, tho 
an unhappy one indeed, of her being capable of 
bearing children. Theſe, at leaſt, are the reflec- 
tions by which I endeavor to confirm my own 
hopes, and comfort myſelf under my preſent diſ- 
appointment. You cannot more ardently wiſh ta 
have great · grand- children, than I do to have chil- | 
dren, as the dignity of both our families ſeems to 
open to them a ſure road to honors, and we ſhall 
leave them the glory of deſcending from a long 
race of anceſtors, whoſe: fame is as extenſive ag 
their nobility is ancient. | May we but have the 
| pleaſure of ſeeing them born, it will make us a · 
bende for the preſent diſappointment! Frevel. 
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HEN 1 conſ FR FO os vs. your di viece 1 


VV eren more tenderly than if the were Your 
o daughter, I ought in the firſt place to inform 
you of her recovery, before I teil you ſhe ba 
been ill; that the ſentiments of joy at the one, 


may leave you no leiſure to be affficted at the ; 
other. The? 1 fear indeed, after your firſt tran. * 
ports of gratulation are over, you will feel ſome a 
Foncern, and in the midſt of your joy for the dan- hy 
get ſhe has eſcaped, will tremble at the thought a 

of that which ſhe has undergone. She is now, ys 
however, in good ſpirits, and again reſtored to her- , 
felf and to me; as ſhe is making the ſame progrel + 8 
is the recovery of her Rrength and health, that f 
the did in the loſs of them. To ſay the truth, (and 

I may now fafely tell it you) ſhe was in the utmoſt | 


hazard of her life; not indeed fram any fault of her 


Jo this muſt be imputed the cauſe of her miſcar- 
riage, and the ſad experience ſhe has had of the 
eonſequenct af not knowing ſhe was- breeding. 
But tho' this misfortune has deprived you of the 
conſolation of a nephew, or niece, to ſupply the 

ofs of pour brother; you muſt remember that 

. 5 „„ bleſſing 
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bleſſing Gn rather to be 1 * deniec 

ſince ver life is preſerved from whom that happi- 
neſs is to be expected, intreat you then to repre- 
ſent this accident to your father in the moſt fa: 


vorable light; as your ſex are the belt advogates 
18 of this dal. eren i 
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156 you would'excuſe'me!thiv- che day n | 
nius Capitq is to recite a performance of his, | 
and I know. not'whether 1 it is moſt; my inclination, 55 1 
or my duty to attend him. Hes man of a mt 
amiable diſpoſition; and juſtiy do be numbered 
among the brighteſt ornaments of our agel: 
He ſtudiouſſy cultivates the polite arts hunſelf; anti 
| generouſly admires and encourages them in others. 
To ſeveral who have diſtinguiſhed themſelves by 
their compoſitions, he has been the defence, the 
refuge, and the reward; as he affords. a glorious 

he is the reſtorer and reformer of learning, no . 
alas ! well nigh grown obſolete and decayed. His 
houſe is open to every man of genius who has any = 
works to rehearſe; and it is not there alone that 
de attends theſe altemblies with the * AS 
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good nature. I am fure at leaſt he never once ei 

cuſed himſelf from mine, if he happened to be x 
Rome. I ſhould therefore with tore than ord- 
nary ill grace refuſe to return him the ſame fave, 
as the occaſion of doing it is peculiarly 'glotious 
Should not I think myſelf obliged to'a man} wis 
if I were engaged in any law-ſuit, generouſly at. 
tended the cauſe in which I was intereſted? Ard 
am I leſs indebted, now that my whole care and 
buſineſs is of: tlie literary kind;; for his afliduiy 

in my concerns of this ſort? A point which, 
not the only, is however thef principal inſtanoe 
herein I can be obliged. But tho Lowed him ns 
return of this nature; tho I were not engaged to | 
Him by the reciprocal tie of the-ſame:good-offices 
e has done me; yet not only7ithe) heauty of bb 
extenſive genius, as polite as eit is ſeverely cor 
rect, but the dignity of his ſubject, would ſtronghy 
incite me to be of his audience He has written 
an account of the deaths of ſeveral illuſtrious per- 
ſons, ſome of which were my particular. friends. 
It is a pious office then, it ſhould ſeem, as I could 
not be preſent at their obſequies, to attend, at 
leaſt; this (as I may call it) their funeral oration; 
which tho” a late, is however for that reaſon, 2 
more unſuſpected tribute to their memories. Fare- 
en 5 
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I approve 6 your Kividg read int ora- 

tions with your father. It is highly for your 
advantage. to learn from'a man of his Qoquence, 
what to admire in compoſitions of this kind, and 
what to condemn ; as you will at the ſame time be 
trained up in an habirual cuſtom of ſpeaking your 
real ſentiments. Lou ſee whoſe ſteps it is you ought 
to follow; and happy are you in having à living 
example before you, which is at once the neareſt 
and the nobleſt model you can purſue! In à word, 
that he whom nature deſigned vou ſhould moſt 
reſemble, *, "of * rag che ener whom you 
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10 you are no leſs acquai ited with the political 
laws of your country, (which include the 
edſivrns and uſages of the ſenate) than with'the ci- 
vil, I am particularly deſirous to have your opini- 
on, whether I was miſtaken in an affair which late - 
ly came before the houſe. This I requeſt; not with a 
view of being directed in my judgment as to what is 
paſted, (for chat is now too late) but in order to know 
3 "ol el anicrT bes avis add 77 ROW 


ow to conduct myſel if any.caſe of 10 "op na. 


point, wherein I ought 19. be well inſtructed? By be u 
the tyranny of former reigns, as as it introduced a And 
neglect and ignorance of all other parts of uſcfy 
knowledge, ſo particularly of what t.relates to the 

haye an opportunity of putting in pracdic 
N Jas Fantec were occaſiqn; q cxereibng | 

dumm, Found vs in the mot ignorance.a and i. 

bY to taſte. the k weets,. we are ſometimes hurried 


manner we ought to act. But by t the inſtitution 


voung ould Jearg fr che old, nat only b 


day chemſelves zi as theſer in their tun, 


ture ſhould hereafter arjle. Lou will afk, perhay, 
why I apply. to you for>information concerning 


3 


cuſtoms of the ſenate ; for who is there fo tame y 
induſtrious as to deſire to learn, what be. can never of 


it is not very eaſy to retain yen che knowledge 


and thus in the warmth gf our cager- | 


on to action, ere we are well informed in what 
of our anceſtors, it was wiſely provided, that the 


Precept, but by their n obſervation, how to 
behave in that ſphege, herein chen were: ode 


mitted the ſame method of inſtruction to 
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che youth were ſent early into the army, b by 
being taught to obey, they miglit learn to come 
mand, and whilſt they followed others, might 
be trained up by degrees to be leaders themſslyes, 
And thus, when they were candidates for any of- 
ce, they were obliged to ſtand at the entrance of 


the ſenate, that they might be ſpeſtators, before 


they were admitted | patties in the public .councyl 
of the empire. The father of each youth was his 
inſtructor upon cheſe occaſions, or if he had none, 


ſome perſon of years and dignity ſupplied the 


place of a father. Thus they were taught by chat 


ſureſt method of diſciphne, Example, how far the 


right of propoſing any law to the fſehate extended; 
| what privileges a ſenator had in delivering his: opi- 
nion in the houfe; [the power of the magiſtrates in 
that afſembly, and che rights of ' the, reſt of the 


members; where it is proper to yield, and where 
to inſiſt, when and how long to ſpeak, and when 


to be ſilent; how to diftinguiſh and ſepatate con- 
trary opinions ', and how't: to improve u NOT A for- 
mer motion: in a Word, 1 77 this means, 
whatever relates 10 > the cone oft ef 4 map. ps 
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uire 


might be N ee and others rejected, it was uſual to 
that it might. be divided; and this they ſometimes did by a 


general 2 of the N [crying out 1 Ws, 
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a member ofithe ſenate. As for myſelf, it is true ſeric 
indeed I ſerved imthentmy when was a youth; nels 
but it was at à ume wem courage was ſuſpected Ib 
and cowardice honoredy when the generals were ſaw 
without authority, and the foldiers' without mo- ſo 
teſty; when there were neither diſcipline nor obe · not 
dience, bur all was riot, diſorder and confuſion, ſel 
 fa"%horti\whew:it was happier to forget; than mi 
remember what one learnt. IH attended keit fi 
in my youth the: ſenate, but a ſenate that was me te 
and UGiſpirited ; where it was dangerous tq ſpeak tic 
one's ſentunents, and infamous to be falentlo What re 
ſutisfactton ia! dearning, or qndeed what could be de 
learnt, vhen th ſenate ſate in che utmoſt indolence, ir 
ot acted with the ligheſt infamy] when they n 


wers convened either forruel or ridiculous ipur. 
poſeß and when their: deſiberationb er never 
ioc, Dos blog 07 24014 ei It h ; enadirferi 
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feriousꝭ the often ſad. But L was not bfily a vit- 
neſs to this ſcene uf wrerthedneſs; as à ſpectator 
bore my ſtiare of it too as! a ſenator und both 
ſav and ſuffered under it for many years 3 which 
ſo broke and damped my ſpitits, that they have 
not even yet been able fully to recover them- 
ſelves. It is but a ſhort time (andi it ſeems ſo 
much the ſhorter in proportion to its happineſs) 
ſince we could take any pleaſure i in knowing what 
ſelales to, or in exertiſing the duties of dur [ſta 
tion. Upon theſe \confiderations therefore, I may 
reaſoflably entreat yu, in che firft place to par- 
don ly erf6r; (if 1 lire been güllty af one) and 
in the next, to glide me out of it by your ſupe- 
| rior kilowtedge : fol am ſenfible you haveiever | 
been Curious to examine into the conſtitution of 
your editirry, 'both wick reſpect to its publio and 

pan its ancient and tnodern, its generaband par- 
ticular 140%. 1 au perſuaded indeed the point 
upon hich 3 am bing to conſult J eis ſo 
nau. that even t ble whoſe) great experience in 
public buſineſs, muff Have made them, ofie"ſhould 
; imagine, acquainted with every ching of this na- 
ture, were either not thoroughly apprized, or ab- 
ſolutely ignorant of it. I ſhall be more excuſable, 


Neri Aro: 


| thetefore, if] happen 3 miſtaken; au 
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ſet me right in an affair, which it is not clear ha 
ever yet fallen within your obſervation. The en. 
quiry then before the houſe was, concerning the 
death of Afranius Dexten, Who being found mur. 


dered, it was uncertain whether he fell by his oun 


hands, or by thoſe of his fredmen; and if the 


latter, whether they committed the fact in obe. 
dience to the commands of Afranius, or were 
prompted to it by their own villainy. After they 


had been ꝓut to the queſtion, a certain ſenator, (t 
is of no importance to mention his name, but if you 
are deſirous to know, it was myſelf). was for acquit 
ting them; another: propoſed that they ſhould be 
baniſhed for u limited time; and a third that tie 
ſhould be put to death. Theſe ſcyeral opinions 
vVere ſo extremely oppoſite, that it was Ape 
either af them could Rand, with the other, and 
therefore in taking the voices, 1 thought they 
ought to be numbered ſeparately. Fi or what! 15 there 
in common between rhe ſentiments of. thoſe who 
thought the accuſed deſerved baniſhment, and thoſ 


Who es opinion they merited death * 2 Nothing 


A ae there, | between oth who 
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dhe hands of tlieir Tervarits for that purpoſe. Thus Brutw | 


and Caſſius, after the loſs of that fatal battle which decided 
dhe liberties of Rome, ran each of them upon: the * 
*their attendants. Florus, d. * 2 „ 
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voted for baniſhment, and che others who were for 
acquitting the priſoners. Tho indeed he who was 
for diſcharging them, approached nearer to the 
ſentiments. of him he propoſed exile, than the 
other who moved that they ſhould. ſuffer death: 
for both the former agreed at leaſt in this, that 
cheir lives ſhould be ſpated, whereas the latter 
were for a capital canvictipn. In the mean while, 
thoſe ſenatots who were for puniſhing with death, 
and thoſe who propoſed baniſhment, fate together 
On the ſame ſide of f the houſe: and thus by a pre- 
ſent appearance of union, ſuſpended. their real dif- 
agreement. I moped cherefgre, that each of the 
three opinions ſhould be ſeparately counted, and 
that two of them ſhould not, under favor of a ſhort 
truce between themſelves, join againſt the third. 
I inſiſted that ſuch of the members who were for 
capital puniſhment, ſhould divide from the others 
who voted for baniſhment ; and that theſe two 
diſtinct parties ſhould not be permitted to form 
themſelves into * body, in oppoſition . to tl N 
who declared for acquittal, when they would imme- 
diately after diſunite again: for it was not material 
differed with reſpect to the other two. |. It ſeemed 
very extraordinary, that he who moved the freed- 
men ould be baniſhed, and the ſlaves ſuffer death, 
G 8 3 3 — 
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| ſhould not be allowed to join theſe two in one mo- 


tion, but chat the queſtion ſhould be ordered to be 
put to the houſe in the disjunctive; and yet that the 
votes of thoſe WhO were ſor inflicting capital pu- 
niſhment upon the freedthen, ſhduld be taken to- 
gether With thoſe! who” wer for bahifhing them. 
For if in the förmef inſtanee it was reaſonable 
that the motioh' ſhould be divided, becauſt it 
ebmprehended' two diſtiner things; I. bud nor 
ſee why in the lattet caſe „ſulftages ſo extremely 
different ſhovuld' be thrown into the fame ſcale 
Permit me then, not withſtanding the ppint is 
determined; to go over it again 4s if it were 
till undecided; and to lay before you the cer 
ſons at my eaſe, ch I offered to thid houſe in 
the midſt of much interrupidm and clamor Let 

us ſtippoſe chere Had beef ohH three judge ap- 


pointed to he this cauſe]! one of which was 


bf opinion tfiat the eee neſtian deſerved 
death? tlie other chat they Ahould- 
niſhed g and the third ' that they ought tol be at. 
auitted: mould che tre former units their ſtrengtl 
T0 tie deſtruétion of the latter? ov ſhauld each 


or them depatately be biläneed?ꝰ Fork the fl 


and ſecond ate nd mote compatible than the 
ſecolid and third. They oùght therefote in the 
ane mar nner to be counikd in the ſenate a con- 

8.9 . | trary, 


only be ba. 
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trary, ſince they were delivered as different ↄpini- 
ons. Suppoſe the ſame perſon had moved, that 
they ſhould both hkve been baniſhed, ad put to 
death; could they poſſibly, in purſuance of this opi- 
nion, have ſuffered both puniſhments? Or could it 
have been eſteemed as one conſiſtent motion, when 
it united two ſuch different things ? Why then 
ſhould the ſame opinion, when delivered by diſtin 
perſons, be conſidered as one and entire, which would 


not be deemed ſo if it were propoſed by a ſingle 
perſon ; Does not the law manifeſtly imply, that 
A” Free to be made between thoſe who 


are for a capital conviction, and thoſe who are 
for baniſnment, in the very form of words made 


uſe of when the houſe is ordered to divide? . You 
who are f ſuch an opinion, come 40 this fide 3 Jou 
who are of any other, ga, over ſo the fide of bin 


whoſe'. opinjon | you Follow. Let us examine this 


form, and weigh every ſentence: Nou abo are of 
tbis opinion: that is, for inſtance, you who are for 


baniſnment, come on this ſide; namely, on the 


ſide of him Who moved for baniſhment. From 
hence it is clear he cannot remain on the fide of 
_ tho who are for death. T who, arg far a -,¾ 
other: obſerve, the law is not contented with 
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law ſeem, as it were, to force thoſe who are of 


lemn form of words; but by his hand and geſture, 


which he is to go over? © But, it is objeRed, if 
atis ſeparation is made between thoſe who vote 
„for inflicting death, and thoſe who are an the 
A ide of exile; the opinion for-acquitting th 
does that affect the parties who-vare ?:Cetrainly 


and urge every expedient, that the milder ſentence 
may not take pla 
are for condemning the accuſed either capital 
or to baniſment, ſnould be: firſt ſet in oppoſl. 
tion to thoſe who are for abſolving them; and af- 
« terwards weighed againſt each other“ Thy 
as in ceftain public games, ſote are by. lot ten. 
_ Fage with the conqueror; ſa, it ſeems, in the {- 
nate there is à firſt and ſecond combat, and vf tun 


third to contend with. What? when any particy- 
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can there be a d6ubr, whether they who deelare 
for a capital coViction are of ety ther: opinion, 


different ſentiments, ta contrary ſides? Dots no 
the Conſul himſelf point dͤut, not only by this fo 


the place in which every man is to remain, or to 


it becomes not them to contend by every an, 


e. „ Srill; ſay they, thaſe who 


different ſentiments; the prevailing one has ſtill a 
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rately ? - My ſentiments, tis true, prevailed; 
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ir opinion is reteived;.do-nor alt the reſt fell f 
courſe ? Is ãt rraſonable then, that one ſtiould be 
chrown into the ſtale merely to weigh down un! 
other? To erpteſs my meaning more plainly!; 
unleſs the two mn are for capital puniſh⸗ 
ment and -exile, immediately ſtparate upon the 
firſt diviſion of the houſes: it would be to no pur- 


poſe afterwards to diſſent from thoſe with whom 


95 joined before. But I am dictating inſtead of 
receiving inſtruktion. Tell me then whether you 
think theſe votes ſhould have been taken ſep: 


vettheleſs I am deſirous to know whether vou 
think 1 ought.to- have, inſiſted upon this point, or 
have yielded as that member did who declared for 
capital puniſument? For convinced, I will not 


\ fay.of the legality, however of the equity of my 


propoſal, he receded from his on opinion, and 
went over to the party for exile: fearing perhaps, 


if the votes were taken ſeparately which he ſaw 


would be the caſe] the freedmen would be acquit- 


fide than on either of the other two, ſeparately. 


counted. The conſequence was, that thoſe who 


had been influenced by his authority, when they ſaw 
themſelves forſaken by his going over to the other 


party, gave vp a motion which they found aban · 
ap doned 
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doned by the firſt, author, and deſerted as i it were, 
With their leader! Thus che three opinions wer 
reſolved at length into two; and of thoſe two, one 
prevailed, and the other was rejected while the 

third, as it was õο t powerful enough to conquet 
both the others, had bnly to chooſe to which of the 

b n yield. Farewel. 261 10 fad i Th | 
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ing fo many volumes at once: But if hatt, 
remember you required them of me. | Befides, as 
you' wrote me word- you! were likely to reap but 
| little from the fruits of your vineyatds, 1 ce 
you would be at leiſure to reap (as we ay) the 
fraitr or —_ Thi ve — fame" bal 


„Mech 1 can mw re & money deu t fürbiht % 


vith good paper. For ſhould I be reduetd to the 
cCoarſe and ſp ongy dong either I muſt not write it 


all, or whatever I compoſe, *'whether" good or 
bad, mut een N one” eruel bjot! | 
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THE: Geral which has lately run thro'-my: 


A of them too in the prime of their 


| years, ! has deeply afflicted une. I have two conſo- 
lations, however which tho: they are not equal to 


ſo conſiderable a grief, ſtill they are conſolations. 


One is, that as I have always wery readily manu- 


mized my laves;'their deathi does not ſeem alto- 
gether immature; 


them to make a Kind of will, & which :obſerye as 


religiouſly as if they were legally entitled 44256 | 
privilege. "I receive and obe their laſt requeſts, = 
as ſo many authoritative commands, ſuffering 
them to diſpoſe of their effects to whom they 
pleaſe; with this ſingle reſtriction, that they leave 
them to ſome in my family, which to perſons in 
their ſtation is 10 be eſteemed as a fort of com» 


monwealth;. „But tho“ I endeavor to acquieſce 


under theſe feflections, yet the ſame tenderneſs 


which led me to- ſhow: them theſe indulgences, 
Kill breaks cut and g over: powers my Hi, re- 
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family, and carried elf ſeveral of my do- 


if they lived long enough to re- 
ceive their freedom : the other, that I have re | 
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ſolutions. However, I could not wiſh to be in- 


minution of 'their property, and fancy by cheriſh. 
ing ſuch an unfeeling temper, they diſcover a ſy, 
perior fortitude and good ſenſe. Their wiſdom 


rion of true manhood to feel thoſe impreſſions of 


à certain pleaſure in giving vent to one's grief; 


pardon our tears. F arewel. Ml OT 20051) 


Io: 2 There is ſomething fo  ancomman}y 
Family Piece, that the reader eantzot be''dilp 
| ſtopped a moment 10 take a ſecond view of 


_ nevertheleſs affuredly. pronounce of him, that he was ennohle 


85 who ſtand within the influence of the particular action. This 
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ſenſible to theſe ſoft impfeſſions of humanity: thy 
the generality of the world, I know, look upon 
loſſes of this k ind in nd other view, than as a (iz 


and magnanimity I ſhall not diſpute. But manly, 


ſorrow, which it endeavors to reſiſt; and to ad- 


perhaps I have detained you too long upon this 


eſpecially when we pour out out ſorrow in the bo- 
ſom of a friend, who will approve, ar, at leaſt, 
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amiable in this 
leaſed with being 
it, If nothing re- 
14 © Wu 


mained of Pliny, but this ſingle Traiz of his: 


by every ſocial virtue; for as it is certain the greateſt mind: 
hate tel been maſt open to impre Mont of Wb ld 
ſo every moral virtue neceſſarily flows from begevolence, a 
from its true and genuine ſource. It is impoſſible a man who has 
«juſt feeling of the calamities of others, can deliberately break 
thro! the moral ties of any kind; becauſe it is certain he can- 
not do ſo, without being che ocgation of ſuffering do thoſe 


| p1in: 


Fg 


evil, by cutting ſeveral outlets to 


and entirely, overſpread | 


berty, in the more — 
great juſtice there 
cipte the/evidenee of real manhood; 
Ka oe of diſpoſition to be the inches note of diſlin&ion, 
which nature has marked out between the rational and brute 
creation: . 
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15 the ſeaſon, with you as, rude and OEM 
as ĩt is with us? All here f 1s tempeſt 7 and inuf- 
dation. The. Tiber has ſwelled its N and 
overflowed.jts | banks far and wide. Tho' 0 hne Wife 
precaution of the emperor r had guarded a 2 2 it 4 
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it has nevertheleſs flooded al the fields a ad val 
he whole face of the Air 


have gone « out to meet thoſe 


country. It ſeems to ha 


rivers which i it uſed to 9 5 and carry ry olf more 
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43 THE LEPTERS 
intermingled ſtream; and has driven them back 


to deluge thoſe und "it Could nbt feach jr 
ſelf. „That moſt delightful of rivers, . the © FRY 


Bbok VIII 


R 1. e * 
which h ſeems invited an derting din 8 courſe þ 


1 


Ts 1 0 villas that a are fi ef tuated Upon its ban 


has almoſt 1 


5 


tirely rooted 1 up and tartidd a away the 
vigods wh h ſhaded * its tote, (OR 
thrown 1 moyntains, and in ended bene 4 0 


"find A Pa flage, thr ro! the fs, Tuihs Mit GBſtriifted itz 
Way, has has forced down | i ſes, and 4 0 E Her the de. 
ſolation it h. las 5 occaſionec I "The ir aer of the 


hill countries, who are Ktüated above! the reath'of 
this: inundation, have been the Hibtinchbly ſpecta. 


tors of its dreadful effects, having ſeen coſtly fur. 
: 'HitbUre,” ee of huſbandry, [Þloughs, and 
My 21220 
| oxen — T drivers,, Whole" ES 
age het With e ranks/of--rrees; and 
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d Now eined the Teverone, „ which falls into the Tiber about 
three miles from Rome. The eloquent Balzac, 7” king ofa | 
| little river, has a thought which.14 1s ph: ohours : * 
Cette belle: eau (an. s. be):aime tellament ce. elle * i 
en mille branches, & fait une. infinite, 41 5 85 2 0 tours, a 
t'y amuſer davantage, TA But. he 3s. inde red o Pliny for: of 
merit of it, as it is plainly a copy. from, this, Paths" # An 0bſer- 
vation by no means intended as a refleftion upon the French 
writer, who has too ons beauties of his own, to 9 Joker 
from a diſcovery of tho hich are not: it is 7 only to 
ſhew, that the moſt; <elehrited author in che ep y way | 


. the 1 found ona in converſing with! 
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parts. Nor indeed have theſe higher places them- 


ſelves; to whit r he waterscouldindt riſe} eſtaped 


the calamity. A continued hea rain, as deſtruc- 


ve 4s th&river” eſe; "pelirbd" dn in torten 
pon theme Ad Ras Ueſtibhjea* at the enclölures 
which divided" chat fertile county.” "If hs 0a. 

maged' Iikew: e and even overttirned forme of the 
public bultdirigs* where nürnberg have an file 
rably dürlkcr he ruins. A thoſe 55 ts, 


beſides "the 1046 of thkir Koran Kave eg the 


additional mivfortune o lamenting their. r end. 
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Tis a miſtaken, maxim which is generally al 
+ yanceds chat a; man's. will, is f. Kind of mim 
wherein ape may clearly fee his genyine \Charafte; 
We haxe a late inflapee. to the e Domi 
19 Ak who appears a much better man in 
1010 dan than during his life, . After having ar. 
fu _ ce de the. bee hoſe who 
las lei rt to him, With a view to being his heir, he 
| has elt 


17 70) his eft et Oh: nie JS niece hom he adpptey, 
1 1 9 iven, lik pe, veral very gpaſigerable k. 
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him as guilty of che baſeſ n 


and while they thus eo m plain 8 chi as if they | 
were actually dilinherited kindred, their invectives 


betray their own diſhoneſt deſigns: others on the 
contrary, applaud him extremely for having diſap- 
pointed the hopes of this infamous tribe of men, 
whom, conſidering the manners of the age, it is 


a ptudence to deceive. | They add , that 
5 | be 
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he vas not at liberty ta make any other will, and 


that he cannat ſo properly be ſaid to have left, as 
returned; his eſtate to us adopted daughter, ſince 
it was by her means it came to him. For Curti⸗ 
jus Manciag hoſe daughter Damitius Imeanus; 
brother to this Tulus, married, having taken a 
dlike tochis ſon · in · law, deviſed his, eſtate to this 
young lady, (who. was! che iſſue of that marriage) 


upon condition that Lucanus her father would 
emancipate her. He accordingly did ſo, but ſhe | 
being afterwards adapted by Tulltus cher: unele; 


the deſign of Manes: will was entirely fruſtrated: 
For theſe two brothers having never divided theit 


patrimony, but living together as joint - tenants of 


one common eſtate, the daughter of Lucanus; 
notwithſtanding che act of emancipation, returned 


back again, together with her fortune, under 
the asien of her facher, by means of: this 


Vor. 2880 * nt 244 Hh e ({& - frau- 


Fes 22119915 


2 That i. is, UT 'make her 3 ; e "A . * AR 
in the notes above} the — 5s father over his children, was 


unlimited a extended not only to their 
but elt f 59855 an fk 


fortunes, | 1 even greater than what the 
laws allowed over:thieip ſlaves; for if a maſter ſold. his ſlave, 


who afterwards obtained his freedom, the former owner had no 


farther claim ze whereas, in the caſe of a ſon, the father's right 
was not abſolutely extinguiſhed. by ſelling him, but if * 


ſon obtained his freedom, he again came under his pa 19 15 


And this authority ud not be Wwholly diſannulled till the ſon 


had been thrice, fold, ang as often recovered his liberty, a 2 | 


then it entirely ceaſed. The law veſted the ſame power lik 


viſe as fully im the gdoptive-father, as in the natural · 175 i 


obſerves, this authority was peculiar to the Romans, and 
lowed by no other nation n whatſoever. - * I. 1. 
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2 THE LENHTERS Bbok vt: 
fraudulent adoption. It ſeerns indeed to hate 
deen the fate of theſe: two brothers, to be enriched 
by thoſe who had the greateſt averſion to them. 
For Domitius Afer; by whom they were adopted, 
left a will in their favor, which he had made 
eighteen years before his death j- tho? it Was plain 
he had altered his ſentiments with reſpect to the 
family, becauſe he was inſtrumental in procurigg 
the confiſcation of their fatlier's eſtate. There i; 
ſomething, in truth, extremely ſingular in the re. 
ſentment of Afer, and the godd : fortune of :the 
other two; as it was very extraordinary on one 
hand, that Domitius ſhould endeavor to extin 
pate from the privileges of ſociety, a man, wboſt 
children he had adopted, and on ther othet, tha 
theſe brothers ſhould, find a. parent in the ven 
perſon that ruined their father. But it Watz 
highly juſt in Tullus, after having been-appointe 
| ſole heir by his brother; in pre judice to dig om 
daughter, to make her amends by giving her this 
eſtate which came to bim from Afer, as well az 
all the reſt which he poſſeſſed 3 in common with his 
brother, His will therefore deſerves the -highet 
Ar ; Wein he bab Neturned his „ eVliggion 
to his ſeveral relations, according 1 to their hs 
tive good offices towards hin. He e has s, made 
juſt PDA likewiſe 3 1 0 ho 
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ing bequeathed to chat excellent woman, who pa- 
ently endured much upon his account, ſeveral 
delightftil v villas, beſides a large ſum of money. 
And indeed, (he*deferved fo much the more at 
bis hands, as *ſhe was highly ccnſured for her 


tin weary of him. He had fo entirely loft the uſe of 


ole all his limbs, that he could not move himſelf in 
hat bed withöut affiſtance; and all the enjoyment he 
en had of his riches; was only to contemplate them. 
Was He was even reduced to the wretched neceſſity 


ted (which indeed one eannot mention without loath- 


Wn ing as well as lamenting) of having his teeth . 
his vaſhed and cleanſed by others: and he uſed fre- 


us WW ently to ſay, when he was complaining of the 


his indecencies which his infirmities obliged him to 


el ſuffer, that he was every day forced to take his 


upon theſe terms the preſervation of which 


whatever | reputation ſhe might 1 


marriage with" Him. It Was thought Unworthy a 
perſon of her rank and merit, after having had * 
former huſband by Wiom ſhe- had iſſue, to marry, 
8 in the decline of her life, an old man, merely for 
re- his riches, WhO Was” fo" ſickly and infirm, that 
the eren tho? lie had piſſed tlic beſt years of his youth 
ne and health with her, (Me might well have been 
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ſervant's fingers into his mouth. Still, how: 
ever, he lived, and was willing to accept of wr 


particularly owing to the care of his. wife; = 
9 at firſt, by 
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conduct towards him. — Thus I have given you 
all the news of the town, where nothing is talke 


Mr: 
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her marriage, acquired great honor by her after 


of but Tullus. It is expected his curioſtie 


will ſhortly be ſold by auction. He had ſuch vit exal 
numbers of fine ſtatues, which ſtood neglects WY par 
in a lumber- room, that he actually filled a large | my 
garden with them, the very, lame day he pur. the 
chaſed, it.—If you haye any thing worth commy. ma 
nicating in return, I hope you will not refuſe the not 
trouble of writing to me: not only as we ar eal 


all. naturally fond of news, but becauſe example mi 


has a re beneficial influence s dete own con. ſor 
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* ſtudies prove e bedr an enten 
conſolation to me: : and as there is 70 


| pleaſure I prefer to them, ſo there is no'uneaſine 01 
they do not alleviate." Ih this ſeaſon therefore re 
of dejection, occaſioned by the indiſpoſition of WW i: 
my wife, the dangerous! "ſickneſs of ſome of my u 

| ſervants, and the death of ethers, I fly to ny n 
books, thoſe ſovereign compoſers of my grief a 
It is true; indeed; they teach me a greater ſel h 
bility to misfortunes, but they teach me too how to y 
bear them win mare priſe It is Aer 5 
ol CS | rule ( 


— 4 8 
2 | 


rule 
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rule with me, before I publiſn any of my pro- 
ductions, to take the judgment of my friends upon 
them, eſpecially yours. I beg therefore you would 
examine the performance I here ſend you, with 


| particular care, as I ar afraid, the diſquietude of 
my mind may have prevented me from giving it 


the attention J ought. For though I could com- 
mand myſelf ſo fat as to fit down to write, I was 
not maſter enough of my heart, to do ſo with 
eaſe and chearfulneſs: but if ſtudy throws the 
mind into a pleaſing tate of ſerenity, a ſtate of 
ſerenity is "neceſſary to throw a e _—_ our 
gear Kel toe Torr es $ 207 
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\HO SE 12 5 of . or nature which are 
Werke: the, motives of our travels, a are + often 


$s {OY 2 


mite concerning thoſe Nine which are Mert 


us, while we are puſhed: forward i in purſuit of re-. 


of, 


mote objects; ; or r becauſe the eaſineſs of gratifying 
a deſire, is always fre to damp it; or, per- 
haps, that we defer from time to time viewing, 
what we know we have an opportunity of ſeeing 


when we pleaſe, Whatever the reaſon be, 13 
certain there are ſeveral rarities in and near Rome, 
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or any other country which we admire! as fruitfil 
in wonders, they would Jong ſince have been the 


For myſelf at leaſt, I confeſs, I have lately been 


1 
commotions. | No veſſels are ſuffered: to Gail here 


4% THE LETTERS Book yi 
which. we. have not only never ſeen, but even 


never ſo much as heard of : and yet if they had 
been the produce of Greece, or Egypt, or Aſi, 


ſubje& both of our converſation and inſpection. 


entertained with one of theſe curioſities, to which 


I was an entire ſtranger before? My wife's grand tio 
father deſired I would look upon his eſtate nea lik 
* Ameria. As I was walking over his ground, do 
I was ſhewn a lake that lies below. them, called 80 
| Vadimon, which I was informed had. ſeveral very fo 
extraordinary qualities attending it. This raiſed ar 
my curioſity to take a nearer view. It i is formed at 
exactly circular; there is not the leaſt obliquity <> 
or winding, but all is regular and even as if it tl 
| haq been hollowed apd cut out by the. hand af tc 
art. -T he color of i its water is cheater than that of ſe 
the ſea, tho of a deeper green; it ſeems by it { 
taſte and ſmell impregnated with ſulphur, and 
is eſteemed of great efficacy. i in all fractures of the 
limbs, which it is ſuppoſed to conſolidate. Tho 
it is but of a moderate extent, yett the winds have N 
a great effect upon it, throwing it into "violent b 


8 
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i "New called Amelia, an | epiſlopet diy in ont 
Þ Now called 5 di fend. | 
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15 its waters are held ſacred; but ſeveral. float- 
ing nde ſwim about it, covered with reeds, 
and ruſhes, and whatever; other plants the neigh- 
bung with and-the-borders of the lake produce. 
Theſe iſlands differ in their ſize and ſnape; but the 
edges of all of them are vorn away by their fre- 
quent colliſion avkinſbithe ſhore and one another. 
They have equally the ſame height and mo- 
tion; as their reſpective roots, which are formed 
ke the keel of a bodt, may be ſeen hanging 
down in the water, on which ever ſide you ſtand: 
Sometimes they move in à cluſter, and ſeem to 
form one entire” little continent; ſometimes they 
are diſperſed into different quarters by the winds; 
at other times when it is calm, they float up and 
down feparately. Vou may frequently ſee one of 
the larger iſlands failing alongwith'a leſſer joined 
to it, Hikea' Thip-with its long - boat; or perhaps, 
ſeeming to ſtrive Which⸗ hall out-ſwim the other: 


then again they all aſſemble in one ſtation, and 
„„ "hy 


« See above, 1 note Let. 8. of this book. 

The credit of this account does not reſt entirely upon our 
author; Pliny the elder mentions theſe floating iſlands, 
l. 2. 95,] and ſo does Seneca, who accounts for them upon 
philoſophical principles. [Q. N. I. 3. 25.] Varenius ſays, 
that in Honduras, a province in America, there is a lake in 
which are ſeveral little hills planted with ſhrubs, &c. toſſed up 
and down by the winds. And he quotes Boethius the Scots 
hiſtorian, who affirms, that in a large Loch, called Lomond Loch, 
in Scotland, there is a floating iſland, upon 3 cattle . 
dee Varen. Geogr. yol. I. P. 4% 1 5 
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ſneep which graze upon the borders of this lake, 


are alarmed by finding themſelves ſurrounded with 


you than it was to mes 48 I know; yon take the 


by joining tkemſelves to the ſhore; ſometimes ol 
one ſide and ſometimes on che other, make the 
lake appear coriſiderably lefs, till at laſt uniting 
in the centre they reſtore it to its uſual ſize. - . 


frequently: go upon theſe iſlands to feed, without 
perceiving: that they have left the ſhore; till the 


water; and in the fame manner when the wind 
drives them back again, they return without being 
ſenſible: that they are landed This lake empties 
irſelf into a river; which after running a little way 
ſinks under ground, and if any thing is throyn 
in brings it up again where the ſtream emerges.— 
I have given you this account, becauſe I. imagined 
it would nat be leſs new, nor leſs agreeable to | 


ſame pleaſure: as myſelf, in contemplating 6 
works of nature. ai viſt oi nit 
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LETTER 1 _ Augranvs.. 5771 
. 00 ug Ten d 1505; 205d 
N OTHIN G. in my pinion, gives 2 more amis 
N able and becoming grace to our ſtudies, as 
well as our manners, than to temper gravity with 
gaiety, leſt the former ſhould degenerate, into au- 
ſtereneſs, and the latter run up into levity.... Upon 
this maxim it is, that I. diyerſify my more ſerious 


works with compoſitions of A lighter n nature. l 


had choſen a conven jent place and ſeaſon for ſome 
productions of that ſort! to make their appearance 
in; and deſigning to accuſtom them early to the 
tables of the, idle, I. fixed upon the month of 

ly, * rs ww . as * 


* 


— * an 0 . * * x. Tab . 855 n 


£ The months of July and Auguſt was a time * vacation. to 


the Roman lawyers,'the' courts of jaſtice being then” ſhut up. 


that the farmers might not be interrupted in their * * 


11 bien af fame their Wee at Rome. . 

2 wits nie, © ben 0% 106d 25 
* Dimiere F TT nec jam rep tarb a 5 e 5 
Voaſtibuln, guerrlig; reganttxirr clit; gt 11032, 
Coy, cn . bella. 5783 en iu | 
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Returning harveſt bids contention ceaſe LEO -- 


And chroogh the wrangling Forum all is a 4 —_ 
| 3 8 teazing Chents mow: 1 1 7 b N to 2h: 
Nor r judges lage = ſolemn ear diſplay 2K 


* a; 56 nig 1 | 
Hawn the courts, as appears from this letter, were ſome- 


times opened dyring this ſeaſon of vacation, + "08 caſes, pee 


haps, of parueyiar emerge. 
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not to impure it to me as any want of due re 
gurdfor the buſineſs to which T had invited them, 


ſerious ſubjects, beſnre gay ones; and to my 
friends before myſelf. The poems 1 recited: con. 


compliance with the earneſt ſalicitation · of my 
8 audience, I recited for two days Taccetti vely; but 

not in the manner that ſeveral practiſe, by pat 
fing over the lefs'flifping palfiges, ah waking a 
merit of ſo d doing: on the contraty, a Par 
nothing, and en owned: that 1 did r not. 


le 51947. 1305 mr gas 23. 1109 fs a | 
Py 314, ET "ub Ft fi ; 
C5 3 
1 4 {S177 16&8--L 
* | > 
*% 


496 THE LETTERS Beck vt 


ſhut up, in order to read them to ſome of my read 
friends at ſupper; and accordingly'Tiplaced a def whic 
before each of my gueſts.” But as I happene ticul 
that morning to be unexpectedly « called away to inde 
attend a cauſe, I took, occafion to preface my n WW deft 
cital wirt an -apology. x intreated my audience ores 


that on the very day had approprĩated to real 


my perforinances to ſome of my friends, {tho tio 
indeed but few): Þ did not bſtain from ſerving on 
others in the affairs of the bar: Faſſured then all 
1 would obſerve the fame rule inte ny writin ta 
and ſhould always give the prefe nee to poi pe 
of im portance, before thoſe of entertainment 3 to CC 


iſted: of a variety of udjects in different mer i 
ſures. It is by ſuch arts as theſe, 'WE'\ who dare £ 
not rely upon the fingle fares of our genius, en- * 
deayor to avoid giving our readers 4 N atiety. In 


Book VIII. 2 0 FEN nr 491 
read the whole, that I might correct che whole; 


which it is impaſſible thoſe-who only ſelect par- 
ticular paſſages, ſhould do. The latter method, 
indeed, may have the more appearance of mo- 


zeſty, and perhaps reſpe&,, but the former ſhews | 
| greater ſimplicity, as well as more affection to- 


wards the audience. For the belief that 3 man's 
friends have fo. muck regard to him, as not td 


be weary upon theſe occalions, is a ſure. indica- 


tion of his own love for them: To fay the truth, 


one has little obligation to an audience, if they 


aſſemble merely with a view to their own enter- 


rinment. He who had rather find his friend's 
performance correct, than make it ſo, is to be 
conſidered as a ſtranger, or one who | is too indo. 
lent to give himſelf any trauble. Your affection 5 
for me leaves me no room to doubt, that you are 


impatient to read my book; which | is yet, how- 


ever, not ripe for your peruſal. 'You ſhall do : 


ſo, when I have corrected it; which Was in- 


deed the deſign f my recital. You. are already 


acquainted with ſome parts of it; bur even thoſe, 


after they have been poliſhed * (or perhaps ſpoil» 
ed, as is ſometimes the caſe by too frequent cor- 
 retions) will feem new to you. For when a 
Fompoſition” has undergone Various W it 
* 5 ure 
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AVE ed Tings obſerved a ſort 77 people beg 
4 who th th 05 th ey, A are themſclyes, under the 


abject dominion;of every. FS they a. ind of m. 
leious reſentment Againſt the EH he 7 others; 
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| and oe mot. ſevere, upon 1 thoſe, W hom th hey mol be 
reſembl ef Jet, ben a lenity of * diſpoſition, « even " 
In perſons who;h Ae the leaſt occaſion, forc clemen- 
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05 theme lves, 1 is 10 all other virtues te. moſt be. 
coming: The high eftof al all c charadters, i in YE eſte | 
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mation, i is, is 1 IS, a8 ready y to. pard 540 
rors of. f. ank ind , as if he. were every day gui ly 


FO! 


of ore bim ſelf } Ag the fa me -tig e 45 0 cautious 
of ; committing a fault, as if he nevel * forgaye on one, 
4 : Ic 3.2. rule then which We. ſhould upon all oct. 
L Os be ONS, both Private and. public, moſt; en 
1 ; AR 6 to, be inexorable to ur own, tailings, 
ane we treat theſe, of the reſt of. the world 

. th tengerneſs,, not excepting ven uch as for- 
1 „nge pone but tl hemſelves ;” . | remembering : al 
95 hat the humane, and, therefore, as well as 
vue other en the great Thraſea uſed fre- 
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quently to: ar 3-He who bates wirt, hates mantind. 
You will afk ms, perhaps, Mg it. j chat has gi- 
ven occaſion to theke reflections? You muſt know 
a cettain Peron lately but gf that when we 


meet—tho'y,yponecofid thaughts;.mot even then, 


leſt whilſt J condemn and expoſe his conduct, I 


ſhould act: counter to that maxim J particularly. 


recommend. Whoever. therefore, and hatevęr 
be ſome uſe, perhaps, in ſetting a mark upon the 
man, for the ſake of example; there will be more, 
however, in ſparing him, for the ſake of huma- 
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1 of Junius Avitus, has rendered me incapa- 
ble of buſineſs, ſtudy or amuſement. He was in- 
veſted with: the * laticlave in my houſe; as in all 


zi 


not ſuffer the errors of the world to raiſe in us that acrimony 


of indignation, which if well © examined, perhaps, will be 


than a juſt abhorrence of vice; "Satius ef (as Seneca obſerves) 


oftener found to proceed from ſome. ſęoret principle of Nerv 
| publicos mores & bumatia vitia, =_ ” adtipere : | à gene 


| philanthropy and univerſal bene volence being the malt gennine 
marks, by which virtue diſtinguiſhes thoſe who are — in her 
bed to fup+ 


poſe (as ſome of the commentators have) that any miſtake is 


intereſt, If this ſenſe is admitted, aberexill be no n 


crept into the tet. 
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U deep concern Iam under for the death 


The meaning of this maxim ſeems to be, that, as it is ex- 
tremely difficult to ſeparate the action / frum the man, we ſhandd 
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common in the vou 
mong them will deign to ſubmit to the experi. 


themſelves at once in fult poſſeſſion! of all wiſdom 


ing the virtues of any, imagine they are a ſuff . 
cient example to themſelves. But Avitus was of 


believing, there were ſome who had more; and 


He was ever conſulting his friends upon ſome 
point relating to his ſtudies, or his conduct; am 
he always returned from them with advantage, 

either by the advice he received, or the diſpoſi- 
tion he ſhewed. With what reſpect did he treat 

Servianus, one of the moſt accompliſhed men of 


15 lieutenant from Germany into Pannonia, he at · 
tended, him as Tribune; not ſo much i in the cha- 
rafter of his fellow We his friend and 
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the honors he ſolicited; he was conſtantiy alnſted 
by my imereſt. I will add to, His affecön wad 
eſteem for me were ſo great, that he formed his 
manners, and regulatedThis conνet br my gaid: 
ance and direction : 4 diſpoſition extremely un 
of this age; for wht 2. 


N 


ence and authority of their ſi wy 


and knowledge ; ; and without revering, or imirat- 


a far different turn; he ſhewed his wiſdom, in 


diſcovered his knowledge, in his deſire to Th 


the age? Avitus knew how to value ſuch uncom- 
mon merit, as well. as to eridear himſelf to him 
in his turn. Accordingly when Servianus went 


_ adjpirer. 


© A very extenſive province, — part of Au | 
Aria, Hengery, Tc, | 
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Admirer. Wick what care and integrity did he 
execute the office of Quæſtor under ſeveral con/ 
ſuls, who allefteemed hig not only as an uſe- 

rienced officer, but as a pleaſing'and 
apreeable- companion? "With What induſtry: and 
application did he ſolicit this every *-Ardileſhip; 
from the enjoyment of which” tie 10 nowm preina- 
turely ſnatched ? A. reflectio n that giv es 4 pecu- 
lar poignaney to my afffiction for the loſs of Him. 


His unavailing Iabors, his fruitleſs (6licitatioris; 


| and the honor which-he merited only, not ehjoy- 
ed, are for ever in my thoughts. The-eircum- 
ſtance of his having firſt put on the laticlave un- 


der my roof; the firſt and the laſt ſuffrage I ever 


gave him; the converſations we have had, and 


the conſultations we have held, all return freſh 
upon my mind. I am ſtruck with the moſt ten- 
der ſorrow. when T conſider: his youth, and re- 


flect upon the irreparable loſs his family has ſu- 
ſtained : an aged parent, a young wife to whom 
he had not been married much above a year; an 


infant daughter juſt born; ſo m es, 


ny pleaſing hop 


* 


The Zdiles were at fit two officers choſen out of the 
body of the commons, in order to aſſiſt the Tribunes in the 


diſcharge of ſome particular parts of their office, the chief of 
which was the care of public Nieten Others were afterwards 


elected out of the nobility, to inſpect public este determine 


cauſes relating to the ſelling or exchanging of eſtates, to ſuper- 
viſe-the public ſtores of corn, and other proviſions, &c. Ken. 
Ant. P. 116, . ” as. 
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1 upon this melancholy occaſions, that being abs 
ſent when, this accident happened, L never knen 
_ of his ſickneſs, till I heard of his death, and had 


vy ,previouſly 


1 - is + : ERS Cog 4, 
E x at Fn 25 * 
a — — — 1 oe LS * 


letter; for I am not able, at . to think gr 


— — —— 


yYdu are far above the want of à guic 


anch eo GU your worn dnt inf and re- 


ſo many tender joys, all roſetved and de 
in one day When he us juſt electeti ile; when 
he was latelyocommenced ac britlegtoom; whe; 
he was newly made a father, he was taken from 
the; midſt! of cheſe enjayments, and has left be. 
hind) him an honor untaſted, a! mother inconſo- 
lable, a widowed; wife, and an orphan infadt 
ho will have the misfortune of never having 
known her fathers; But what increaſes my tears 


no time to prepare myſelf for this eruel ſtroke, 

apprehending it lo- Such is the 
preſent. diſtreſs of my mind!—-You muſt not 
wonder chen that it is the whole ſubje& of ay 
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1 LET T T'E R-XXIV.. To Maxis, 


Lüsen! | 90 it; 4 (ia ann 


H E. "friendſhip I profeſs to have for you, 


1 obliges me, not indeed to direct you (for 
guide) but to re- 
mind you, howeyer, of what you! already, knon, 
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ſolutely put in practice; that is, in other words, 
to know it to all the more uſeful purpoſes of know- 
Jeage. You will conſider yourſelf as ſent to that 
noble province, Achaia, the real and genuine 
Greece, where politeneſs, learning, and even agri- 


cities; that is, to a ſociety of men who breathe 
the ſpirit of true manhood and liberty *z who 


« the name of Achaia, it did not Joſe with its power and ſove- 
« reignty, that lively ſenſe and love of liberty, which was the 
« reculiar character of that people, amongſt whom the arts 


| « when they had ſabdued Greece, left that generous, brave, 
« polite people, in poſſeſſion of many of their rights and pri- 
« yileges. And they maintained ſuch an ardent zeal for liber - 
« ty, that, to name no other inſtances of it, when the civil wars 


« party of Pompey, who 'fonght for the republic: and after 
« Cæſar was killed, they erected ſtatues in honor of Brutus aud 


ancient deliverers. It was hence Greece, Athens in parti- 


works of genius, to Cicero's time, and long afterwards; in- 
* ſomuch that Rome ſent its moſt illuſtrious youth to be per- 
" felted there in polite literature, eloquence, | philoſophy, and 
all the ingenious arts and ſciences; and the emperors who 


© brated profeſſors and artiſts, and even intruſling the educa- 


Vor. II. N 


F N rinuing 


culture itſelf, are ſuppoſed to have taken their firſt 
riſe; as ſent to govern a ſtate compoſed of free 


It is tergarkiable; Wat even alter Gieece was abſorb. 
«in the Roman empire, and became a province to it under 


« were produced and brought to perfection. The Romans, 


« happen'd in Italy, the Athenians very warmly eſpouſed the 


% Caſſius, near to thoſe of Harmodius and Ariſtogiton, their 


cular, after it was very much fallen and degenerated, conti- 
% nued ſtill to be the metropolis of ſciences, the ſchool of all 
the fine arts, the ſtandard and center of good taſte in all 


* loved learning, if they could not go to Greece and become 
* ſcholars there, as ſome of them did, brought Greece to them 
* by inviting and receiving into their palaces, its moſt cele- 


tion of their children with Greek maſters. Now their con- = 
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maintained the right they received from Nature 
by Courage, by virtue, by alliances 3 in a volt ours! 
by civil and religious faith. You will revere ik I mem 
Gods and Heroes their founders; you will reſpeg cedæ 
their ancient. glory, and even heir! very g 
which as it is venerable in men, in ſtates it is fl ing r 
cred. , You will honor them therefore for their a be © 
tiquity, and for thoſe famous deeds which are iruh, cians 
nay for thoſe which are fabulouſly recorded hö * 
them. You will indulge them in the full exerck We! 
of their dignity, their privileges, and even their der 
we derived our "laws; that ſhe did not receipt 


"7 4272008 


« tinuing to excel in the arts and ſciences, to what elſe can it 
be attributed, but to this, that with ſome ſmall remains df 
liberty, they.retained the ſpirit of liberty, the love of it, aul 
«« zeal for it? It was indeed in conſequence. of this alone, that 
e they maintained, in ſome degree, even till Italy was quit 
over - run with barbariſm, a ſovereignty the Romans could not 
„take from them; a ſovereignty. in {cience, arts, and gvol 
.* taſte. *Tis impoſſible to account for it in any other way: 
they preſerved the arts in a very great degree, becauſe they 
. < retained the ſpirit of liberty in a very extraordinary. one. 
Turnbull on ancient Painting, þ..109. 001, 
d About the year of Rome zoo, that is, 452. years before 
. Chriſt, embaſſadors were ſent into Greece, to make a collect. 
on of ſuch laws and cuſtoms as the. wiſdom, of that palite people 
had eſtabliſhed, particularly the famous ones of Solon. At ther 
return, theſe laws were approved and confitmed, and, together 
with ſome additional ones, were engraven on ten tables of brals 
Two other tables of laws were ſoon afterwards added to thele, 
which together with the former, went by the name of the 
tavelve tables, and were looked upon as the fountain of all las, 
' -public and private. 15 Liv. 4. k 31. 1 F erriere Hi 1 Ul 
Lois Civ. c. 5. SE 8 


* * 


Book VIII; 0 OF 1PL1 NY. N 


ours by conqueſt, but gave us hers hy favor. Re- 
member it is Athens that you approach; it is La- 
cedæmon you govern; and to deprive. ſuch a glo- 
rious people of the declining ſhadoy, the remain- 

ing name of liberty, would be a hardſhip, would 
be even 4 barbarity, of. the ſeyereſt Kind. Phyſi- 


cians, you ſee, tho with reſpect to Seat there 


i no difference between freedom and ſlayery, yet 
rear perſons of the farmer rank with more ten- 
derneſs, than choſe of the latter. Reflect on the 


noble hgure. theſe cities once made; 5 but ſo reflect, 
as not to deſpiſe. them for what they now are. Far 
be pride and aſperity from my friend; nor fear 
by a proper condeſcenſign, to lay yourſelf open 1 
contempt. Can he who, is veſted with the power 
and bears the enſigns of authority, can. He fail of 
L rſuing | baſe and 
ſordid meaſures; and firſt breaking thro that aw- 
ful reverence he owes to himſelf ?. W, believe me, 
is power experienced by injuries; ill can terror 
command veneration, and far more prevalent is 
alfection in obtaining ones deſires, than fear. 


meeting with reſpeet, unleſs by 


For terror operates no longer than its object is 
preſent, but love produces its effects at a diſtance; 
and as abſence changes the former i into hatred, it 
raiſes the other into reſpect. It behoves you there- 


fore, (and ] cannot but repeat it again) it behoves 
e 
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tant the taſk is of governing a free ſtate. Por 
what is more becoming to human nature than well 
ordered government, or more valuable than liber. 


who turns the firſt into confuſion, and the latter 
into ſlavery? To theſe conſiderations let me add, 


ward of your former ſervices, are all ſo many glv- 
rious weights which are incumbent upon you to 
ſupport. So much the more therefore ought jou 
to endeavor that it may not be ſaid, you ſhevel | 
eater humanity, integrity, and ability in a pro: 
vince remote from Rome, than in one which lies 
nearer to it; in the midſt of a nation of ſlaves, than 
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was chance, and not judgment, appointed you to 
this office; that your character was unknown and 
unexperienced, not tried and approved. For (and 
it is a maxim which your reading and converſation 
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you thoroughly to conſider the end of your office 
and to repreſent to yourſelf how great and impor. 


ty? How i ignominious then muſt his conduct be, 


that you have an eſtabliſned reputation to main- 10 
tain: the fame you acquired by the adminiſtration Fa 


of the Quzſtorſhip i in Bithynia, the good opinion 
of the emperor, the credit you obtained when jou 
were Tribune and Pretor, in a word, this very 
government, which may be looked upon as the re- 


among a free people; that it may not be ſaid, i 


mit 


& A province in Anatolia, or- Aſia the leſs, 
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muſt have often ſuggeſted to you) it is far worſe 
to loſe the fame one has acquired, than never to 
have attained it. J again beg you would be per- 
ſuaded, that I did not write this letter with a de- 
ſign to inſtruct, but to remind you. Tho? indeed 


no apprehenſion of carrying beyond its juſt li- 


where we ought to advance as far as poſſible. 
Farewel. . 


if I had, it would have only been in conſequence 
of my affection for you: a point which I am in 


mits: for there cannot be any danger of exceſs 
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LETTER L fo Maxins, jt 


* H AV E frequinely 9 it toyou, to wie 1 
Tas expeditious as poſſible in, publiſhing what 
you have written either in defence of yourſelf, or 
againſt Planta; or rather indeed (as the circum- 
ſtances of the caſe demanded) what you drew up 
with both thoſe views: but! particularly preſs this 
advice upon you now that I hear he is dead. For 
tho! you read this piece to ſeveral of your friends, 
and put it into the hands of others, yet I ſhould re- 
1 1 4 gret 
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gret extremely, that the world ſhould ſuſpect yy 
only began after his death, what it is moſt certain 
you had finiſhed during his life. Let not the cu. 
racter my friend has acquired of firmneſs and te. 


ſolution be called in queſtion. And it will no, 
when both the candid and the malicious work 


ſhall know, that the death -of your adverſary dil 


not give you the confidence of compoſing, by 


only anticipated the opportunity of publiſhing thi 


| piece, And thus 2 _ avoid WE 1 


With impious 1 to nue oer the dead: * : 


For ak you wrote and eAually recited when 0 


was yet alive, will be conſidered as publiſhed ſb 
too, provided you publiſh it ſoon. If therefor 


vou have any other work upon your hands, let 
me intreat you to lay it aſide, and give your laſt 
finiſhing touches to this performance. It ſeemed 
to me indeed, when I formerly read it, to want 


no improvements ; ; and fo it ought now to ſeem 
to you, as neither the thing itſelf requires, not 


the time will admit of any farther delay. Fate · 


Hom, Od. lib. 22. 


LETTER IL 2 Saas. 


70 UR requeſt that I would write to you 
very frequent and very long letters, is ex- 
tremely agreeable to me. If I have forborne to do 
fo, it is partly in conſideration of the i important af. 
fairs in which you are employed; and partly from 
ſome very cold and unintereſting engagements ß 
my own, which diffipate my thoughts, and at the 
fame time damp my imagination. Beſides I have 
not a ſufficient ſupply of matter for frequent letters; 
and am by no means in the ſame ſituation that Tully 
vas, whom you point out to me as an example. 
He not only poſſeſſed a moſt enlarged genius, but 
the circumſtances of the times wherein he lived, 
furniſhed him with a variety of noble occaſions of 
exerciſing it. As for myſelf, you know (without 
my telling you) to what narrow limits I am con- 
fined, unleſs my letters were to turn upon the ficti- 
tious and pedantic topics of the ſchools. But when 
I conſider you in the midſt of arms and encamp- 
ments, inflamed with martial muſic, or fatigued” 
with toil and heat, how abſurd would it be to talk 
to you upon ſuch ſubjects? This is my apology, 
and I think a reaſonable one; however, I almoſt 
wiſh you would nor accept it: for to reject the 
excuſes of a friend upon ſuch an occaſion, be they 
4 8 ever 
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ever ſo juſt, is an evident n 55 a warm af. 
fection. Farewel. 1 


&. 


EL E T T E R III. 'To Pavrinus, 


; FM Ankin ind: differ in e notions oak 3 
X but in my opinion it conſiſts in the antici. 


by #- 4s 


pation of an honeſt fame, and the conſcious ſecurity 

of making a glorious figure in the eyes of poſterity, 

IJ confefſs, if 1 had not the reward of an immortal 
reputation in view, I ſhould prefer a life of unin. | 
terrupted eaſe and retirement, to any other. There 
ſcem to be but two points worthy: our attention; 

either the endleſs duration of fame; or the ſhort ex. 


tent of life. Fhoſe who are governed by the for- 


mer conſideration, muſt purkue -1 it with the full 
exertion of the moſt laborious ef . 


as are influenced by the latter ſhould pax reſign 


_ themſelves to repoſe, nor wear out a ſhort life in 
periſhable; purfuits : as ſome, we may obſerve, do, 


and then ſink at laſt into contempt, in the midſt of 


; a wretched and fruitleſs courſe of falſe induſtry. 
Theſe are my daily reflections, which I eommuni- 
cate to you, in order to renounce them if you do 
not join with me in the ſame ſentitents : a un. 
doubtedly you will, who are for ever meditating 


forme ſeries and noo enterprize.” en, | 


4 9 P ; . » 
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Should ii you ah think the orati6h which 
] you receive with this letter, immoderately long, 
but that it is of ſuch a nature as'to require ſeveral 
breaks; ; and as it conſiſts of different _— has 
Wherever chekere 568 Wen or end, J may 
conſider what follows, either as connected with 

what went before, or making of itſelf a new ſub- 
ject; ſo that you may look upon it as very long 
pon the whole, and yet as extremely Work ich be- 
ſpect to its ee NE” ON” * 


1 on Þ v0 4 


* E T T E R. > To Tino. 0 | iy 


-0U are. to be highly applauded for che mild- 
1 neſs with which, as F am informed (and #B 
make very! ſtriet enquiry) you adminiſter juſtice in 
your province; one principal branch of which is 
to diſtinguiſh merit. in every degree, and ſo to 
gain the love of the lower rank, as to preſerve. at 
2 the ſame t time the affection of their fuperiors. But 
it is an error many have fallen into, that while 
they endeavor to avoid the appearanee of favoring 
the great, dhey.run in into the contrary extreme, and ; 
Cf n ain 
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gain the character of acting with ill manners, or 1 
nature. A miſtake this, which you are far from 
committing, I well know: however, I cannot for. 
bear throwing in a caution with my applauſe, and 
recommending it to you, to conduct yourſelf in 
ſuch a manner as to keep up the diſtinction of 
rank and dignity. For to level and confound the 
different orders of mankind, is far from Pro- 
ducing an equality among t them; it is, in truth, the 
moſt unequal thing We F arewel. 
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T Have 4 chaſe Fan das pale in ak 3 
A with the moſt pleaſing tranquility imaginable, 
You will aſk how that can poſlibly be in the midſt 
of Rome ? It was the time of celebrating the * Cir 
cenſian games; an entertainment for which I have 
not the leaſt taſte. T hey have no noyelty, n0 
variety o recommend them, nothing, in ſhort, 
one would wiſh to ſee. twice. n the more ſur- 
; prifing therefore, that ſo many thouſand people 
1 ſhould be poſſeſſed with the childiſh paſſion of deli 
ing often to ſee a parcel of horſes gallop, and men 
Kzading upright in their chariots, | F indeed, i 
Veſe 
Fo e „ Theſe fe gef. . were . originally; of n eule, but 
; firſt introduced among the Romans by Romulus, in order t0 


favor his de ign of carrying off the Sabine * they con- 
| ike of horle ard charict races. &, 3 


N 


book K. OF PLIN TI 90 


were the ſwiftneſs of the horſes, or the ſkill of the 


men that attracted them, there might be ſome little 
pretence of reaſon on their ſide. But it is the dreſs 
they favor; it is the dreſs that captivates them. 
And if in the midſt of the courſe the different par- 


ties were to change habits, their different favorers 


would change ſides, and inſtantly deſert the very 


ſame men and horſes, whom they juſt before were 


eagerly following with their eyes, as far as they 
could ſee, and hallooing out their names with all the 
warmth of exclamation. Such mighty charms, 


ſuch wonderous power is there in a vile tunic! 


And this in g the ſentiments, not only of the vulgar 


(more contemptible than the habit they eſpouſe) 
but even in the opinion of ſome grave perſonages. 


When I obſerve ſuch men thus inſatiably fond of 
ſo ſilly, ſo low, ſo unintereſting, ſo common an en- 
tertainment, I congratulate myſelf that I am inſen- 


ible to theſe pleaſures: and am glad to employ 


the leiſure of this ſeaſon upon my books, which 
others throw away upon the moſt idle employment. 
Fare % WEE Sono croatia 
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d The performers at theſe, games were divided into com- 


panies, diſtinguiſhed by the particular color of their habits ; 
ere Fo white, the red, the blue, and 


the principal of which were tl ite, 
the green. Accordingly the ſpectators favorcd one or the other 
color, as humor and caprice inclined them. In the reign of 
1 a + tumult aroſe in Conſtantinople, occaſioned merely 


by a contention among the. partizans of theſe ſeveral colors, 


wherein no leſs than 30,000 men loſt their lives. 


+ Procop. de Bell, Perfic. l. c. 
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JOUR tetter informs me, that you ate engaged 
1 in building, and Lam glad to find you are; 
for I may now defend my own conduit by you 


example. 5 am myfelf employed in the ſame ſort 
of work; and ſince 1 have you, who ſhall deny 


* have reaſon on my fide * 2 We are pretty much 
agreed likewiſe, I find, in our ſituations; V and a3 


; your buildings are carried on upon the ſea· coal 


mine are riſing upon the ſide of the Tartan lake. 1 
have ſeveral villas upon the bor 


loymetit, They 


7 | 2 * 


1 8 þ * F 3 * 4 \ þ "> OF f 858 
* 


e Calls. 41 3 Teng 4 3 | & 


| was 1 place the Romans choſe Gr i their winter retreat; and 
»hich they frequented upon account of its warm baths, Some 
few ruins of the beautiful villas that once eovered this delight. 
ful coaſt, Mill remain; and nothing can give one a higher * 


of the prodigious expence and magnificenee of the Roman 
in their private buildi ings, than the manner in which ſome of 


' theſe were ſituated, It appears from this letter, as well ay 
from ſeveral, other paſſages in the claſſic writers, that they 
| actually projected 1 into the fea, being ere cted upon vaſt wh 
ſank for that purpoſe. Virgil drays a beautiful fimile 
this cuſtom, where he compares the maſſy ſpear which Purnus 


let La at ita, to one of thoſe enormous Fes thrown ind 


Is 


= 


ders of tliis lake, but | 
there are two particularly, i in which as Take molt 

5 delight, ſo they give me moſt emple 
are both fituared | in the manner of thoſe at "Baie 


LE On 
San 
ET 


M. ie ent ot aries & n Ms, artne: | 


So from the Baian . wh tha riſe 9 


Book IX. OF PLINT. S* 
of the lake ; the other actually touches it. The 


8 11 


Nualis is Euboico Baiarum littore guondam ö 


Suaxta pila cadit, magnis quam mollibus ante 


Conſtructum jaziunt ponto; fic ills ruinam 
Prona trahit penituſque vadis illiſa recumbit ; 


S of 


Ku. is 18 


* * * 7 


High o'er the Hood, a maſſy fragment flies 
The rapid rolling pile all headlong — [27 NY th ut 
With one vaſt length of ruin to the de | 

Thick boil the biffows, and on every ſi ele 


| Wark the dark Op, and Mice the de. 1. 840110 


Pr 15 » 
> # 
r A "i + 


"26-27 # 8 I 17 


Ho XY in one of his War) Ode, p points 0 out t and expo 
this amazing Toxury of 2p 2 * 


Tu ſecanda ; mare e 5 „ 
eee fs 6e aul 10 
Inmemor, flruts domos ; „„ 

Mariqut Bali. Ar heu, urges e Pw 
| Parum locuple continents te. 


ou, e pride elate, 

Unconſcious of impending fate, 
Command the pillar'd dome to riſe, 
When lo! thy tomb forgotten liess 
And tho? the waves indignant roar, 
Forward you urge the Balan ſhore,  _. . 
While earth's too narrow bounds in vain. . og and 
Thy ts a e reſtrain. 3 3 
3 TEX Ir. rasen,, 9 


2 


And here indeed, 1 ſeems to * n in her — 
licentious reſinements of. 4 kinds; While the principal amuſe- 
ment of the place Fonkfted 3 in 
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firſt, ſupported as it were by the lofty * buſki, | 
call my zragic ; the other, as reſting upon the 
humble ſock, my comic villa. They have both 
their particular beauties, which recommend then. | 
ſelves to me ſo much the more, as they are of dif. 
ferent kinds. The former commands a vider 
_ proſpect of the lake; the latter enjoys A fearer 
view of it. This by an eaſy bend embrace; 2 
little bay; the promontory upon which the other 
ſtands, forms two. Here you have a ſtrait wall 
extending itſelf along the banks of the lake; 
there a ſpacious terrace that falls by a gentle 
deſcent towards it. The former does not perceive 
the force of the waves; the latter breaks them: 
from that you ſee the fiſhing-veſſels | below; | 
from this you may fiſh yourſelf, and throw your 
line out of your chamber, and even as you lie in 
bed, as out of a boat. It is the beauties therefore | 


_ theſe agreeable villas poſſeſ: 3, that tempt me to add | 
to them thoſe which, are wanting. But! 


Vi 


painted barks, accompanied with all the melting foftneſs that 
_ exquiſite wines, "fine women, and rapturous mulic could in- 
ſpire. There was ſomething even in the natural, as well as ar- | 
tificial turn of the ſcene, which ſeem'd formed to throw the | 
mind into a ſtate of ſoftneſs and diſſipation ; inſemuch that | 


Seneca, with all his ſtoical fortitude, durſt not truſt himſelf in 
it above a day. See Seneca, ep. 51. | 


The buſkin was a kind of high ſhoe worn upon the ſtage | 
by the actors of tragedy, in order to give them a more heroical | 
3 between a ſhoe | 


elevation of ſtature; as the ſock was fo! 
and ftecking, and appropriated to the comic players. 


ne 
ed 
50 


ical 


properly ſay, who counterfeit love to none but the 
| living. Nor indeed even that any longer than they 


80k © IF DIN E | wn 


need not aſſign a' reaſon to you; ho, undoubt- 
edly, will think it a ſufficient one chat 1 _ 
your Saane Farewel. a 


EF 3.2% 


LE T = El R VII. 4 eee. 3 


3 5 244% 


judgment, as my gratitude. Neyertheleſs 1 will 
not ſcruple to ſay, that I e all your produc- 
tions ate beautiful : eſpecially, no doubt, thoſe 
of which J am the ſubject. And the ſame reaſon 
will account both for their deſerving that th 


1 


and for my thinking ſo: for as on — hand 1 
| you ever ſuccæed beſt when friendſhip inſpires you; 


ſo on the other, Lalways ain, To, 1 * 
ters 5 my love.” and 


wet 


LETTER IX. n ca | 


Loca ade the how grief 1 you - tbr. 
+ for the death of Pompeius Quinctianus, as it is 
2 proof that your affection for your departed 
friend, does not terminate with his life. Far diffe- 
rent from thoſe who love, or rather, I ſhould more 
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en * A SG: for ths As are 
ng more the object of their, thoughts, than the 
dead. But your friendſhip. is raiſed upon a more 
laſting foundation, and the conſtancy of your af. 
fection can only end with your life. Quinctianu, 

moſt certainly, well deſerved to meet with tha 
_ generous warmth from his friends, of which he 
Vas himfelf ſo bright an example. He loved thei 
in. proſperity; he protected them i in adverſity; he 
lamented them in death. How open was hi 
countenance! how modeſt his converſation! hoy 
_ equally did he temper gravity with gaiety! hoy 
fond was he of learning 1 how judicious his ſents 
ments! how dutiful to a father of a very differen 
character! and how did he reconcile his obedience 
to his virtue; and continue a good ſon, without 
forfeiting che title of 4 good man !—But I muſt 
not ſharpen your affliction by reminding you of 
his merit - yet I know your affection for the me 


Bool 


mory of this excellent youth is ſuch, that you hal * 
rather endure the pain of hearing him mentioned _ 
than ſuffer his virtues to be paſſed over in ſilence; WW falls 
ef pecially by me, whoſe applauſe, you imagine, oo 
-will adorn his actions, extend his fame, and reſtore! __ 
him, as it were, to that life from W be is ur rll 
happily: ſnatched. F are well, | en. 
n ſaube 
occat 

22 1 of h 
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[ Should like extremely well to follow your ad- 


vice; but there is ſuch a ſcarcity of boars, that 


it is impoſſible to reconcile Minerva with Diana, 


who, you think, ought to be worſhipped together. 


I muſt content myſelf then with paying my ſingle 
homage to the former; and even that with ſome 
reſtriftion, as conſidering the heats. of the ſeaſon, 
and the privileged indolence of retirement. 1 


compoſed indeed, a few trifles in my journey hither, 


which are only fit to be deſtroyed, as they are writ- 


ten with the ſame negligence and inattention that 
one uſually chats upon the road. Since I came to 
my villa, I have made ſome few additions to them, 


not finding myſelf in a humor to turn my thoughts 


= The learned Catanzus, with ſome other commentators, 
imagines this letter does not belong to Pliny, -but 1s the an- 


ſwer of Tacitus to the 6th epiſtle of the firſt book. He ſup- 


ports this conjecture, indeed, by no authority; only thinks it 
falls in exactly with the letter, to which he ſuppoſes it an an- 
ſwer, and fancies he diſcovers ſomething in the ſtile different 


from our author's manner. But upon a compariſon of the 


two letters, there ſeems little reaſon to believe one is an an- 
ſwer to the other. And as to any difference of ſtile (if there 


really be any, which the tranſlator confeſſes he has not pene- 
tration enough to diſcover, it is much too precarious an argu- | 


ment to have any weight in the caſe. The ſuppoſition of Ca- 
ſaubon ſeems more probable, who thinks this epiſtle, Jyight be 


eccaſioned by one from Tacitus, wherein he reminded Pliny 
of his own advice to him, in chat letter to which Catanzus 


imagines this an anſwer. 
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to things of more conſequence. Thus my Poetry, 
which you imagine is carried on with ſo. much ad. 
vantage amidſt the ſilence and ſolemnity of woods 
and groves, is, in truth, at a ſtand; 1 have alſo fe. 
viſed an oration or two; tho* that kind of work is 


Book 


difagreeable and unentertaining chovgh!, and has omen 
much nearer affinity with ruſtic Ton, than vith horſe! 
rural pleaſures. 5 arewel. 17 | 470 
| 1 « fat 
L E T 1 E K IT” 25 Cre, rec 

ls 5 
© UR leren was 8 en oy Ff a 
me, as it mentioned your-defire that I-would . 
fend you ſomething of mine to inſert in your Wi « ha 
works. I ſhall find an 'vecaſion of complying Will « , 
_ with your requeſt more proper than that which you T 
propoſe, the ſubject you point but ta me being at- 10 1 
tended with ſome objectionsz and when you con. * 
ſider i again, you will think. fo.—As I I did not dc 
| imagine chere were any; bookſellers at Lugo. boy; 
num, 1 am ſo wuch the N Pleaſed t to learn that Fl 
my works are ſold there. 49 J rejoice to find they ful 
maintain the character broad, which they ral ed at the” 


home; and I begin to flatter myſelf they haye ſome 
merit, ſince 4—.— of ſuch diſtant countries are 


agreed in their ſentimegts. toncernit 5 8 vY Hit 
| : Fare wel. 5 Ein n 8 5 ö 14/7 $1,377! 

' e 9544- £15 TS -IEDS I 

| „ ie doin tore; 103-5 0 tid "þ L J. 


: > 9%; 1. IF & 
"0 „ Lyons, i in the Lyonois, a province of France, 
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LETTER XII. To Jovion. | 


Cee triand of mine lately cortecked his 
ſon with great ſeverity before me, for being 
ſomething too profuſe in the article of dogs and 
horſes And pray, (aid I to him, when the 
« youth was withdrawn) did you never commit a 


th 


« retion 2? Nay, are you not ſometimes even now 
« puilty of errors, which your fon; were he in 


« which we fondly indulge ourſelves??? ? 


to ſet this inſtance of unreaſonable! ſeverity before 
you, as à caution not to treat your fon with to6 
much rigorꝭ and auſterity. Conſider he is but a 
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« fault yourſelf which deſerved your father's evr- 


your place, might. with equal gravity reprove? 
« Are not all mankind ſubject to follies? And 
have we not each of us our particular foibles in 


The great affectibn l have for you, induced me 


om” and that there was à time whewyou were fo 


In chertiag terefore, the authority of 4 
his remember always that you ate a man, and 
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LE TTER XIII. 7 s 


HE pleaſure and attention with which yoy 
read the vindication I publiſhed of Helvi. 
dius, has extremely raiſed your curioſity, it ſeems, 
to be informed of thoſe particulars relating to tha 
affair, which are not mentioned in the defence 12 
you were too young to be preſent yourſelf at that 
tranſaction, When Domitian was Killed, a glo- 
rious opportunity, I thought, offered itſelf to me 
of purſuing the guilty, vindicating the injured, and 
advancing my own reputation. But amidſt an in. 
finite variety of the blackeſt crimes, none appeared 
to me more atrocious, than that a ſenator, of præto. 
rian dignity, and inveſted with the ſacred charzc- 
ter of a judge, ſhould, even in the very ſenate itſelf, 
lay violent hands upon a member of that auguſt 
aſſembly ; upon one, who formerly had the honor 
of being conſul, and who then ſtood arraigned 
before him. Beſides this general conſideration, | 
had likewiſe a particular intimacy. with Helvidius, 
as far as it was poſſible to have with one, who 
fearing the N of the times, endeavored p 
vei 


+4 He was accuſed of treaſon, under r that 3 in a dr. 


matic piece which he compoſed, he had, in the character of | of] 
Paris and Oenone, reflected upon, Domitian for divorcing in 6 
| wu Domitia. Suet in vit. Domit. c. 10. acc 


5 Helvidius. | 
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yeil the glory of his fame, and the luſtre of his 
virtues, in obſcurity and retirement. pAriia like- 
wiſe, and her daughter Fannid, who was mother2 
in-law. to Helvidius, were in the number of my 


friends. But it was not ſo much private attach-· 
ments, äs the konor of tlie public) a juſt indigna-· 


tion at the action; and the danger of the example | 
if it mould pafs unpuniſhed, that animated me 


vpon this oecaſion. At the firſt reſtoration of * li- 
berty, every man ſingled out his particular enemy, 


tho it muſt be confeſſed; thoſe only of a lower 


rank) and in the midſt of much clamor and con- 
fuſion, no ſooner brought the charge than procured: 
the condemnation; ' But for myſelf, I thought 
it would have more the appearance of moderation 


as well as reſolution, not to take ad vantage of the 


general reſentment. of the public, but to cruſſi 
this criminal with the ſingle weight ef bis own 
enormous guilt. eee er A+ 


paſſion men: way to Jane tho 4; 00 
time under great affſiction for the Jos of 1 y 
wife, I ſent to Anteia, the widow of Helvidius, 
and deſired her to come . as FIR late misfor- 


K K wth dg dune 
| C 
> 15 8 acceſſion of Nerva 0 the empire, alter the death 
of Domitian® YA. On 


© Our author's Grit wile; ; ef whom we 95 no . 
account, Aſter ber death, he married his favorite Caipnonity. 
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rune obliged me to keep at home. When ſhe u. 
rived, I acquainted her with my reſolution not 0 
ſuffer the injuries her huſband had received, 0 
paſs unrevenged; and defired her to conſult with 
Arria and Fannia (who were juſt returned from 
exile) whether ſhe and they would join with me 
in the proſecution. Not that I wanted, 1 faig, 
an aſſociate, but that I was not ſo jealqus of my 
oon glory, as to refuſe to ſhare it with them in this 
affair. She accordingly carried this meſſage; and 
they all agreed to the propoſal without the lea 
hefitation. It happened very opportunely, that 
the ſenate: was to meet within three days, It 
was a general rule with me to conſult, in all my 
affairs, with Corellius, a perſon of the greateſt 
prudence and wiſdom this age has produced. 
However, in the preſent caſe, I relied i 

upon my dn diſeretion; being apprehienſfiy: 
would hot approve of my deſign, —— 
very ſlo w. and cautious temper. ut thoꝰ I did not 
previouſly deliberate with him, (experience having 
taught me, never to adviſe with a perſon upon an 
affair we are determined to purſue, vhere he has 
right to expect that one ſpall be decided by his 
judgment) yet I could nat forbear acquainting him 
with my reſolution at the time I intended to carry 
it into execution. The ſenate being aſſembled, 
 Icame into the houſe, and begged tighe baie 
e N 73 leave 


14100 GN PULIN TI wan 
have to make a motion; Which 1 did in few: 


words, and witli general aſſent. When 1 began 
to touch upoti the charge and point out the per- 
fon ] intended to accuſe (tho as yet without men · 
tioning him by name) I was attacked on all ſides. 
« Let us knowy ſays one, whulis the ſubjett of this 
« extraordinary; motion ? Who is it (aſed andther) 


« that is thus accuſed , without acquainting che 


« houſe! with the name of the pe 


particular crime with which he is — * 


« Surely (added a third) we who have outlived 
« the informations af furmer times, may erpect 


now, at teaſty to remain in ſedurity! 1 heard all fr 
this with __ Pang bst bah the 


of the | 2 oof one's ee avid ſs i 
ference is there with reſpect to inſpiring confidence 


or fear in the breaſt of him ho is engaged in any 
public action, whetlier the world had only rather 


he ſhould not do it, or abſolutely condemns it. It 
would be too tedious to relate all that was thrown 
out by different ſides upon this occaſion. Rr 


length the conſul acquainted me, that I ſhould be 


at liberty to propoſe what I thought proper, when 
my turn came to give my en een the * buli- 
neſs 


- Tis very fearbabe, that when any ſenator was aſked 


his opinion 1 in the kouſey ks Had the privilege of ae 


rr 
1 W. * —> Sa 
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neſs of the day. I thanked him for allowing me 
a liberty, which he never yet (I ſaid) refuſed to any; 
and ſo ſat down: when immediately the houſe wen: 
upon other affairs. In the mean while, one of my 
conſular friends took me aſide, and with great ear- 
neſtneſs telling me he thought I: had carried on 
this affair with more boldneſs than prudence, uſed 
every method of reproof and perſuaſion, to prevail 
with me to deſiſt; adding at the ſame time, that 
I ſhould certainly, if I perſevered, render myſelf 
odious to ſome future prince. And ſo I would 
<*© with to be, (I returned) ſnould he prove a wicked 
N one.” He had 5 ſcarce left me, when 2a ſecond 
came up: © for God's fake, ſaid he, what are you 
attempting? Why will you ruin yourſelf ?+ Do 
you conſider to what hazards you are expoſed? 
Why will you preſume too much on the pre- 
« ſent ſituation of public affairs, when it is ſo un- 
certain what turn they may hereafter take? Tou 
« are attacking a man who is actually at the head 
« of the treaſury, and will ſhortly be conſul. Be- 
ſides, do you conſider what credit he has, and 
« with what powerful friendſhips he is ſupport- 
ed?“ Upon which he named a certain petſon, 
who (not without ſeveral ſtrong and ſuſpicious 
oh Pe rumors) 


long as he pleaſed upon any other affair, before he came to 


Book IX. FPLIN TV. 
rumors) was then at the head of a powerful ar 
in the caſt.” 45 1 SN 0 2 5100 25 tr A they 4 


A 144 


4 Al leu. 5 ail? Py in 2 reve rools's 0 Po 


" 77 274 Fe N * } «by, 


eee ab ns dee Wü denbe wy | 


« fer in an honeſt cauſe, provided I can draw ven- 
« geance down upon an infamous one.“ The 


time for the members to give their opinion was 


now arrived. Domitius Apollinaris, the . confut 


ele, ſpoke firſl; after him Fabricius Vejento, then 


Fabius Poſthumius, Vectius Proculus next,"(who' 


married my wife's mother, and who was collegue 


of PubliciusiCertus, the perſbw:on whominhe | 


debate turned) and laſt of all Ammius Flaceus. 


They all deferided Certus; @vIf'T bed numed lm 


(tho' I had not yet ſo much as once mentioned him) 
and entered upon the partic ma Juſtification of a 
crime, which I had only touehed upon in general 
terms. It is not neceſſary to repeat, in this place, what 
they ſaid, as I have related it in their own words in 
the ſpeech above-mentioned.” Avidius Quietus, and 
Cornutus Tertullius anſwered them. The former 
obſerved,” that ĩt was extremely unjuſt not to hear 
.« the comp aints of thoſe who thought themſelves 


5 * injured, and therefore that Arria and Fannia 


. "OR ought 
„ Eneid, lib. 6. „. 1j. 
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<« point for the conſideration of the ſenate was not 


— N 
—ä— — ͤ ——ꝙẽ — 


houſe, that as he was appointed guardian to the 


< committed in order to ;carry 


4, kind of mi 
mugh-. ambiguity. . Alem opinion, laid he, 
great injuſtice will be done to Certus, 
66 Nen renn (for I do not ſcruple to mention 


Book 
« his! 
« as U 
« hav 
(6 acc 
«6 jud 
« but 
6 gla 


< oughtnot to be denied the privilege of laying 
“their grievances before the houſe. and that the 


e the rank of the perſon, but the merit of the 
e cauſe.” Then Cornutus roſe up and told the 


« daughter of Helvidius by the conſuls; upon the 


< petition of her mother and her father-inzlaw, he de 
thought himſelf obliged to fulfil the duty of his be 
< truſt. In the execution of which, however, he the 
& would endeavor to ſet ſome bounds to his in- upol 
+ Hignation, by: following that great example of Will " © 
moderation which thoſe excellent women had ſam 
e ſet, who contented, themſelves with barely in- liſhe 


It 1 
hea 
ava 
eit 


< forming the ſenate of the cruelties which Certus 


on his infamous 
tr adulation. And therefore, he ſaid, he would only 
e moye, that if a puniſnment due to a crime ſo 


44 otoriouſiy known,, ſhould be remitted, t ata qui 
& leaſt Certus might be branded with ſome mark vo 
« of the dif leaſure of aſſembly. 83 ed 
trius Rufus ſpoke next, and eee. to ſteer ky 


idle; courſe, expreſſed himſelf, with 


8, if he is 


4 03 mt, his 


G 


2 Arria and F annia. 3 
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« his name, inte the friends of Arpia and Fatitia, 

« as well as his On, have done ſo too) nor inderd 

« have we any occaſion to be ſolicitous upon this 

« account. /We'who' think well of the man, ſniall 

« judge him with the ſame impartiality: as the reſt: 

« but if he is innocent, as I hope he 1 is, and ſhall be 

glad to find, I think this houſe may very Juſtly 

« deny the preſent motion, till ſomething ſhall 

« be proved againſt him.” Thus, according to 

the reſpective order in which they were called · 

upon, they delivered their ſeveral opinions. When 

it came to my turn, 1 roſe. up, and uſing the 

ſame introduction to my ſpeech as I have pub- 

liſhed in the defence, replied to them ſeverally. 

It is ſurpriſing with what an univerſal aſſent I was 

heard, even by.thoſe who juſt before were loudeſt 

againſt me: ſuch a wonderful change was wrought 

cither by the importance of the affair, the ejo- 

vocate. After I had finiſhec Vejento Attempt- 

ed to reply s but the general clamor raiſed againſt 

by | not „nes Wan: to eng $6 1 bar my 
143/77. $413, DYOT Ilse ien +497 lends, 5 


In the ar 6 times of the republic they bigns by aking the 
opinion of the Prince of the ſenate," and the reft went on each 
accordin to his age. Under the emperors, their will ſerved as 
a rule: for as the he princs preſided in the ſenate, he demanded 
the opinion of him firſt, whom he thought fit to do that . 
nor: n Wore uſually began * the conſuls,” | 
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os * lords, faid he, you will not oblige me to im. the 
plore the aſſiſtance of the Tribunes.” Imme. ve 
diately the tribune Murena cried out, von fel 
have my leave, moſt illuſtrious Vejento, to pro- 
« ceed. But ſtill the clamor was renewed. In 
the interval, the conſul order'd the houſe to divide, ture 
and having counted the voices, diſmiſſed: the ſe⸗ 
nate, leaving Vejento in the midſt, ſtill attempt. 
ing to ſpeax. He made great complaints of this 
affront- (as he called it) mad the Wie 
| lines of Homer to. himſelf: 


1 Great perils, father,” wait th unequal fight ; 
7 boſe younger champions will oppreſs thy might. 


«There was ſcarce a man in the ſenate that did not 
embrace and kiſs me, and all ſtrove who ſhould 
upplaud me moſt, for having, with the utmoſt 
nazard to myſelf, revived a cuſtom ſo long diſ- 
uſed, of freely conſulting) the ſenate upon affairs 
that concern the honor of the public 3 in a word, 
for having wiped off that odium which was thrown 
upon it by other orders in the ſtate, that 
7M the ſenators mutually favored the members of | 
| e, their 


1 


. The Luna X were. wa l 4 at kr out t of the 
body of the commons, for the defence of their liberties, and 
to interpoſe in all grievances offered by t their ſuperiors. Their 
authority extended even to the deliberations of the ſenate. | 
i Diomed's ſpeech to Neſtor, adviſing him to 18 from 
the field of battle. Iliad. iti 102. Pope, 25 


* | 
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« their own body, while they were extr emely {e- 
« yere in, animadverting upon the reſt of, their 
fellow citizens. All this was tranſacted in the 


abſence of Certus; who kept out of the way 
either becauſe he ſuſpected ſomething of this na- 


ture was intended to be moved, or (as was ſaid 


in his excuſe) that he was really indiſpoſed. 
Cæſar, however, did not refer the examination 
of this matter to the ſenate., But I obtained ne- 
vertheleſs, what I aimed at, another perſon being 
appointed to ſucceed Certus in the conſulſhip, 
while the election of his collegue to that office was 


confirmed. And thus, the wiſh with which I con- f 


cluded my ſpeech, was actually accompliſhed: 
1 * he be obliged, ſaid I, to renounce under 
FI & virtuous prince, har reward he received 
„from an infamous one. Some time after 
| recolledted, as well as I could, the ſpeech I 
had made upon this occaſion; z to which 1 threw 
in ſome additions. It happened (tho indeed it 
had the appearance of being ſomething more 
than caſual) that a few days after I had publiſhed | 


this piece, Certus was taken ill and died. It was 


reported that his imagination was continually 
haunted with this affair, and repreſented me always 


before 


N + Naw 


| Domititn 3 ; 4 * he had been 83 can clea, 
tho he had not 6k Gm open. that office, RE 
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letter, which (confiering it is a letter) is as long 
as the defence you fay you have read: but you 


the information that piece could afford you. Fare. 


* 
— AS <a GAG Fn ag ers neat AE aces 


1 Ho you a are * no f means v inclined to ſel 


* 2 * * 
- 


we pay to her. Proceed we then, my friend, in 


ducted ſome few to the faireſt point of Juſtre and 
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before his eyes, like a man that vas purſoing him 
with a dagger. Whether there was any truth in 
this rumor, I will not venture to affirm ; but fo 


che ſake of example, however, I. could wit | 
might gain credit. And now. T have ſent you a 


Book 
feput 


muſt thank yourſelf, for not being contented with 
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admiration, yet, be aſſured, none of my 
uritings are more ſincerely the undiſſembled dic- 
tates of my real thoughts, than choſe of which you 
are the ſubject, Whether, indeed, Poſterity will 
concern herſelf with either of us, 1 know not; but 
ſurely we deſerve ſome ſmall regard at leaſt, 1 

will not ſay upon account of our geniuſes (that | 
. would be too vain a pretenſion) but from our 
8 our labors, and that high reverence | 


the courſe we have begun, which as it has con- | 
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reputation, ſo it has led out numbers from ſilence 
nd obſcurity. » Farewell. 


— ) 4 A 


LETTER Xv. T6 Phi 


| | 


of paſſing | my time here, at leaſt, in my own 


the troubleſome complaints and petitions of my te- 
nants. 1 look over their papers with more reluc- 
tance than m) own; for to confeſs the truth, it is 
with great unwillingneſs I review even them. BY 
am reviſing, | however, ſome little orations an em- 


vened, is but of a very cold and unentertaining 


kind. In the mean while, my private affairs are 
neglected as much as if I were abſent. | Tet I ſome- 


will times ſo far act the part c of a careful maſter of a 
but e family, as to mount my horſe and ride about my 


As for you, I hope you will keep up your 


our | 2 cuſtom, and in returff for this account of my 
nce WW rural affairs, let me know what i is going: forward 
in in town. Farewel. 
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Retired to > my villa at Tuſcum, with the hopes 


way: but that 151 a privilege, T” find, 1 am not to 
enjoy even here; ſo greatly am I interrupted with 
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d Thefe perſons were introduded at moſt of the tables 0 
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L E T TER XVI. To Mau- raus 2 

: confe 

Ir. is no wonder the chace you mention afford. n o 
1 ed you infinite pleaſure, ſince ©, the number of 

« the ſlain(to own your own hiſtorical * expreſlion) N e 

< was not to be counted . As for myſelf, 1 hape bon" 

neither leiſure nor inclination for ſports of tha 10 5 

kind: not leiſure, becauſe I am in the midſt of So 

my vintage; not inclination, becauſe it has proved bd f 

an extreme bad one this ſeaſon. | However, I ſhall A 

be able, 1 hope, to draw off 1 ſome new verſes, it pager 

leaſt, if not new wine, for your entertainment, volle 

which (fince you requeſt them i in fo agreeable a S 

manner) I will not fail to ſend you, as ſoon ne check 

ſhall be ee Kalt * arewel. 4 1 + 

1 8 klima 

VCC 4 th before 

| L ET: T E R XV. 10 Gunmen. ro 

lem por 

1 Have ed your letter, i in TEN you com- =" 

plain of being highly diſguſted lately at an en- 6; 

terfainment, tho exceeding ſplendid, by a ſet of ae 

buffoons, fools, and ton proſtitutes, who were N bog 

| play ing their antic WS. hs round the tables. But oo 

4 57 300 Tens ns 

N WE 8 repre 

An expreſſion frequent among the hiſtorians: in a thei de. E. 

ſeriptions of battles. uy e 


the great, for the PRE or mirth and gaiety, and e 
I Lute 


et me adviſe you to ſmooth your brow a little. I 
confeſs, indeed, I admit nothing of this kind at 
ny own houſe ; however, I bear with it in others. 


8 * 64d 
ST : L. F "Is ; tc : A 15 
And 


lon) tuted an eſſential part in all polite entertainments amon 5 
aye domans. It is ſurprizing how ſoon this 1 people fell o 

£ om their original ſeverity of manners, and were tainted with 
that the falſe refinements of foreign luxury. Livy dates the riſe of 


this, and other unmanly delicacies, from the conqueſt of Scipio 
Afiaticus over Antiochus ;. that is, when the Roman name 


wed had ſcarce ſubſiſted above a hundred and fourſcore years. 
t [uxuric 2 ng origo, ſays he; exercitu Affatica in urbem 


This triumphant army catched, it ſeems, the con- 


Rome, ſpread an infection among their countrymen, which 


Thus did eaſtern Juxury revenge itſelf on Roman arms! It 
may be wondered, that Pliny ſhould keep his own temper, and 
check the indignation of his friends at a ſcene, which was fit 


it will not, perhaps, be doing juſtice to our author, to take an 
fflimate of his real ſentiments upon this point, from the letter 
before us. Genitor, it ſeems, was a man of ſtrict, but rather 
of too auſtere morals for the free turn of the age: emendatis 


teporum. [ Ep. 3. L. 3.] But as there is a certain ſeaſonable 


com- accommodation to the manners of the times, not only ex- 
WH remely conſiſtent with, but highly conducive to the intereſts 
n en. virtue, Pliny, probably, may affect a greater latitude than he 
et of in general approved, in order to draw off his friend from that 
| lifineſs and unyielding . diſpoſition, which might prejudice 
were WY thoſe of a gayer turn againſt him, and Eonſequently leſſen the 
But beneficial influence of his virtues upon the world. A late moſt 
©” WY ingenious author, who has greatly diſtinguiſhed himſelf in ſe- 
Let reral branches of uſeful and polite literature, has given us a 
|; preſentation of one of theſe buffoons, from an antique in his 
11 de. collection: to which the reader is referred for a ſtronger idea of 
in the vitiated and low taſte of thoſe; who could receive from them 
1es entertainment. See Middleton, Antiq. tab. 9. 6g. 3. 
, tuted: MY Liv. 1. 39s e. 6. 
112 
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ugious ſoftneſs of the people it ſubdued ; and at its return to 


worked by flow degrees, till it effected their total deſtruction. 


only for the diſſolute revels of the infamous Trimalchio. But 


C gravis: paulo etiam horridior & durior ut in bac licentis 
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4 And why then (you will be ready to aſk) ſhoulg 
« you, not have them yourſelf } * The truth ig 
becauſe the ſoft geſtures of the wanton, the pla 

fantries of the buffoon, or the extravagancies of the 
fool, give me no entertainment, as they give me 
no ſurprize It is my particular taſte, you ſee 
not my judgment, that I plead againſt | them. And 
indeed, What numbers are there who think the en. 
tertainments which you and I are moſt delighel 
with, to be no better than impertinent follies! 
How many are there, who. as ſoon as a reader, 1 
; muſician, or a comedian i is introduced, either tale 
their leave of the company, or if they continue at 
the table, ſhew as much diflike to this kind of d. 
verſions, as you did at thoſe: monſters, as you cal 
them 1 Let us bear the efqre, my friend, Wich 
others i in their amuſements, chat they, in return, 
may ſhew Lange to ours. Nr 


as 
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TATE Se care a | attention jou vill 
* read my works, | and how perfeRtly tre 
ſure them in your memory, your letter is a ſuffi 
cient teſtimony. Do you. conſider, then, what 
troubleſome” affair you are bringing upon you 


hands, when you kindly entice me, by ever 
5 2 3-4 7 11 friend 


A _ e 
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iendly art, to communicate to you as many of 
them as poſſible? Pf F cannot, certainly, refuſe your 
equeſt;* but ſhall comply with it, however, at at 

different intetvals, and obſerve ſome kind of ſue- 

ion; * For I would not by tos copious and too 
frequent. a ſupply, over burthen and corfou ind a 


kugments; nor, in ſhort, pour in Eh an unrea- 
nable guantity, ub: to öblige it to diſtharge what 
had before Fern d, * order woken what fol- 
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vin Ut to be ee upon. his e 


5 Be hes, 0 1 en arms than, 
NG 10 . pads bis e ate 
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ated much more reaſonably, in forbidding any mo- 
nument whatſoever/to'be erected to his memory. 
And i in r concluſion of your IE Row n 
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mine, that Virginius Rufus directed che fol- 


bs lich oo bd bim. and think Vremincs 
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gining I ever ſhould have occaſion. to tiſe up in 
his defence, I thought he could never be ſuff. 


count of a converſation which paſſed between bim 


vill pardon me therefore, I hope, if you ſhould! 


s agreeable. to you.“ O Cluvius, he replied, 


of writing what he pleaſgd ?” But let us com. 
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my ſentiments. upon each. I loved them bath; 
but I confeſs. I admired him moſt whom you Con. 
demn: and to ſuch a degree, that fo far from im. 


« per 
ciently; applauded, | In my opinion, eyery mu. my 
who has ated a great and memorable part, de, it. 


ſerves not only to be excuſed but approved, if he 
purſues that glorioijs immortality of fame he haz 
merited, and endeavors to perpetuate an everlaſt 
ing remembrance of himſelf, even by monumentl 
inſcriptions. Yet hardly ſhall you find a man, who 
had performed ſuch great atchievements, ſo mo- 
deſtly reſerved upon the ſubject of his own actions, 
as Virginius was. I can bear him witneſs (and! 
bad the FIG to enfey. this 1 intimacy and *. 


his own büsdsskf ad a in Seh an ac; 


and Cluvius: + You well know (ſaid Cluvius to 
ce him) che fidelity. required in an hiſtorian; you 


if meet with any thing in my works, that is not 


can you be ignorant that what 1 did, Was in 
* order that every man might enjoy the liberty 


pen 
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pare Frontinus with him in that very inſtance, 
wherein you think the former is more modeſt and 
eferved. He forbid a monument to be erected to 


« pence of a monument, ſays he, is ſuperfluous ; 


in two lines, the actions one has performed? It is 


monumental honors he had merited ; the latter, i in 
rather chooſing x the APPEArange « of Dr them. 
Farewel. 


N 


jim, it is true; but in what words? The ex- 


« my memory will remain, if my actions deſerve 
it,” Is there leſs vanity, do you think, thus to 
poclim to all the * world that his memory would 
remain ; than to mark upon a ſingle, tomb- ſtone, 


not, however, my deſign to condemn your favo- 
rite; I only mean to defend Virginius: and what 
ugument can be more prevailing with you, than 
one drawn from a compariſon between him and the 
perſon you prefer? In my own opinion, indeed, 
neither of them deſerve to be condemned, ſince 
they both purſued glory with the foe paſſion, but 
by different. roads : the former, in defiring thoſe. 


It appears from hence, ihe tis was net A teſtamentapy 
duection, but a ee in ſome work which F rontinus had 
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0 rr A xx. Ss | Vis, 


IHE longer your Aa wh; * ch 10 

more agreeable I thought it; eſpecially a 
it turned entirely upon my works. I am not at al 
ſurprized you ſhould find a pleaſute in them ſince 
I know you have the ſame affection for every thing 
_ that belongs to me, as you have for myſelf... | 
The getting in of my vintage (Which tho it ha 


proved but a flender one this ſeaſon, is however, WW de 
more plentiful than I expected) particularly em. ld 
ploys me at preſent. - If indeed I can with any pro- hay 
priety fay ſo, who only gather a grape non and WIN «.; 
then, viſit the wine-preſs; taſte the muſt in the vat, jo 
and ſaunter to my domeſtics * who being all en. 1 
gaged without doors, have w is ly ab a. me * 
to TOP: readers and 1 Tectotaties,” OR" 90 

„ i ben bed vil aronod La ident 0 

L. ETT £ R Nell. * To e 0 8 ur 

m 

0 UR e a” vou lately... men- WM 

© tioned to me with diſpleaſure, has been with re 

me, and N himſelf at my feet with as "much W 
a The AiſtinQtion 3 in the civil law takes the /ervi Urbau a 0 

& Ruſtici, is alluded to in the original; but as we have not F: 


the ſame among us, it is not poſlible, perhaps, to preſerve this 
* with Feet; in an. Engl wanne 1 


Book 37 


en as he could have Ty at yours.” ke 
earneſtly requeſted me with | many tears, and « even 
with all the eloquence of falent ſorrow, to inter. 
cede for him; ; in Tort, he convinced me by 

whole behayior, that he fincerely” repents 0 is 
fault. And 1 am petſuaded he 1 is thoroughly r. re- 
formed, becauſe he ſeems entirely ſentible of his 
ouilt, I Know * you are angry with hind, a nd T 
know too, it is not without reaſon; but clemency 
can never exert itſelf with more applauſe, than when 
there is the juſteſt cauſe for reſentment. 80 once 
had an affection for this man, and, T hopt , will | 
have again: in the mean while, et me Ay pes 
rail with y6u'ts pardon hit. If he ſhould incur 
your diſpleafüre nereaftet, yd 5 Much 
the ſtronget plea in excufe for yout anger, us you 
ew youtfelf more exorable to Him now. Allow 
bnetdllg kh bis youth, to fis keins, and te your 
own natürül Miflanefs bf temper: do not malte fim 
uneaſy any longer, and 1 "will add too, do nat 
make youtſa' fo; for a mam of your benevolchce 
of heart, Cannot be anpty* Without feeling great 
regret, 1 Am afraid, were J tö join my intreaties 
vi his, I Thould ſeem rather to compel, that re- 
queſt you to forgive him. Vet will not ſc. uple to 
do it; and in 40 much the ſtronger terms, as 1 
have ts ſharply and ey — him, po- 
ſitively 


en. 
vith | 
uch 
ub- 


-bazi 


Griyely cs never to co interpyſe Again. in * 
behalf, But tho? it was proper to ſay this to him, 
in order to make him more fearful of offending; [ 
do not ſay ſo to you, I may, perhaps, again hay 
occaſion to intreat you upon his account, and again 
obtain your forgiveneſs ; ; ſuppoſing, I mean, his 
error ſhould be ſuch as may become me to inter 
cede for, and you to Pardon. e 


'L E Fr. T E R xxIU To 0 Spvanes, 


1 H AVE born: u e by: the ill "a of 
health of Paſſienus Paulus, as indeed I had 
many and juſt "reaſons, He has a moſt excellent 
and generous heart, of, which I have the happineſs | 
to ſhare the warmeſt friendſhip. In his writings 
he ver ſucceſsfully emulates the ancients, whoſe 
ſpirie and manner he has cloſely imitated and hap: 
pily reſtored; eſpecially that of Propertius, to whom 
he is no leſs related by genius, than by blood, az 
he particularly reſembles that poet in his chief er. 
cellengg/e When you read his elegies, whatever i 
elegant, tender, and agreeable, will conſpire to 
charm you; as you will clearly diſcoyer they de- 
tive their lineage from Propertius. | He has lately 
made ſome attempts in the lyric kipd, in which he 
2 ſucceſsfully Fai the manner of Horace, as he 


3 has 


& 
„ 
& 
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has that of the other poet juſt mentioned. You 
yould imagine, were there ſuch a thing as a kin- 
dred ip genius. that the blood of Horace likewiſe 
flowed in his veins. He diſplays a moſt wonderful 
compaſs and pregnancy af imagination: When he 
deſcribes the paſſion of love, you perceive his heart 
is entirely poſſeſſed by the moſt tender ſentiments; 
when he paints the emotions af grief, you ſee. his 
breaſt js penetrated with the deepeſt ſorrow ; when 
he enters upon topics of panegyric, it is with all 
the ardor of the warmeſt benevolence; when he 
diverts himſelf, with ſubjects of pleaſantry, it as in 
the ſpirit af the mo agreeable gaiety;; in ſnort, | 
whatever ſpecies of poetry he engages in, he tue: 
cutes it with ſuch a maſterly hand, that one 
would imagine it were the ſingle branch to which 
he had applied himſelf. The dangerous indiſpoſt 

tion of ſuch a friend and ſuch a genius, occaſipn'd 

as much anxiety to me, as is did pain to him. But 
at lengh he is recovered, and vy peace is reſtored: = 
an event which deſerves your congratulation, not 

only for my fake, but for the ſake of learning itſelf, 
which ran as great a hazard by his danger, as it 
will RO” rg * n rape 


188 2 7 2 * : 
12 ry * 4 2 jt 15 we * > 14 * * OC 05 * N * : * , 
, : 3 


4 [ . 5 ” . * 4 0 
L 4 7 2 [ 1 3 6 15 8 |; _—_ 4 . ö 
* j4 13 $i: IST þ 1 1911 AGM N TDOENS 4 Hen 51 hs 
* n af Wu” * 2 * A - * ne % "0 © * . Of S . 0 * oo _— 4 4 
5 * = 's a 
7 % £29 Fi} £28 704 F rene 0 N r * 2 
"23 SZ LIC vs L242, 4% 23 SORTS © 3-4 6 


4 8 R n 
+: 8 8 4 rr . 
. A . „ * Err vn 4 92 # © # 7, 4 
N - S : 2 5 c 4 1 4 * * 2 4 449 * „ 4 * 4 L * - 4 
© * * . A. „ 
; q o 
* 
* 


$za T HE LETTERS Book Ix; 


ew = * * : * ac (4 _, 
Tt 1 5 ; are rere 42g; 4 - 5 Goth Bo * Fg 
N LI ieee ine, eee 14 141 * 
* e a " , | . 
GT ; 1 , } 7 77 ” { 0 b 
> 3 : 4 + . 4 7 : F 8 as 4 fk e 1 
* : f | i? L 3. By 4 2 $ p #-k 7 


9! "IN E 7 T T PENA 7 Nite 


1 0 ITT Tx 2 1 . 
1172 'E: Wee: 8 9% eu ni hoy 


„ 


T bas Fe ans l Pane low 


rable judges, after having preſerved as much as pol. 
fible the gravity and ſolemnity ſuitable to their cha. 


racter, have at length been forbed, us it were, ta 
break thro all reſtraints, and have riſen up, with one 


eonſent, in my applauſe. 1 have often likewiſe gan- 

ed as much glory in the ſenat 
chuld deſire: bur IMever was touched with a more 
fenfible pleaſure than by: an account wHʒ R I lately 


chat ut the laſt Circenſtan games; he fat next to a 


Romun knight, who after much diſcourſe had paſ. 


ſedbutween them upon various points of learning, 
Tacitus replied, ¶ & bur acquaintance with litera. 


v cureomuſt have informed you wh Tam. Ay! 
idnigknight;* Pray then is it Tacitus or Pliny l 


am talking wich! I cannot expreſs how highly l 


am pleaſed to find, chat dur names are not ſo much 


the proper appellatives of men, as a kind of diſ- 


tinction for learning herſelf; and that eloquence 
renders us known to thoſe, who would be ignorant 


cf u any other means. An accident of the ſame 


SN N nature 


= pleading before the centumviri, chat choſe vene- 


as my utmoſt Wiſhes 


veceived from Cornelius Tacitus. He informed me, 


Italian, ora, provincial? 


Book IX, QF PLA N * TELL 541 
nature happened to me a few days 290. Fabius 
Rufinus,a perſon of diſtinguiſhed merit, was placed 
next to me at table; and below him a countryman 
of his, who was juſt then come to Rome for the 
firſt time. Rufinus defired his friend to take no- 
tice of me, and fell into a converſation upon n the ſub. 

jet of my eloquence: to whom the other imme 
diately replied, That muſtundoubredly | be Pliny.” ” 
To own the truth, I look upon theſe inſtances as 
a we conſiderable recompence of my labors. 
emoſthenes reaſon. to be pleaſed with the 

old woman of Athens crying out, This is De- 
« moſthenes ! And may I not be allowed to 
congratulate myſelf upon the extenſive reputation 
my name has acquired? Yes, my friend, I will re- 
joice in it, and without ſcruple own that Ido. 9; As 


I only mention the judgment of others concerning 
ws. not the Eat I conceive: FE b met 10 am 


e e 
4 6 343 2 A 


1 
* 1 « * * 


„ The a as e by Tully, i is n Fe met 
an old woman carrying a pail of water, upon which ſhe whiſ- 
pers to her companion, This is Demoſthenes !*? I muſt not, 
bawever conceal fram the reader, that Tully condemns the 
Grecian orator for being pleaſed upon this occaſion, and ac- 
counts for it in the true ſpirit of genuine rbb * 8 
alias logui widelicet didicerat, non multum ip/e ſecum he had 
learnt the art of talking to others, but was unacquainted, i - 
ſeems, with the moſt inſtructive of all arts, the art of /z/f-con- 
wrr/e : a lietle of this home-philoſophy would have taught him, 
e. n . . en re er _— 
vajue, : 12/45 © 0: 

5 ER rh * Toke, | & | RE 1 £78 
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not afraid of incurring the cenſure of vanity; eſpe: 
OAT BE, LOO. nenen E 

cially from you, who, as you envy no man's re- 
Arian * 6 * putation, 


d Thoſe who have formed their not ions of modeſty according 
to the falſe refinements in manners, which latter times have in. 
troduced, will take offence; probably, at the advantageom Þ 

terms, in which Pliny here, and in ſome other paſſages of theſe 
letters, ſpeaks of himſelf. But ir will not be juſt to eſtimate 
our author's character, by maxims which have been received 
in the world long ſince he left it. It is moſt, certain that 
modeſty, according to the idea the ancients had of it, did not 
(neither in the truth of things does it) forbid a man to ſpeak 
well of himſelf, where he has merit to ſupport the Charader 
he claims: True modeſty confiſted only (as indeed it opght on- 
ly to conſiſt), in being a/hamed to commit any thing baſe and 
unworthy ; any thing unbecoming the dignity of human na- 
ture; any thing in defiance of that reverence we owe to our. 
ſelves, and to that rank we hold in the order of rational beings: | 
| the was in ſhort; the cute wirtutum omnium, as Tully emphati- 
cally calls her, the guardian and protectreſs of the whole train 
of human virtues. Plity, who often recommends modeſty as ore | 
of the moſt ſhining virtues in others, could never have ſpoken 
thus favorably of his own merit, if it had been contrary to the 
received notions of that moſt amiable quality. And that it was 
not, is extremely evident from the Whole tenor of antiquity in 
the article of ſelf. condemnation. Homer's Ulyſſes (to bof- 
row the obſervation of a very polite and judicious critic) 
s calls himſelf the av7/e* of the Grecians, as his Achilles does 
*© not ſcruple to repreſent himſelf. the be/# and moſt waliant of 
„ them; and that roo in a council of all the princes: Virgil 
has given us his approbation of both the one and the other 
»in making Eneas talk frequently of his own piety and 
<< valour. . Kere in Plato, is always brought in to his ad- 
„vantage; he himſelf quotes the oracle, whick pronounced 
* him to be the wvi/ce/t of men. Xenophon repreſents Cyrus, 
'« upon his death-bed, as taking notice of the greateſt beauty 
of his own character, his humanity; in a piece which every 
one knows was deſigned for the character of a perſect prince. 
Ceæſar and the great Jewith writer of his on life frequently 
„ commend tbemſelves: the greateſt critie, as well as the 
greateſt orator among the Romans, Who ſo often reekons 
Moadeſiy among the things which are moſt neceſſary toward 
Wn MONT 1 n wg = rendering 


£ $» -& N 


FFF . .. . 
8 


— n 
* 1 3 

3 — —-— — — 
. L ro encant N 


i 2 


P K 


j 
0 
* 
q 
bl 
4 
BD) 
: 
| | 
1 


1 n _— — — 


a — EE 4 
— - —_— = . * — — * — 3 * * 
2 he On Eg +. we Le ho Ln _ EY : * 8 . — - - 8 d 
— Oe I IT. | Sn IgE = PEE EI __ —— 
* « e a3; . r REIT r 
: rn nnd — , N 0 7 
* — - 
: „ S 


— n =: 
En 


— 
R 
— 


_—_— * 


r A mn 
1 — 


jolt: © OF BENNY. oe 
putation, ſo you are r zealous for mine. 
Farewel. | | 


ion, 3 CE | . | ThICs 2.9 BLILM'W 
LE:T;& E R XXIV. To SABINIANUS»- 
ding 

e in. 

om Greatly approve of y your having, in compliance 
oF - with my * letter, received again into your fa- 
ved 


muy and favor, a freed- man, whom you once ad- 
mitted into a ſhare of your affection. It will afford 
you, I doubt not, great ſatisfaction. It certainly at 
leaſt has me, both as it is a proof that you are ca- 
pable of being governed in your paſſion, and as it 
;s an inftance of your paying ſo much regard to me, 
as either to yield to my authority, or to com- 
ply with my requeſt. Tou will accept, therefore, 


* at once, both of my applauſe and my thanks. At 
a the ſame time I muſt adviſe you, to be diſpoſed for 
ot the future to pardon the errors of your people, tho' 


there ſhould be none to interpoſe i in their behalf. 


of | F arewel. 

foil e of Bhs we 

her 1 

an 

wa . enge; a man great in hls vrofeſiion ; 7 Wong anon ond fre- 

ced « quent is he in praiſing himſelf, and ſetting his own merit 

us, in a true light? But what puts this beyond diſpute (and 

uty « ſhews at the ſame time, that a juſt commendation of one's 

ery « ſelf may "be very conſiſtent with the greateſt modeſty) 1s to 
be found in the ſacred writings, in which Moſes ſays of him- 


“ ſelf, that he was the mecke/? man . earth.” N on * 2 
Odyſ. pt. 1. 52. 
. gs e 21. * this Bock. 
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N glory, ſince they have approved themſelyes 6 
the judgment of a man of your gravity. and 
learning, and what. i is more than all, of your ve⸗ 
racity. At preſent 1 have ſome cauſes upon my 
hands, which (tho not very deeply indeed, hoy- 
ever) engage me; when I ſhall have diſpatched 


have the ſame good opinion of ho as they haye 


to their cage and their neſs. W an, 


4 e me op of a ff n 


LE 7 TER XXV. To MaMiLianus, 


HO? you complain of the crowd of military 
affairs which prefs upon you, yet, as if you 
were enjoy! ing the moſt uningerrupted leiſure, yay 
read and admire, it ſeems, my poetical trifles, and 
not a little encourage me ill 1 to perſevere i in them, 
I begin, indeed, to purſue this Kind of ſtudy, 
not only with a view to my amuſement, but my 


theſe, I will again truſt. my muſe in your candid 
boſom. You will ſuffer | my little doves and ſpar; 
rows to take w ing among) your eagles* 4 if you ſhould 


of themſelves ; if not, you will kindly confine them 


29% 1 


c © Altuding to the Rains wre, mich was an 60 ire 
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's * 
* 4 J. ; P 
% wg" I Le 
; ! 
1 47 =") 4 
„ 8 
* F 


„ #7 23 A 1 
& Ka PP „ 
LE T- 
7 


I- 


- OF,PLINY. 645 


\-4 
1 a { * 
L * 


1 1 41.84 


LE T. TE R, V | To Loomnens,” 


1 once (and bink bat improperly) of a 
certain orator. of the preſent age, whole i com- 
poſitions are extremely regular and corre, but by 


no means ſublime and ornamented, &* His only - 


« fault is, that he has none.” | "Whereas he who is 

poſſeſſed of the true ſpirit. of oratofy, ſhould be 
100 and elevated, anc ſometimes even flame ut 
and be hurried. away with all the warmth and vio- 
lence of paſſion; 1 in ſhort, | he ſhould frequently ſoar 
to great; andeven dangerous heights: 3 forp r precipices 


are generally near whatever i is towering ' an nd exalted, 


The Plain, tis true, affords A ſafer, but for that 
reaſon a more. humble and inglorious, path: they 


dat run; are more likely to. ſtumble: than they 5 
that creep; but the latter gain no honor by. not 


ſlipping, while the former. even fall with, glory. = 


s with eloquence as with ſome other arts; ; the, is 
never more pleaſing than when ſhe ET moſt. 


Have you not obſerved- what acclamations 'our 


dope · dancers excite" at the inſtant of imtninent 
danger? Whatever is moſt unexpected and ha- 
zardous, or as the Greeks. strongly expreſs it, 


whatever is moſt daring, has always the n : : 
hare of our admiration. The * $ {kill is by no- 


Vor. II. = NM ga. + on means 


. 16M 10 gaizlazql 0" "A * Th meme 6 
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e 15 a, xxi. 387- | Pope's wal, 
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means equally proved in a.calm, as in a Rorm: in 
the former caſe he tanlely enters the port; \ undo. 


ticed and un applauded, but when the Cordage 


#4 


_cracks, the maſt bends, land the rudder gros, 


then 1 is it that he tines ex forth in full luſtre, andis 


V+ 4 4 


"adored ; as little 3 inferior to a-ſea od. Thie rein 


of my making this obſervation | is, Vecile, Fl 
miſtake not, you have marked” ſotne 


ne pa es in 


my writings for being kurt ant 10 


" over-wrought, which f 2 my eſtithation; are fil 


and bold and ſublime. But! it 1s material toconſdtt, 
Whether your criticiſm! turns upon ſuch pbints asu 
real faults, or only ftriking and remarkable expre. 
' ſions. Whatever is Is elevated? is ſure to'be'obſcivet; | 


but! it requires a very nice judgment to diftingul 
dhe bou nds between 1 true and falſe grandeur; be 


tween a Juſt and enortious height. To given 
: inſtance out of Homer, both of the grand and tt 
1 i ſtile, i in the e lines; which ean cam, 


E Mice u in loud Uhimder dids the FENTON found, ; 
And wide beneath them en the Gi ground. 


e 1 
* _ 70 ö * A 
= F 4 hy * 


+ 5 e 


1 ag v. 3586. e of Mars of 


any reader's obſervation 


uy 
+: 


Book IX. OF PLINY. 


7 #/ QT 24 [ 0 k of 


80 in n whole pathge wy 


"ft eee ot ces} Fol 1 be, 
With rage impetuous dawn their echoing bills, | 


 Rufhto the-vales, and pour d along the plain, 
Roar Un a thouſand epanvelsity the main. 


R 


2200 „ . 3111 6.4. 715 C3 fy * 


kr e e very delicate hand 80 poiſe t theſe 
Fir tides ang e whether they are too 


Not that 1 chink. any ting which I bye wrote or 
can Mtg | 


'4 
8 


throw pt re 
daring 


| — IAN 11 . . miei doi 
99 fliad. 4 nyt {vga wand, Eb great judgment 


pliny (liege between gr ee nd elevation which, tho” 
rs go ſometimes confoun ed, 48 81 moſt certainly Aſtin, 


*". 


; 3 cb ſiſt entirely in the ſentiment, and is, the 
of the fi five Wat of. Leer, which * Longinus has enu- 


252 at admired critic quotes from the 


account Wa, 


| noghipg in the expreſſion ornamented or elevated ; the language 


is plain and, ſimple; yet conveys to the mind the nobleſt ea of 
the utnioſt efforts of the ſtrongeſt imagina- 


omnipotence that th 
my can conceive. But when's' ſublime: thought. is clothed 


(if may, ſo ſay) in alf t le graceful p ropriety of juſt figure, it 


then becomes elevated. The ae e Author 
5 produces from Homer, 11 this ſort, wheregreatnels of ſen· 


ede 15 Ne TER Wd, or 3 "yt Wt 5 1 
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— * of the creation, is of this kind? 
Ged ſaid, Let there be Light ; and there was Light. Here is 
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daring flights of genius within tog gayrgp, Aon. 


paſs. But it will be ſaid, perhaps, there is a vide 


difference between orators and poets. As if, in 


truth, Tully were not as bold in his figures az any 
of the poets. But not to mention Particular in. 


ſtances from him, inv a poinr where, imagine, 


there can be, no diſpute ; does * Demoſthenes him. 
: ſelf, that n model and standard bf true brätöt́; doez 


Karen check ald repreſs the firè of his ge. 
nius, in that well-known paſlage wick begins hub: 
< Ye infa mous flatterers; ye evil gefli & 
And: again, cc It is neither with ſtbnes-Hor- bricks 


15 that] have fortified this city & c.. And after. 
| wards 5 I have Hrowi up theſe out tor before 


Attica, and pointed öut to you all the reſouree 


. « which human prudence Can ſuggeſt, &c.”—And 


+ : 


+ the immortal Gods, that hel. Watte wich the 
Whos. « grandeur. of his own: aftions, Kc. „But what | 


a # * 


in another place; (O my Country men, I ſxear by 


can be more eg and beautiful than that tv long 


rol: A s OF: 30 1 3 #340 M N dl. 
„ | | bats 7 dil vt 


"<6 PENS M0 2 1 Jan 12.0) * 
: ol $ : 4 * N 
;4 J. 4 Fi 1 8 FA : th #* 0 > 


n "The defign of, drt 15 letters is, ts 0 juli the 5 
de expreſſidus he had employed, probably in ſours _ | 


by inſtances of the ſame warmth gf Sin from thoſe 
of 5 1p Wy Demaſthenes and his riyal Asch 


But the force A the paſſages Which he 0 pioduces fromm theſe | 
orators; muſt negeſſarily be greatly ca N 0 4 a mere hs. 


dern reader, ſome: of them being gn yh hinted at, as genetally 
well known; and the me! rs in ſeve 


either loſt much of their original ſpirit and boldneſs, by being 
introduced and received in e 


h os, * 1 in an Engliſh cranlaion. 
RO 


ral of the 55 Dare 


n language, or cannot, per- | 


all Greece &= The follomigg paſſage; like- 


ame boldneſs O00 ATA Then ĩt was I roſe 


The 4ubſequent Qtrifture! is of 2 ſame amps 
has, im avarice and de the firſt pre- 


« tence that offers itſelf, at the firſt falſe. ſtep, be it 
« ever ſo inconſiderable, be; briſtles up his. mane and 


city.. And in the ſame place: O. Ariſtogi- 


4 to be ſnewn to offences of this nature, or rather 


4 public oſice for bad education: for chere is a 
_ © weakneſs in all wickedneſs, which renders it un- 
= a mes itſelf, * iy * lowers « I 


Book IX, OF PLINY.': 34 
digreſſion, whEk begins i in dünn ir A 
« rible diſeaſe- O my countrymen; has ſeized upon 


« aa dorrent of menaces ae you 2. 


« deſtroys all, &c. Sa in the ſame ſtile with | 

the foregoing is this ;. Railed off, as it were, f 
from the privileges of ſociety, by the concurrent ; 
« and juſt judgments: of the three tribunals in the 


ton $i you-have hetrayed that mercy which uſed 


indeed, you have wholly exhauſted. i it. In vain 
then would you fly for refuge to a: fort, which 
you have hut up, and choated with piles. He 
bad ſaid before; I am afraid therefor e, you ſhould 
appear im the judgment of ſome, to have. ſet up 
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« ſee none of theſe: teſources open to him but al 


x 


js precipice,” guiph; and profotnd' abyſs.%=Anq 


again : „Nor do IL. imagine that Ou! Anceſtors 
'% erected thoſe cbutts o judieature, chat men of 


his character ſhould be planted there; dus on the 


1 contrary, that none may deſire to imitate their 
ic eyil actions. And afterwa ds 
« the artificer of [every 
"66 makes it His trade a 


— 


| traffic} &c. = A. 


ſand other paſſages Which Lallght tire tä de fun 
purpoſe; not to wention thoſe ee 


' Eſchines- ſays, are not voldsb but we | 
Jou will tell me, perhaps, Br have: er 
tioned Eſchines, fince Demoſth 


preſſions. But obſery 


1 


Jets; for in others, the ſtreng 


ſays he;*© Athenians, and che l. 
& the teen e ine Wu law 


- & other, we ſhould/pive 685 — of 
the law, not to the impudence of the orator.”— 
8 5 F And 


; ds 2. If he s then 
| wickednbls, if he ceny 


zoſthenes is: condemmud 
even by him, for running into theſe gutative e.. 
erve, 1 intreat you, How far fo- | 
perior the former orator is to his "criticizer, and 
ſuperior too in the very ballages to wlüch he ob. 
hof his genius dif. | 

covers itſelf ;* in thoſe above quoted, the ſublimity | 
of it ſhines Suk. Bot dots Mſchines himſelf avoid | 
what he reproves in Demoſthenes - „The orator, | 


, ougheto ſpeck 


OF PLINY. - 551 


0 7 | 
And i in another place: 4 Ale ee r mani. 


« fefhy dſcovertthe den gf he hach, bf concesling 
4 kis fraud unde f cover of che dete, navirig ex. 


« « prefaly "declired' herein, that the embaſſadots 
« ſent t the Ot 


« you, bur og * And" that you may be 


« convinced whit 2 5 25 is thettafly (aft having | 


ines "the decrer of its gallies,"its" pomp and 
« oftentation), read the clauſe itkelf . And in an- 
other part: „ Stiffer” hitte not to Friak cover arid 
85 wander out of the Hits of the queſtion.” A 
| metaphor he is ſo fond of, that he repeats it again: 

But remaining firm and confident in the aſſem- 


0 bly, drive Pos into The merits of the queſtion, 


« and 'obſery Nu how BR as nd Is his Vile 


more reſerved and fimple, when he ſays: © Tut 


„you ate for ever ni,, our tars,” and 
more conicerhed in thè fucceſs of your daily 4 


1 rangues, than for the ſalvation af the city * 
What follow is Coneeived in! a yet higher ſtain of 


figure: „ Will you not expel this man as the 
common calamity. of Gree 
and puniſh this pirate of the ſtate; who;/ajls about 


n queſt of favorable cofjun&iitts.? See with 


F many other paſſages of the like nature. And now I 


expect you will make the ſamè attacks upon certain 
"PIO this letter, as vouedid upon thoſe I. 
eigenes Mm — urn) ON uf _ 


ge ve talents, not to 


e? will you not ſeize 
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haye been, oye hk * 2 15 1 I | 
ed 


that ge 0ans, and the pilot F ared 
vill nog 1 imagine, eſcape 7055 1 ſap 
perceive, while I am, fuing for ind lags f 0 0 
former ſtile, I have fallen into, the Jamo tyrn | 
figure that you condemn... But attack. t bew fl You 
please, provided vou will immediately : APpRCint. 
day when we may meet ide theſe Matters i 


perſon: you will then, ,eirher;reach_ me to bc {el 
daring, or ſhall learn, gou bf 1 \old 


89 
Farewell. 291 97] 1607 do bad 21 20 1odqurzg 
ie 9:5; = Te oy X09 Bas fr by gain 76121 N 


1 10 29 


"LET TER XVII 7 Lars (ws, 


Ya 96 Wor 1125 9712190 þ 
tt. : it 2 nod coll Ann bas e189 910 


Viv had many-pecafions orobſarvethe pour, 
the dignity; the-majeſty;i and :I Will add too, 
even the divine efficacy there is in hiſtory but! 
never mei with ſo ſtrong an inſtance gf it as.lath. 
i author had [recited part of an hiſtorieal. pe- 
formance, which he had dran uplwith the utmoſ 
regard to trurh, reſerving the: remainderi for an- 
bther day. When behold II the friends of a certain 
; perſon came to him, and .carneſtly conjured hin 
not to recite the reſt: ſo much were;they aſhamed to 
| hear thoſe actions repeated, which yer they dig not 
#1 plu to commit? 4 The hiſtorian complied, (as h 
? we 


2 0 or wt pn 0M _ | 


ch ag * 10 rele r boaly with 
1 their reque weſt.” ee ated: both'the Kift6ty ink 
the tion 6 Tilt Newa and will ver remain and be 
2 "And rect tod ith i vel tue greater cu. 
riofity,” as the publication of it is detiyel : for d- 
ching raiſes agu ditpofitrion drang 
woch, as FE deer the gtatigchtich Cf H. Fatcwhl, 


f Fe ei 0 ES P06 34111801 0 f. boyolq, 
- 1 oe vl Nai of „tl not not 


4 E T TE R NXYIIL of 4, Rom 


70 UR letter have At Xi" reached me, 
and 1 received tliiee at once: all written * 

the 80 ſplrit of eloqueiice Ah fendt. and 

ſuch as 1 had Feafon'to expect fein you, efpetially ß 
after havin Wiſhed" for chem uc lang fie, 

; you enjoin me the very dgrecable 'comimiffion'of 

f forwarding” dür letter to that excellent lady, iche = 

| Kone Tele 1 Will take cart tö do fo. At 


N 90401 I 1155 Dt ff LEW Hoy Ul {34 10 oche 


— 
. [1 . 


: 1 :2m 63 yt yinabarmami bog: Ae 1WOY 
: 2 onſort to e.emperor Trajan. Her tues 
are ors a re ro the copeny Tr author Ji ah 
zmiable 3 af her in few Ay in his noble? paneg 

nic upon hot Proper: He repreſents he {and he could no . 
' a higher 1 er) as mefiting the ond of that exceflent 
- . emperor ; of a ſanctity of = worthy 'of ancient; Rome; 
plain in her habit, modeſt in her equipage, and polite in her 
addteſs. She greatly contributed, it 28 '2 ſaid, to the wiſe 
choice which Trajan made of a ſupceſſor ; and A Dan, pra: 

titude for her good offices to him in that elefion, ed 


magnificent temple to her memory, at Niſmes in Languedoc: : 
the remains of which are ſtill to be 5 ſeen. 


* Plin, Paneg, No. 83. + Eutrop, L. 8. e. 6. 
{FA Montfa:c. Dior, N . % 
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the, ſame time you. recommend, t ie Popiliv 
Artemilivs 37 5 0 l u, . 1 855 
Jur. requeſt... #3 39 


has, proved extreme] whi 
2 er ae 2 Are 1 one! 0 $i 
| not, 
in ma 

Tos ed in g N writing upon a 2 ken 
wherein you have me ſtrongly in view. Ian thi 
much obliged, to you; and ſhould be more lo, the 


if you would give me the Pleaſure, of reading 
. your, performance. „It, ,, but Juſt indeed, that 
as I, communicate to you. all my. compoſitions 
2 vou ſhould, ſuffer me to partake. of. yours, 
even tho? they ſhould turn upon ſubjefts which 
concern others. You promiſe. me in the cloſe 


„ you, which appears, it it ſeems, more full than 
1 5 "a. MT: it wee "Tt is' 1 1 cor 
+2 10 al of 

t ; Np 


Wha: 2 ba .v4 483 4 b d ; ; . 
612 44> 7 n x ** Ye %þ TT A 
* a we + £ 


of your letter, that as ſoon. as you ſhall be inform 5 
. ed with certainty, in what manner. Lintend to: dif. 0 
; .poſe of myſelf, you will make an clopement from 5 
your family, and immediately fly to me: I am by 
already preparing certain chains for vou, "which, M 
 -when 1 have you here, you wil by no. mein be 
able to, break thro', I learn from. pour dire, Wil * 
hat my oration in behalf of Clarius has been deli- WW : 
CY 


1 : 4 i © i4 I 
5 # 


> 


00 10 199 7 Win 125 . ie carer s 
hich yo you (fy ras writ 5 with culur Gegar 
and dere, 0 now wif. 1 have rickive ved it: 
not, but lid yy for its ert en, tb 
make, me r A '6 me 1 r every, oh 
firſt opportunity Tale 8 5 full ilitef{tfor 
this delay ; A N 1 all c or Pure, | be Fiat tel, it 
the higheſt rate: for tell me, can T 225 you 5. 
on more reaſonable terme? F arewel. 88 
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sit is ebener! wexcel ig ante , thn 
11 to arrive only at à mediocrity in ſeveral; to, 
on the other handy a't moderate ſkill in i ſeveral. is to 
be preferrd, where one cannot attain to perfectie 
in any; Upon this miltim it n, that I have at- 
1 of 2 ſorts, * * could 5 


higheſt Point of cesar. . 1 N therefore, 
| * you read any perforinance of mine, you will 
conſider it wich \thatfiddolgence Which is due to 
an author, Who has not ' confined hinifelf to a 
_ fingle manner-of writing,” bur has truck out into 
different kinds. In every gther fort of workrhatiſhip, 
the number pleads ſome excuſe for the deficiencies 


| bee THEE s Book x v 
| of ther artiſt; and fall, works of, literature, the Mi of be 
1 moſt difficule, of.,all,oghers;., be tried. by a Grew; A nan: 
| leg: Bot hilft I am,be{peaking yayr candor, in Mi be 
| — ( 


Jou receixe ach aſk pieces, with. the fs me ind 


Sgt Jop, hays oY 2 my, former. be more Wi 2 © 
reaſon to; hope. for, your applauſe, than to fue fr A ©" 
our pardan; However, your pardon will be jt. A e 
99 855 He ny 1401 998145 agi vr! ind 

Jow912t 4 emn9) vIdenots91 mom: 50 uy 

LE TrER XXX. To 8 ; gh 

SY NTYA v3 XIX. HAT voll 
O uo frequently in Set and c 

1 lately ina letter, commended your friend wh 

Nonius to me for Ris great liberahty:t9 ſome par: hs 

 ticular-petſons!; 'T ſhall-Join: with. you in his ap- 


Plauſe, if his bounty is not conſinod to thoſe only. 
I would have Him Wit deſires to ſhew. him 
ſelf mfluenced by a ſpirit of i true generoſity, be 
liberab co his country, his kindred, his relations, 
and his friends; his friends, I mean, in AHiſtreſ: 

4 not like thoſe who: chiefly f beſtow: their Preſents, 
vhere there is the greateſt Ability: to male return. 

I do not look upon ſuch; as parting with anything of 
their own; on the contrary;:I:confider their bountics 
as only ſo many diſguiſed baits, throwti out witha 


geſign of catching the roperty of others. Much 


2 yoo H. %G F IPL V. I-43 537 
of the 12 * * oy Takte tre thoſe," ne deffrud 0 fl 
man in © 1 2 is be geber t Anötller, and Pur- 
ſue monificent@'thr "Oh th paths of avarice The 
firſt and func Gat pole lebf nuineliberality, 
i to be cont ented with! of n; afid After chat, 
vo cherlltr abt cHbtace Net agg indigent of 
cer y kikd Gin ble chmptthenſive' cirele of bene- 
vole ace. "if Your tichd obferbeb this rule in f its 
Fill exten; hie is Entirely to be chm tmendec; if he 
only partially Purſues ry till he deſerves (in a leſs 
degree indeed, however, he deſerves) applauſe: ſo 


uncommon js | R. e meet with 45 ae of gene- ; 
imperfect ind! THe luſt 


roſity even of the moſt imperfe 

of avarice-Has Ao totally [ſeized aon Fa, F 
their wealth ſeems rather ,to poſſeſs, th 

they to poſſes, their; weslth. Earewel.,. „ ni vid 


ban 10n ob 1 Seen germ 90G HAN 


? 


{7-3 
** X 1 Slg, A * 
a no b n 1 ors 

T Still continued withyou;notyittiftanding/me/had : 

1 parted: for I entertained:myſelf with reading 
over your book!!! And T:frequently repeated, Wit 
particular fondneſs, (L honeſtly: own it) thoſe paſ- 
ſages of which I am the ſubject: a ſubject upon 
which, indeed, you have been extremely copious. 
With what a variety of expreſſion, and in how 
many different lights have you Placed the ſame 

ſenti⸗ 


f LE N E f 10438 
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ſentiments concerning the ſame perſon ? Will ty 


ſuffer me to mingle my applauſes with n. my 

knowledgments? I can do neicher, ffi, 
and if I could, there would be ſomething, I few, 
of vanity, in making that the ſubject of my pri 


which. is, in Auth. the object of my. thanks, | ! 


will only add then, that I thought: your compl 
ments to me raiſed. the merit of your performance 
as the merit of your performance heightened, de 

3 pleaure of 11 u W 


? 


p 8 Ra 
2 5 , ; 6 £5 : £ o : ws 4 . * * 
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10 D. | 
IHA are you deing? And what do ju 
' propoſe to do? As for myſelf, I paß m 
nie in the moſt agreeable, that is, in the moſt di. 
engaged manner imaginable. I do not find ny 
ſelf therefore, . in the hu mor to write a long letter 
tho I am to read one. I am too imbeh 1 man df 
..pleaſyre for the former, and jult,,jdle enough 
ae latter: for none are more indolent, vou kay 


than the voluptuous, or have * e that 


thoſe an . dee os. 5 


N * 
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7 
$ er cried, 8 
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[ HAVE. mer rich 7 ſtory, which tho” i it is Top- 
ported, by. undoubted credit, has all the air of 
fable, and would afford a vey proper ſubject for the 


ſublimity: of your iyely, and truly poetical genius. 


It was related to me the other day at table, Where the 
converſation. happened to turn upon various kinds 


of miraculous events. The perſon who gave the 


account, Was a man of 1 r- but 


2A W lake; from ALLEN a current runs into 2 
the main ocean, which ebbs and flows with'the ſea. 
Perſons of all ages divert themſelves here with 


fiſhing, failing or ſwimming) eſpecially boys, whom 
boye of play and idlenefi bring hither. The con- 


teſt among them is, who. ſhall have the glory bf 


ſwimming 4 farcheſt ; and he that leaves the ſhore and 


his companions at the greateſt diſtance, gains the 


victory. It happened in one of theſe trials of 
ſkill, that a certain boy, more bold than the reſt, 


launched out ie the "ROM TiN He 


: 
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; N 
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was met by a dolphin *, who ſometimes ſwam be⸗ 


fore him, and ſometimes behind him, then playel 
round him,” and at laſt! 2 him en his back 


again; ln n thus {be carried the poor frig glitet boy 


»# voi 


out 2 the are part 3 ; when! 2 0 


able e or 2 1 the BR aig del 


1 


of people flocked rou nd the boy {whom they view 
ed as as a kind of eech to aſk him queſtions and 
hear ar him relate the ſtory. The next day the ſhote 
Was lined with 1 20.0 of ſpeckators, all atteh- 
rely obſerying the, ocean, and (what indeed ls 
almoſt itſelf a an ocean) the, lak 22 In che mean 
while the boys | {yam as uſual, 200 ainohg the reſt, 
the youth T am ſpe | ſpe caking « of went into the lake, 
but With more caution chan before. The dolphin 
appeared again and c. came to the k 7 who | toge- 
0 ther wich his companions ſwam a5 . with the 
utmoſt, precipitation, | The dolphin, as it were, 
to invite and recal them, bounded and dived up 


b d fon, 155 65 7 in a a thouſand differen 


18 


Ti % 5 17 "FF ; 27 ; * 
12 90 £1: 11 e, 11 107; Ft 7 


e Thie animal is celebrated b n of the ancients for its 
philanchropy, and, Pliny the elder in particular, relates this 


very ſtory, among other : ucts, in confirmation-of _ no- 
05 tion, See Plin. aft nat. I. 9+ ©: 8. 
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ther, till the people (accuſtomed 2 their in; 
fancy to the ſea) began to be aſhamed. of their, 
umidity. They ventured therefore, to advance 
nearer, playing with him and calling him to them, 
while he in return, ſuffered, himſelf to, be touched 
and ſtroked... Uſe rendered them more coura- 
gious: The boy. in particular, who frſt made 
the experiment, ſwam by the ſide of him, and 
leaping: upon his back, was carried about in that 
mannner : thus they began to be fond of and ac- 
quainted, with. each other. There ſeemed now, 
indeed, to be no fear on either ſide, the confi- 
dence. of the one and tameneſs of the other mu- 
tually increaſing; the reſt of the boys in the mean 
while ſurrounding and encouraging their compa- 
nion. It is very remarkable, that this dolphin 
was followed by a ſecond, which ſeemed only as a 
ſpectator and attendant on the former; for he did. 
not at all ſubmit to the ſame familiarities as the firſt, 
but only conducted him backwards and forwards, 
| as the boys did their comrade. But what is far- 
ther ſurpriſing, and no leſs true than that I have 
already related, is, this dolphin who thus played 
wich the boys and carried them upon his back, 
would come upon the ſhore," dry "himſelf in 
the ſand, and as ſoon as he grew warm, roll back 


=p $5 14 o *. gone S. 


into the ſea, |  Octavius Avitus, Yepury' governor. 
Vor. 1 Nn r 1 


which, made him retire into the ocean, and-j 


again, when he appeared dull and languid; hoy. 


entertainment of whom upon their arrival, and 
quring their ſtay, was an additional expence, 
which the ſlender finances of this little community 


of the place was utterly deſtroyed. It wa 


dolphin. And now, with what a flow of tender. 
nels will you deſcribe this fa * Das. and 


- how: 


of a ſacred upction 10 
The overflowin be of Pliny" 8 temper breaks out 
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of the province, from an abſurd piece of ſuperkz. 


tion, poured > ſome precious ointment over hin 
as he lay on the ſhore: The novelty and ſmell of 


was not till after ſeveral days that he was ſeen 


ever he recovered his ſtrength, and continued hi 
uſual wanton tricks. All the magiſtrates round 
the country flocked hither to view this fight, the 


would ill afford; beſides, the quiet and retirement 


thought proper therefore to remove the occaſion 
of this concourſe, by privately killing the poor 


8 


0 . ; wage nt * * 
0 


d Ie was a 1 ceremony pradliſed = the ay ancients, t 
our precious ointments upon the ſtatues of their gods: Avitus, 


it is probable, imagined this dolphin was ſome, ſea-divipity, | 


and 2 expreſſed his veneration of bim I the ſolemnity 


upon all occaſions, but he diſcovers it in nothing more ſtrong} 


than by the impreſſion which this little Rory, appears to have. 
made upon him. True benevolence indeed, extends itself 
| thro” the whole compaſs of exiſtence, and. f. ympathizes with 


the, difireſs of every creature * of ſenſation bop 
mind 


8, tq 
jitus, 
nity, 
Unity 


; out 


noly 
have, 
itſelf | 


with, 
Little 
ninds 


er OFELUINT TT 6 
low will your genius adorn and heighten this 
moving ſtory! Tho! indeed, it does not require 
ay fictitious embelliſnments; it will be ſufficient 
to yawn the 01 circumſtances in their full light. 


F arewel. 


LET: T E R XXXIV. To Thats. 4 


Am under a chlo; difficulty, which. you 
muſt ſettle. - I have not, I am told, a good 
manner of reading verſes: my talent lying chiefly 


I reciting orations, I ſueceed ſo much the worſe, it 


ſeems, in poetry. I deſign therefore, as I am to re- 
cite ſome poems to my particular friends, to make 
uſe of my freedman for that purpoſe. It is an in- 
ſtance, I own, of my treating them with little cere - 
mony, that 1 employ a perion who is not himſelf, 
ey expert in this way. However, he will per- 

5 n 2 form, 


ninds may be apt to conifider a eunpatida of this inferior 
kind, as an inſtance of weakneſs ; but it is undoubtedly the evi- 
dence of a noble nature. | Homer thought it not anbecoming 
the character even of 4 Hero, to melt into tears at a diſtreſs of 
this ſort, and has given us.a moſt amiable and affecting picture 
of Ulyſſes weeping over his faithful dog Argus, when he ex- 
pires at his feet: 


C— —— Hwy emepnfers Sax Vs. 
Pete Ac Eviaciiny —— , | 
Soft pity touch'd the mighty maſter's fol; 0] 

Adbaun his cheek the tear unbidden flole, 0 


Stole unpercei vd; be turn a his head and 47 
The drop n 


Od. Xvii, Pope. 
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form, I know, better than I can, provided his 
fears do not diſconcert him; for he is as qunpractiſ 
ed a reader as I am a poet. Now the important 
queſtion is, how I ſhall behave while he is read. 
ing; whether I ſhall fit in a fix'd and indolent 
poſture, or follow him as he pronounces, with my 
eyes, hands aud Podest fans which. Has 
you know, practiſe? But J am apprehenſive 
can beat f time no better than 1 can read 14. re; 
peat it again therefore, you muſt extricate me out 
of this wonderous difficulty, and write me word 
whether you think it more excuſable to read ill 


than to practiſe or omit any of the weighty circum. 


ſtances above - mentioned. Farewell. 


N * . 
1 1 


5 


2 In the original it is called ſaltatio, which means a motion 


of the hands accommodated either to one's on, or another; | 


elocution. Our language does not ſupply a. proper word for 
this geſture, as indeed we have too little occaſion to find the 
want of it; the chironomic art, fo much ſtudied by the ancients, 
being in the number of thoſe which have been long ſince loſt 


But if the * indoctæ ruſticeve menus, the aukward and pn. 
meaning diſpohtion of the hands, would have fpoiled the 


nobleſt {ſpeech at Rome or. Athens that Tully or Demoſthenes, 
in all the warmth of their enliveping eloquence, ever deli- 
yered ; it would not, perhaps, be time ill employed, if our 
modern orators would give a little more attention to. the 
_ graceful management of thoſe effential inſtruments. of affed- 
Ing elocution. This becoming art, ſo far as it was connected 
with maſculine oratory, Pliny, moſt certainly, could not but 
be well ſkilled in: it is probable therefore, what he ſays in this 


place, alludes to this g erted manner which certain authos 


of his time had fallen into, when they attended the rehearſal 
* ; ; | "LS PL” . ENS {1 5 . a 1 TELE 5 Ye, 


* QuinQlian, 
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LE T TER IV. 75 Appivs, 


pie, that I have not. time to read it ; which, 


however, I impatiently wiſh . to do. I have that 


high reverence for learning! in general, and for your 
compoſitions | in particular, that T think it a ſort of 


profanation to approach them but with a mind en- 


tirely diſengaged.—1 extremely approve, of your 


care in reviſing 1 Your 1 works; remember, however, : 
this exactneſs has its limits: too, much poliſhing 


rather weakens than, ſtrengthens a. performance. 
Beſides, this exceſſive delicacy, while ; it calls one 
off from other purſuits, x not only prevents any new 
attempts, but does not even figiſh What! it has be- 


Naher Farewel. 7 ei ele et n 0 '>f} 
N * 4 *r E T- 
IN: "471 111 £44 3 112295 3-1 | 


1 5 Pc, X 
| r 1 
— 


of theit - own . and * hs whole | turn IE this e pillls 


is ironical. This conjedure ſeems ſupported 1 hot only by the 


ſabje& of the letter, which 1 is ſcarce of importance enqugh to 
bear a ſerious enquiry; but alſo by the expreſſion he ſers out 


with, viz. Explica æſtum Td Which an is be of the hal 
dicrous kind. „„ 2s . 


1 ; 
5 * * + - * 
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THAVE eie your book, — 59 return Wo 
thanks for it: But am at preſent ſo much en- 


e = —— ap ct- 
mm ye „„ * r — 


imdeed ſooner, but ſeldom later. When I am up, 


1 ſettle and correct as if I were actually writing, 
| In this manner I compoſe more or. leſs as the ſub- 


able to retain it. Then I call my ſecretary, | 
and, opening the ſhutters, I dictate to him what 
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N 
LETTER XXXVI. To Foscus = 
o deſire to know in what manner le 

diſpoſe of my time, in my ſummer villa x gd 

T any 1 riſe- juſt. when I find myſelf in the _ 

humor, tho generally with the ſun; ſometime, = 


I continue to keep the ſhutters of my chamber. 


windows cloſed, as darkneſs and ſilence wonder. of 
fully promote meditation. Thus free and ab- A 
ſtrated from thoſe outward objects which diſf. a 
pate attention, I am left to my own thoughts; or 
nor ſuffer my mind to wander with my eyes, but |& 
keep my eyes in ſubjection to my mind, which in 
when they are not diſtracted by a multiplicity of ir 
external objects, ſee nothing but what the imagi. e 
nation repreſents to them. If I have any compo Wil * 
ſition upon my hands, this is the time I chooſe | y 
to conſider it, not only with reſpect to the gene- 1 
ral plan, but even the ſtile and expreſſion, Which 


ject 1 is more or leſs difficult, and I find myſelf 


1 have compoſed, an which I diſmiſs him for a 
little 
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little while, and then call him in again. About 
ten or eleven of the clock, (for I do not obſerve 
one fixed hour) according as the weather proves, 
either walk upon my terrace, or in the covered 
portico, and there I continue to meditate or dic- 
tate what remains. upon the ſubject in which I am 
engaged. | 1 rom thence 51. get into my chariot, 
where Lemploy myſelf as before, when, 1 was 
walking or in my ſtudy; and find this changing 
of the ſcene preſerves and enlivens my attention. 
At my. return home, I repoſe myſelf; then I take 
a walk, and after that, repeat aloud ſome Greek 
or Latin: oration, not ſo much for the ſake of 
ſtrengthening my elocution *, as my digeſtion; tho* 
in this practice. Then I walk again, am anoint- 
ed, take my exerciſes, and go into the bath. At 
ſupper, if I have only my wife, or a few friends 
with me, ſome author is read to us; and after ſup- 
per we are entertained either with muſic, or an 
interlude. When that is finiſhed, I take my walk 


1 7 


By the regimen which Pliny here follows, one would ima- 
gine, if he had not told us who were his phyſicians, that the 
celebrated Celſus was in the number. That antpor expreſsly 
recommends reading aloud, and afterwards walking, as bene- 
hcial in diſorders of the ſtomach : Si guis "oa laborat, le- 
gere clare debet ; poft lecionem, ambulare, Wc. Celſi medic, 
Lis. 1. 6. 8. | | a e | e 


. 
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Without forme: perſons of literature. Thus we pak 
'our- evenings in various converſation and the 
ty, even when it is at the longeſt, ſteals away im. 
perceptibly.”- Upon ſome occaſions I change the 
order in certain of the articles above- mentioned 
For inſtance, if I have ſtudied longer or walked 
more than Uſual, after my ſecond ſleep; and read 
ing an oration'6r' two aloud, inſtead of uſing my 
chariot T get on horſeback by which means [ 
take as much exerciſe and loſe leſs time. The 
viſits of my friends from een villages 
clan ſome part ef the day; and ſometimes, by 
an agreeable interruption, they: come in very ſex 
ſonably to relieve me when I am fatigued! I row 
and then amuſe myſelf with ſporting; but alway: 
take my tablets into the field that tho' I ſhould 
not meet with game, I may at leaſt bring home 
ſfomething d. Part of my time too (tho not ſo 
mud as they deſire) is allotted to my tenants; and 
1 find. thẽir ruſtic complaints give à zeſt to my 


ſtudies and eee of che politer kind. 


Farewel. 
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with my family, i in the number of which 1 am ng | 
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8 50h are. not- of A diſpoſition « to . Fg 
A your friends, the common ceremonies of 
out inconvenience to themſelves; ſo I too warmily 
love you to be apprehenſive you will take other- 
wiſe than J wiſh you ſhould, my, not waiting upon | 
you on the firſt day | of: Your? entrance upon the 
conſular offieg ; eſpecially. as I am detained here 
by the neceſſity of letting my farms upon long 
leaſes. I am obliged to enter upon an entire new 
method with my tenants : for under the: former | 
leaſes, tho* I made them very conſiderable abate- 


ments, they have run \ greatly } in arreat. For this 
reaſon ſeveral of them have, not only taken no 


fort of care to leſſen a; debt, which | they. * 
themſelyes. , incapable, of wholly diſcharging; * 
even ſeized and. conſumed. all the produce of . 


w 3.4" * 


lands, 1 in the belief that it would now be no ad- 
vantage to themſelyes t to ſpare i it, a 1 muſt therefore 
obviate this increaſing eyil, and endeavor to find 
out ſome remedy againſt the: The only one 1 can 
think of is, not to reſerye 1 my. rent in money, but 
in kind, and ſo place ſome of my ſervants to over- 
look the tillage, and guard the ſtock z as indeed 


©. - N there 


* 


— 
* . 
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there is no ſort of revenue more agreeable to res. 


ſon; than what ariſes from the bounty of the foil, 


the ſeaſons, and the climate. Tis true, this me. 
thod will require great integrity and diligent at. 
rendanee in the perfor I appoint my bailiff, and 
put me to the enpenee of employing many hands, 
However, I muſt /hatard the experiment; and, « 
in an inveterate diſtemper, try every change of re. 
medy, Tou ſee, it is not any pleaſurable indul. 
Fence, that prevents my attending you on the fir 


day of your conſulſhip. I ſhall celebrate it never. 


theleſs, ab much is if I were preſent, and pay my 
vows for you here; with all the warmeſt daumen 
7 I" and e Farewel. 


2 165 & Li, | 18 


= E T Y E R iI. To Seronnhus 


Vs, 1 wersehy plant your friend Rufus: 


not becauſe you defite me; but becauſe ] 


think he highly merits approbation. I have read 
his very finiſhed performance; to which, tho my 


affection for the author added 4 confiderable re- 
commendation, yet it did not blind my 7 judgment: 
for the malicious critic, is not, Truſt, the only; Ju- 
| dicious reader. Farewel. an 


> 2 
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LET * ** * tot W 
TR 


[* conluticsh with the advice of the * "Atv. 
pices, I intend to rebaild” and enlarge the 
temple of Ceres, which ſtands upon my eſtate. It 
18 indeed a very ancient fabric, and tho extreme- 
ly ſmall, yet upon a certain ſtated antiiverfary is 
much frequented. On the 1 zth of September 
great numbers of people from all the country 
Wü aſſemble there, at which time many affairs 
are tranſacted, and many vows paid and offered; 
but there is no ſhetrer for them againſt the incle- 
mency of the weather. I imagine then, 1 ſhall de 
at once an act of piety and munificence, if at the 
fame time that I build a beautiful temple, I add 
to it a ſpacious portico ; the firſt for the ſervice of 
the Goddeſs, the other for the uſe of the people. 
I beg therefore you' would purchaſe for me har 
marble Pillars, of whatever kind you ſhall think 
proper; as alſo a quantity of marble for laying 
the floor and incruſting the walls. Tou muſt 
lieniſe either _ a ſtatue of the Goddeſs, or 
procure 5 


The bulinek of the Aruſpices was, to examine the beaſts 
which were offered in ſacrifice, and 1 1 to foretel the 


 lucceſs of any Me. 


1 
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procure one to be made; for age has maimed, 
in ſome parts, the ancient. one of wood which 
ſtands there at preſent. With reſpect to the Por. 
tico, I do not recolle& there is any thing You can 
ſend me that will be ſerviceable ;. unleſs you wi | 
ſketch r me out a plan ſuitable to the ſituation of the 
place. It i is not practicable t to build i it round the 
temple, becauſe, it i 18 encompaſſed, on, one. ſide by 
the. river whoſe banks, are exceedingly. Keep ; and 
an the other, by the high road. Beyond this road 
| lies a very large meadow, in which the portico 
2 may be conveniently enough. placed, oppoſite to 
the temple ; unleſs; you, who know fo well how to 
conquer the 1 inconyeniencies of nature, by art, can 
arg ſome berter ſituation. | * arewel. 


1 
5 £ » 


LETTER XL j 21 rise, | 


7 0 U are nas pleaſed, 2 | find, din d a- 
14 coynt I gave you in my former * letter, of 
| the manner in which I-ſpend the ſummer. ſeaſon at 
1 OY, Tuſcum; ; and deſire to know what alteration | 
make in my method, when I am at Laurentinum 
in che winter? None at all, except abridging 
{ myſelf of my ſleep at noon, and employing part 
1 ME the 2 in wo : and if 209, Fax ir; 


a | "Bos ory 36. of this book. 139 N 6 


irt 
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my attendance at Rome, (which in winter very 


frequently happens) inſtead of having interludes 
or muſic after ſupper, I meditate upon what 1 


have dictated, and by often reviſing it in my own 


mind, fix it in my memory. Thus I have given 
you my ſcheme of life in ſummer and winter; to 
which you may add the intermediate ſeaſons of 


ſpring and autumn. As at thoſe times I loſe no- 
thing of the days ſo I ſtydy * little! in the night. 


F arewel. 
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HE generous affection you bore, moſt 
3 | fs a 3 | | | 
> pious: Emperor, to your auguſt father, 


| made you wiſh it might be late ere you ſucceed- 


F- . 1 1 1 9 * 
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The greater part of the following letters, were written by 


* 


Pliny during his miniſtratiop in the province of Bithynia. 
They are of a ſtile and chatacter extremely different from thoſe 
in the preceding collection; whence ſome critics have injudici- 
ouſly infer'd,, that they are the production of another hand: 


not conſidering, that the occaſion apr required a diffe- 


rent manner. In letters of buſineſs, as theſe chiefly: are, turn 


and ſentiment would be foreign and impertinent; politeneſs and 


elegance of expreſſion being the eſſentials that conſtitute per- 


C5 


ſection in this kind: and in that view, tho” they may be leſs 
entertaining, they have not lefs merit than the former, But 


belides their particular excellence as letters, they have a far- 
ther recommendation. as ſo many valuable pieces of hiſtory, by 


throwing a, ſtrong light upon the character of one of the moſt 


amiable and glorious princes in the Roman annals, Trajan ap- 
ars throughout, in the moſt ſtriking attitude that majeſty can 
placed; in the exertion of power to the godlike purpoſey 

of juſtice and benevolence; and What one of ch 
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ed him. But the immortal Gods thought pro- __= 

per to haſte have 

the helm of tle ene which hag l to t 

ready ſo ſucceſsfully ſhared in the conduct of its, thy 
| May you then, and the world thro' your means, yet. 
enjoy every proſperity worthy of your times: to you 
which, eh me add m my wiſhes, mol t excehcht Em- ly, 
peror, upon a private as well as public: account, but 
that your health and ſpirirs may de * mo! 
md bk, ODD ON 
LT arg ji 

L E TTER II. To the Emperor 8 8 
N NA wee 1 5 att 4 lea) 

| O0 have n me, Sir, an pen, * 
ble pleaſure, by thinking-me-worthy of ef} 

ing the apr. which th & lows eqns onatigfe ode , 

iert 37 an (9 HOY 152 
W eve 


rians has faid of him, is here cexty vr, chat 6 * 


* ther choſe 40 be low'd than Hater d by 1 os eqn 
nab the brig 


been diſtinguiſhed by the favor LN, en 
fo exalted. a character, is an 
luſire upon our author; 3. 85 0 hou aye 1 few 1 9 da celebrated 
by a cournier of Pliny's genius and' virtues, is the; vobleſt'y wo- 
nument of glory that could have been raiſed to Tran. 

a Nerva, who ſucceeded Domitian, reigned, but ſixteen Wolke 

and a few days. 2 his death he not only adopted Tran, 
and named him for his ucceflor, but aRually admitted in 
into a ſhare of the government ;/giving him dhe titles of C, 
 Germanicus, and Imperator. Vid. Plin. Paneg, 

The tranſlator has ventured to render | appelſative Du 
minus, by chat of, Sir, not becauſe he is fatished with the 
ſtrict propriety of the title,, but as tynking 3 it leſs exception- | 

able than 5 Vother our la uage On. That Pliny. could 
not vines, it as a title of royalty, ſeems evident from | 
ſeveral paſſages in his panegyric, where whenever be uſes it in W 

that ſeals N. conſtantly includes in it a notion of tyranny. Vid. 


: Paneg. XLV. * 4. LV. No, 25 LXXXV. No. * "ee 
| 110 1 89 
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have three children. For tho' it was an 1 
to the requeſt of your very affectibonate and wor- 
thy friend Servilianus, that you granted this favor; 
yet 1 have the ſatisfaction to find by the words of 
your r reſcript, that you complied the more willing- 
, as his application was in my behalf. 1 cannot 
but look upon myſelf as in poſſeſſton of my ut- 
moſt wiſh, after having thus received, at the en- 
trance of your auſpicious government, ſo diſtin- 
pviſhing a mark of your peculiar favor at the fame 
time that it conſiderably heightens' my deſire of 
kaving a family behind me. I was net Without 


? this inclination even in thoſe moſt wretehed times“: 
1 s my too marriages" will cality incline you to be- 
0 


lere. But the Gods decreed it better, by reſerving 
every valuable privilege to the bounty of your ge- 
nerous diſpenſations. And indeed the pleaſure of be- 


1 WY ing a father will be ſo much more acceptable to me 
wet | a, td jap ii ll al yd ca 


1 er 45 : 28d 
yt Doan 


14 0 ended Auges be go gbe clear Dy n 

alot ing an odious idea + U 7 1505 & oppr 
950 uit. [Suet. in Aug. K. 53] ©" Beſides, 02 al 1405 1% ro yalry 
Di would ill ſuit wich that air of freedom ap 2 2 "which | 

| the remarkably diſtingniſhes theſe letters of Pliny to rajan; - and 
all | the graceful imphicity of He Roman Conſul's addreſs, would 
ould het in the ſervile forms of a modern courtier. But it appea 
from from a paſſage in Seneca, that the Romans uſed the word Dow 
ſt in ninus as a general title of reſpe& : ob vii, fe nomen non fſuccur- 
Vid. fit, Dominos appellamus.-+[Sen. ep. 3.] And in that lower 
155 lenſes-Pliny, it ſhould ſeem, here / R. 


* Allading to the execrable reign of Domitiag. - 
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L E T T E R mW. 62] the « Emperor Tra 


1 T \H E. Phot expariexiee, Si” J ha 
. of Jour: ed 1 to me, in 


% Wa 4 


be 50 en to as in beer x | mp 
friends. Voconius Romanus (who lieg and wa 
bred up vrich. me) claims the firſt; rank in tha 
number; in ; conſequence; of which I; petitioned 
your ſacred; father to promote him to the digi 
ty of the Senatorial order. But the completion of | 
my requelt is reſerved to your goodneſs; fot hi 
mother had not then advanced, in the manner 
the law Gercke chen four hundred n & 
OY 39 ie 5, * 03 1 A. Kg 2 ſterces 


" ; ; ry ” — *f i 
48810 91127 0118190 2170 MET 
* 2 * 1 51 


2 6 * Ori men is, 5 rt, FI nee that i is, abou 
0 320, ol. feds a ſum {0 immoderate, that the comments- 

wid have rears; fand with great reaſon) ſome error muſt hare 
crept into,the text; Buchnerus and Gronovius imagine it 
ſhould be read gualerdecies or uadr ies ; but this ſeems tobe 
ſtill carrying it much too high. The cenſus /enatorins, or the 
_ eſtate . ite to 2 * a man to be a member of on _ 


X 


4 dae any akeration ſince the time Gor that ien ® 155 


114 ſtem 
|: * . wee» 


* ' * + ; Ae as. 3 1 


* % 5 . * 5 9 12 
4 9 1 ? $4 ot 2e „5 
* 14 6 1 \.# > 0 4 « % ! A 3 0 f * 
: : 4 


; þ " 1 
yy 8 1 4 een 
4 F *E A 1 1 £ y ; 3 * 40 ; <a * 1 S & 548 * _ KL. 5 
- ; I 2 
. & 
[1 . 5 * 


ö 4 DFIPLAINYAHT 58% 


terces, which ſhe engaged to give him, in her 
letter to: the Emperor your late father: This, how- 
ver, by my advice ſhe has fince done, having 
conveyed to him a ſufficient eſtate in land, with 
ill the neceſſary formalities. The difficulties there- 
fore being removed which deferred our wiſhes, it 
is with full confidence I venture to aſſure you of 
the merit of my friend Romanus, | heighten'd and 
adorn'd as it is, not only by the liberal and polite 
arts, but by his extraordinary tenderneſs to his 
parents. It is to that virtue he owes the pre- 


{nt liberality of his mother; as well as his im- 
mediate * ſucceſſion to his late father's eſtate, and 


his having ban adopted by his father: in lag. 


To theſe perſonal qualifications, the wealth and 


rank of his family give an increaſe of luſtre ; as I 
e ,,, 
ſeem to have borne a certain proportion to ea 


theſe” reaſons therefore, both' the common' reading; and the 


emendation of the above- mentioned eritics, is rejected in the 


tranſlation, and the conjecture of à late * editor adopted, 
who ſuppoſes it might be guadringentorum millium, 400,000 
ſellerces, or about 3 200 l. of our money. It has been diſput- 
ec, whether by this cenſus ſenatorius we are to underſtand the 


yearly income of the eſtate, or only the entire value of it: but 
thc moſt generally received opinion is, that it means the latter, 
EXES EY I # | 43+ 3 e V 


both real and perſonal. ' 


Meaning, perhaps, that” tho' he was under age when his 
father died, yet he had ſo much confidence in the prudence of 


Romanus, that he did not appoint him, as uſual, a guardian by 
bis will; but left him to the immediate poſſeflion of his eſtate. 


» Geſnerus. 
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ofa myſelf it will be ſome additional recon, 
mendation to your favor, that I ſolicit in his he. 
half. Let me then intreat you, Sir, to put it z 
my power to congratulate Romanus, on an Occaſion 
ſo highly agreeable to me; and at the-ſame ting 
to gratify an eager, and I hope a laudable ambi. 
tion of being able to boaſt, that your favorable | 


tegards are extended, wot e to e * '< 
5 0 "I mu $20 4 


L E T T E1 R Wit J a To the „see run 


7 HEN by your grae acious indulgence 0 
I was promoted to the head of the 


5 * trealyry of Saturn, 1 immediately renounced al 
Engage: 
„ | | | 5 38 


* 


2. B. Tilffoltowing 5 wake _—__ are vot a 
the ſame order as they axe placed i in any of the Latin editions; 
the tranſiator having taken the liberty of changing their ſitus 
$998; for the abc n on 9s letters together which tho; 
2 light upon 1 ſigures included between this 
mark [] refer to the order in which they commonly ſtand. 

v The publig treaſure was kept in the temple. of Saturn, | 
where the pops of the con quered nations were depoſited. Ju 
ius Cæſar {gized upon Thin temple in the time of the civil war; 
and what an immenſe wealth that threw into hie hands, may | 
en dged by the elegant throw which b gives 17 
n $ i Nt: en 4 bly a l 
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engage ments of cle bar, (as indeed l never blended 
pulineſs of that kind with the functions of the ſtate) 
chat e "Oy call off __ attention from 
1O9IR H 55 mY nt Maker Bol 
Eruiru- Le 
Romani SOON . 


At 1 the wad 8 open 4 5 
The hoarded wealth of ages paſt diſplay d. 2 1 
There ie be ſeen the ſums proud ABR ſent, ot 
Her lon 1 ruin to prevent; . 
There heap'd the Uher pF”? treaſures ſhone, 
1 Flaminius and Emilius won 
From vanquilh'd Philip, and his bapleſs ſon. 
There la e g Pyrrhus loſt, the goldgd 
Scorn'd by the * Babes s honeſty, of old; 


Whate'er our onious fires could 
What tributary gifts rich Syria _ 5 
The hundred Cretan cities ample poil F 
What Cato gather'd from the Bok iſle. 1 
Riches of captive kings by Pompey borne ; 


11 / 


In happier 18. his triumph to adorn, 
From — 


dia, and e W. 4 2 0 145 ; 
Weng infinite? | Th | 


/ Rows. 

Pliny the elder 10. given a 1 Count of this trea- 
ſure which Cæſar ſeized, both in gold and filver plate and in 
coin; the amount of — 1 30 to Dr. Arbuthnot's 
computation, 18,----I, J. 4d. But if there is no 
miſtake in theſe rams Ol ar 234 * — away by far ſo much 
as he brought in; for Plutarch relates I. that he placed at one 
time in the treaſury 65,000 talents; j which, according to the 


ſame ingenious author's calculation is equivalent to 1 593 750 
wu Arb. Tab. 19h ; 


+ 


o Fabricius, - | 50 Hiſt, Nat. I. 3 3 e. 3. wm In v rit, „cen, 


$84 , THE LHHT TAS NAT 

the poſt to which. I wasappainted.:.. For this rex. 
: ſon, when the people of Africa petitioned that! 
might undertake tlieir cauſe againſt Marius Priſcu 
I excuſed myſelf from that office; and according. 
ly my excuſe was admitted. But when afterwards, 
the conſul elect propoſed, that the ſenate ſhould 
apply to us again, and endeavor to prevail: With ys 
to yield to its: inclinations, and ſuffer our names to 
be thrown into the urn, I thought it moſt ſuitable | 
to that tranquility and good order which ſo-hapyi- 
ly diſtinguiſhes your times, not to oppoſe ſeſpe. 
cially in ſo, reaſonable an article) the Will of that 
_ uguſt aſſembly. And, as I am deſſtous that all 
my words and actions may b be approved of by your 


exemplary virtue, 1 hope you wil {kink Y bon 


f 


pliance was proper. e 


# 4 1 
7 — * rende 7 3 * i * \ n 
2 3 4 * 1 1 1 5 * . : 1 ? &* 5 


* ue - 
; if £41 tF-KYGEY <& > & us & | b 7 n 
243th a : ' ; . COASPE i 299 


* 


2 Other ten as owl lin had axle themſelre, it 
ſeems, from undertaking the management of this cauſe: it was 
propaſed therefore, that they ſhould caſt lots; which is the 
meaning of ** ſuffering. their names to be thrown into an urn; 
an urn 3 made uſe of in deęiſions of this kind. Accord- 
ingly the lot fell upon our he and his great friend the far | 
mous Cornelius Tacitus, See B. '2> N 11. e ak 1s 4 

Tala account . this Wan a wo CE 1 
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e 11403 | 


V o acted as became a | good citizen and 2 
worthy ſenator, by paying « obedience i to the 
juſt injunctions of that auguſt aſſembly : and 1 
have full confidence you vill K r diſcharge 


the part you have Mem cath XAT Si 


LETTER” "FI eg: To 6 the Emperor Tan. 


N 
75 
* 3 ? le . 


Hb been attacked laſt: year by a ſevere. als 


dangerous illneſs, I employed a * phyſician, 
whoſe care and diligence, Sir, I « cannot ſufficiently | 
reward, but by your gracious aſſiſtance. Lintreat 
you therefore to make him a denizen of Rome; 
for as he is the freedman of a foreigner, he is, con- 
ſequently, himſelf 10 a W His name is 
Ain ier . 


* ; n i dt 
„ 4 41 3. l JE 


{ 


a The ci among the aiielents were ages ac- 
cording to the particular branch of practice to which they con- 
fined t emſelves. The phyſician here mentioned, Pliny calls 


latraliptes, that is, one who applied external unctions. 


» There was a difference between the Jus Ciwitatic and the 
Jus Quiritium ; the former. not extending to the ſame privileges 
as the latter, which comprehended whatever advantages a 


free native of Rome was entitled to; juſt in the ſame manner 


as with us there is 2 diltinction n 3 and natu- 


Rlization. 
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Harpocras; his patroneſs (who has been dead: 
conſiderable time) was Thermuthis the daughter of 
Theon. 1 farther intreat you to beſtow the ful 
privileges of a Roman citizen upon Helia and An. 
tonia Harmeris the freedwomen of Antonia Maxi. 


85 milla, a lady of great n merit. I. is at ber dein | 
kh make ys MF | 


LET T E R vn. 500 To th, 
Emperor . N 


n you. thanks, Sir, for your ain com. 
pliance with my deſire, in granting the com. 
plete privileges of a Roman, to the freedwomen of | 
a lady to whom 1; am allied, and making Hipo- 

cras my phylician a denizen of Ro me. But when, 
agreeable t to your directions, I gave in an account 
of his age a and eſtate, I was informed by thoſe who | 
are better {killed 3 in theſe affairs than I pretend tobe, | 
that as be is an Egyptian, I ought firſt to have ob- 
; tained for him the freedom of Al before he 

was made free of Rome. I confeſs, indeed, as | | 
was hs notre of any: differences in bann * 


* Pliny — e bis requeſt to bent the 3 defire of 
Ae be becauſe nothing of this kind could legally be 
granted to a freedman, without the conſent of his patron; 4 


ne ory eee pn a ene 
; ande les. $73 113344? 
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thoſe ol Egypt and other countries, J contented 
myſelf wir only acquainting you, that he had been 
"anvil by a foreign lady, long fincedeceaſed. 
However, it is an ignorance cannot regret, ſince 
jr affords me an opportunity of receiving from yen 
a double obligation in favor of the ſamt perſon. 
That I may legally therefore enjoy the benefit of 
your goodnels, I beg you would be pleafed to grant 
him the freedom of the city of Alexandria, as well 
as that of Rome. And that your gracious inten- 
tions may not meet with any farther obſtacles, I 
have taken care, as you directed, to ſend an ac- 
count to your freedman of his age ; and fortunes, 


3 : 1 : £4 4 So - o 
= F R * 


LETTER VIII. . The ood 
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N 


obſerved by fie princes my Pee © to be 
ame cautious in granting the freedom of the : 


. 
I + , x - 3 city 
* 4 % * eh. 2 * 4 ” "IS E ® s 1 5 4 % 2 7 gs 0 
. F . 3s "51 1 
*. * 


* 


* i 2 : } 
15 


* „beer * 2 the vice of this N Agingion 
granted in favour of Alexandria does not appear; poſſibly 
a: mig 25 be in gratitude to a country to which the _ 
vere ſo highly obliged, being ſupplied with the greateſt, 
their corn from Egypt. This city, founded by 2 the 


great, was — the moſt conſiderable in the world next to 
| Fhat of Rome, It is now called Scanderich. 
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city of Alexandria: however, ſince you haye ob. 
tained of me the freedom of Rome for your phy. 
ſician Harpocras, 1 cannot refuſe you this other te. 
queſt. Tou muſt let me know to what diſtrict he 
belongs, that I may give you a letter to my god 
friend Feel e en of Egypt 


Book 


LETT ER Ix. iv] 75 0 the 2 rade. aſſif 
aq 
Cannot expreſs, [Fg the pleaſure your letter Pi 
"gave me, by Which I am informed that you en 
have made my phyſician Harpocras' a denizen of leg 
Alexandria; notwithſtanding your reſolotion to 90 
follow the maxim of your predeceffors in this the 
point, by being extremely cautious in granting that 
privilege. Agreeably to your directions, ] ac- 
quaint-you that Harpocras belongs to the diſtric © 
of * Memphis. I intreat you then, moſt gracious } - 
Emperor, to ſend me, as you promiſed, a letter $0 = 
your good friend Pompeius Planta, governor of oth 
Egypt. 3 be 
As] purpoſe (in order to have 2 ea enjoy- me 
ment of your preſence, {o ardently wiſhed for here) - 
to come to meet you; I beg, Sir, you w would 0 
ware me to erte my ref as. 15 ITY a delle j 
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Was be lige Sir, in my late Audifpe- 
tion, to Poſthumius Marinus, my phyſician 
and I can only make him a ſuitable return, by the 
aſſiſtance of your gracious indulgence. I intreat 
you then to make Chryſippus Mithridates and his 
wife Stratonica, (who are related to Marinus) deni- 
zens of Rome. I implore likewiſe the ſame wr 
lege in favor of Epigonus and Mithridates, the 

ſons of Chryſippus; but in ſuch manner, 20 
5 3580 be under che dominion 9880 their father, 
ei batoſoim: ; nin tc and 


1 *, 
2 * \E'1 2 49 * 4 5 4 EV) — +97 0 2 17 
* ** : . 


2 The, age of paternal. 8 was. s. (as hits 
been obſerved in the notes above) pe culiar to the Romans. But 
after Chryſippus was made a a of Rome, he was not; it 
ſhould ſeem, conſequentially entitled to that rivile : Ove 
thoſe children nich were born before Nis de Biza fl Mn the 
other hand, if it was expreſsly granted bim, his children could 
not preſerve their right of patronage over their own freedmen, 
becauſe that right would of courſe ore to their father, by 
means of this acquired dominion. ove The denization 
therefore of his children, is as expre Boy Þlicited as his own. 
But both parties becoming Quuriter, the children by this crea- - 
tion, and not pleading in right of their father, would be pa- 
tre: fam, To prevent which the clauſe is added, 17 ut fut in 
Patris poreſtate; as there is another to ſave to chem their rights 
of patronage over their e tho” they were On in. 
n. feen, | 
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and yet preſerve their right of patronage over their W of his 
own freedmen. I farther ; intreat you to grant the WI to th 
full privileges of a Roman to L. Satrius Abaſcn my 
tius, E. Cæſſus Phoſphorus, and Pancharia Soteri on: 


This requeſt I Ld with the e of ther 
e e 


1691 114 338 _ 1 21 ee ing 
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A 1 ER your Iivacſora e Sir, had, in n 
A a noble ſpeech, as well as by his on gene- 
rous example, exhorted and encouraged the publie 
to acts of munificence; I implored his permiſſion | 
to remove the ſeveral ſtatues which I had of the 
former emperors, to my corporation; and at the 
ſame time begged the liberty of adding his own to | 
- the number. For as I had hitherto continued them 
in the reſpective places herein they ſtood hen 
they were left ta me by leve ral different inheri- 
tances, they were diſperſed”; in Aiſtam parts of my 
eſtate. He was pleaſed to grant my requeſt, and at 
the fume ae to giye-m 156 a 117 ae woes 
Age! vie 02. 248) 08. 128; rat "3 | 


7 - + ©, * 10 2 29 "ok | * r ; | * * «< 2 4 4 . x * uin 2 7 3 © 
EY ? * #$*., ger: 4 + 4 , 4 - + i LA 1 a "= L : 4 ; « 3a # x # dr 


* ee 2 
2 It is _bighty aches; upon comparing Lk 4+ 2 "abi 
Let. 1. B. 4, that by the corporation here mentioned, Pliny | 
means Tj ifernum Tiberinum, or Citta di Caſtella, as it is now 


called ; which * had put uſelf under _ aa. and * 
tection. 
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of his approbation. I immediately therefore wrote 

to the Decuriic that they would allot a piece of 
Were upon which I might build a temple at my 
oun expences but as a mark of honor to my 


ther, together with the duties of that poſt: with 


vented my gaing on with that deſign. 


cute my design with all the expedition poſſible 


to o dende chat your goodneſs in complying” with 


alk 


ſerviceable. 130, m6 in Ty, dun piivace « affairs. 1 


4 4% 4+ £4 * 1 8 4 12 L 
{15 W117 169.87 £430 335 ai: 


Cornutus Tertullus. It was the cuſtom at Rome for thoſe Wh 


turns, Eucbneri W 


delign, they offered me the choice of any ſite l 
thought: proper. However my oyn indiſpoſition 
in the firſt place, and afterward: that of your fa. 


which you were both pleaſed to intruſt me, pre- 
But I have 
now, I think, a convenient opportunity of making 
an excurſion for that | purpoſe; 'as my monthly 
v attendance" ends on the firſt of September, and 
there are ſeveral feſtivals in the month follow. 
ing. i My firſt requeſt then is, that you would 
permit me to adorn the temple I am going to 
erect, with your ſtatues, and next (in order to exe - 


that you Wu r me with leave of abſence. 
rity I profeſs, were 1 


this deſire, will. at the lame time be . 


wo enn 4 98 105 
12 4 Lit of S. 348 2. 5 nu —_— 
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- Pliny enjoyed hs office of get in | conjuti@ontivith 
had collegues to adminiſter the auen of * poſts by merithly 
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of making ſome abatements in my rents; which! 


be indebted then to your indulgence, Sir, both 2 


abſent for thirty days. I cannot limit a ſhorter | 


dutchy of Milan, the yearly value of which does not appear. | 
We find him likewiſe conſidering about the purchaſe: of an 
eſtate, for which he wants to give about 24,0001, of our nioney,; | 
but whether he ever completed that purchaſe, is uncertain. 


: and neceſſary expences: {See Book 2. let. +] and 5 
the advantage of a judicious economy, we have ſeen him, 
the courſe of theſe letters, exerciſing a liberality, of which 


provinces, without baving firit obtaine 
Sicily, however, had the privilege to be excepte out of that 
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is abſolutely neceſſary I ſhould not defer any longer 

the letting of my lands in that province; for, be- 
fides' that they amount to above four hundred 
thouſand ſeſterces, the time for dreſſing the vine 
yards is approaching, and bat care muſt fall yp. 
on my new tenants. The badneſs of the ſeaſon like. 
wiſe; for ſeveral years paſt, obliges mè to think 


cannot poſſibly ſettle unleſs J am preſent. / Iſhal 
forwarding chis public act of piety, and givin 
me the opportunity of ſettling my private affain, 
I you will be pleaſed to grant me leave to be 


' N * 3 23 
vs -” FP * n ; by wy 5 P 7 3 
5 bd wn £7 41 $4 £5 4 £4 F3 I\ a is +3 6” time, 
| 4 1 


91 $8108 tis 1 Attest 263 mobs 0 0; 11 
, ff ; CY ; 
About 32001. ſterling; the annual income of Pliny's | 


eſtate in Tuſcany. He mentions another nean Comum in the 


Ker ook 3. let. 19.], This however we, are ſure of tha | 
is fortunes were but moderate, conſidering his high ſtation 


im, 10 


after-ages have furniſhed no parallel. | 
d 'The ſenators were not allowed to 2 Rome into the 
leave of the Emperor. 


law; as Gallia Narbonenſis afterwards was, by Claudius Cæſar. 


5 $a. wo 


bock Of PEI way 
time, as the town and the eſtate" of which f àm 
ſpeaking, lie above an | hundred and Pro 11 
from Rome. 8 Tf 3 


Pater. 


that it is your inclination undd I daubt not 
your returning as ſoon as poſſible to the duty 6 


an office, Which ſo much requires your attend 


ance. As I would not ſeem to" check any in- 


ſtance of your affection towards me, 1 ſhall not 
oppoſe your erecting my ſtatue in the place you 


mention; tho in; general I am extremely cautious 


kind, 


* 


* 


L ET TE R All. b! Go the 
— Emperor. nl. weer 


plauſe my actions ean receive, is to be di- 


ſtinguiſhed by ſo excellent a Prince ; l beg you 
would be graciouſly pleaſed to add either the 
RI office : 


Vor. I. he. * 


— 


ou have given me maify reaſotis both of 
a public and private nature, why you deſire 
leave to be abſent ; but I need no. other chan 
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office of Augur or * Septemvir (both Which are 


cant) to the dignity L already enjoy by your 


indulgence; that I may have the ſatisfaction of | 


publicly offering up thoſe vows for your prolpe. 
rity, from the duty of my office, which I dai 


prefer to the oY in private, from the affection of 


* N . * 1 
5 4 "4 W 
10 *K af f 
v 4 
Arp? 
W > * 5 


1. E T T E R XIV. [xxvi.] To the 
Emperor ai ae | 


FAving. le pa 
Males, I am arrived at Epheſus with al 


my train, notwithſtanding I was ; detained for ſome | 
time by contrary winds: an information, Sir, 
in which, I truſt, you will think yourſelf con. 
cerned. I deſign to purſue the remainder of my 
Journey to the province, partly in light veſſels 
a 1 und 


one of the ſeven prieſts WhO prelided over the feaſt ap- 


pointed in honor of Jupiter and the other Gods ; an office, as 


appears, of high dignity, fince Pliny ranks it with the Augur- 
up: of which ſee B. 4. let. 8. note: 
d In the Peloponneſus; now called Capo Malea di- ant. 


Angelo. Catanæus obſerves, thie paſſags was ſo. dangerous, 


that the ancients had a proverb, cum Maleam deflexeris, dume- 


more of his family. Wh 4 
A city of Ilona, in Afia the lf, gill remaining. 1 
4 Bithynia, a province in Anatolia, of Aſia the leſs, of 


ur Pliny was . nen 925 — in the 6th 


' de 
[0 #6 


3 £0 F ; 
1 : 144 


a ed the. promontory of 4 


« the man that ſails * Malea muſt * no. 


year | 


FP 
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and partly in poſt-chaifes: for as the exceſſive 
beats will prevent my travelling altogether by 
land, ſo the Eteſian * winds, which are now ſet- 
| in, will not permit me to proceed entirely by 
; ſea. 2 1 


„ , e n 


Y OUR information, g my dear Pliny, | was 


my concern to know in what manner you arrive 
at your province. I well approve of your in- 


find moſt convenient. 


LETTER XVI. fxxviil.] 25 be 
=. "Emperor Txagan. *» 


s F had a very favorable voyage to Ephe- 
1 ſus, fo in travelling poſt from thence 
| was extremely incommoded by the heats; 


but as that Emperor's gown Lieutenant, with extraordinary 
ng his adminiſtration of-that province. 


A north wind in the Grecian ſeas, which riſes yearly ſome 


* 


day-time. Varenius's Geogr. v. 1. P- „ %% < 


ww 


>=. 


* 


extremely agreeable to me; as it is much 


tention to travel either by ſea or land, as you ſhall 


jear of his reign, A. Dom 163. not as ati ordinary Prbeonſul, - 


time in July, and continues to the end of Auguſt; tho“ others 
extend it to the middle of September. They blow only in the 


: 4 0 os 
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Which threw me into a fever, and kept me ſome 
time at Pergamum. From thence, Sir, I took 
ſhip again; but being detained by contrary winds 
I did not arrive at Bithynia ſo ſoon as I hoped > 
However I have no reaſon to complain of this de. 
lay, ſince (which indeed was the moſt auſpicious 
circumſtance that could attend me) I reached the 
5 province in time to celebrate your birth. day. 
I am at preſent engaged in examining into the 
finances of the * Pruſenſes, their diſburſementz 
and N ; and the farther I proceed in this af. 
fair, thb more I am convinced of the neceſſity 
of my enquiry. Several large ſums of money 
are owing to the city from private perſons, which 
they negle& to pay upon various pretences az, 
on the other hand, I find the public funds are, | 
in ſome inſtances, very unwarrantably applied. 
This, Sir, I write to you immediately on my | 
\ 4 


- 


The famous Troy, ſituated in that part of Aſia, which is 
nw called Romania. eo 44 
The original adds, zd ef, xv. Calend. Ogobris, which 
ſeems to have crept into the text from the marginal annotation | 
of ſome gloſſariſt: for as Pliny mentions the time of his arrival | 
a little lower, there is no occafion for it in this place; and it 
is not agreeable to his uſual elegant conciſeneſs, to repeat that 
_  « circumſtance twice in the ſame letter. Or perhaps here are | 
wo diſtinct letters run into one by the careleſſneſs of the tran- 
feribers ; the former ending with Hee, &. in ihſe ingreſs m0 
ſeripſi; the latter beginning with Duintodecino Calend. Oc. 
» pPruſa, a maritime city Ne by ſome geo | 
graphers to be the ſame which is now called 'Cherir; famous | 
15 producing great quantities of cherries, Which take tber 
naide Mom n, RIOT 1 
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arrival. I entered this province on the 17th 
of * September, and found it in thoſe ſentiments 


of obedienee and loyalty, which you juſtly merit 


from all mankind. , You will conſider, Sir, whe- 
ther it would not be proper to ſend hither, a ſur- 
veyor ; for I am inclined. to think, much, might 
be deducted from what is charged by thoſe who 
have the conduct of the public works, if a faithful 
admeaſurement were to be taken: at leaſt I am of 
that opinion from what I have already ſeen of the 
accounts of this city, which I iam now gd 
vith the aſſiſtance of e „ mY 


FRE 41 * * * . 


"XV. [xix.] Tray 
to b A 


„ 


Sbould bus REI to . bedkd. that you 


arrived at Bithynia”withi 
W or any of - your | | | 
journey from Epheſus had been as eaſy, as your, 


voyage to that place was favgrable. For the reſt, 


4 OK 


your letter informs me, Wy Jo Cling, what day 


you reached Birhy nia. Arbe 2 vt 2 
| 2 . * . ET vince 
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province will be convinced, I perſuade myſelf, tha 
I am attentive to their intereſt; as your conduct to 
wards them will make it manifeſt, that I could hay, 


choſen no perfon more proper to ſupply my platt 
Your firſt enquiry ought, no doubt, to turn upon 


the ſtate of the public finances; for that they have a 
been abuſed, is but too evident. 1 have fearcs 561 
ſurveyors enough to inſpect thoſe * works which! birt! 
am carrying on at Rome, and 1 in the neighbour. i 
| hood : but perſons of integrity and fkill in this at 4 
maybe found, moſt certainly, in every Province DC 
ſo that ybu cannot be at Floſs in that point, if you foot 
will make due _ Fe | in t. 


* | TY'S x 4 | * 7 
3 E T T E R. en vii. ] To the 


© 1 Teen 55 
EF? 1 of 1 lan ned Sir, 3 you, * 
never forget any oppo! unity of exerting 


4 your generoſity, are l 0 n 3 of th W 
0 NL "OR 


< 
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65 


2 Kandi . a” ne which this blorious — 
execuzed, the Forum, or ſquare, which went by his name 
ſeems to have been the moſt magnificent. It was built wid 
the foreign ſpoils he had taken i in war. The covering of th 
edifice was all braſs, the. porticos exceeding beautiful and 
magnificent, with pillars of more than ordins height and d- 
menſions. In the tenter of this Forum was erected” the fi 
mous pillar wigs been "OY an See B. ; 
let. ** not. a | 
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lately made you; yet ſince you have frequently, 
among many other inſtancey of your: indulgence, 
rmitted! me to repeat m K 
1o ſo now on behalf of N 

neſtly beſeech you to honor Him with the Prætor- 
ſhip, which is at preſerik \ vacant. Tho' his ambi- * , 
tion is extremely moderate, yet the quality of his 
birth, the inflexible integrity which he has, ſhe wn 
in a fortune below mediocrity, and, above all, 
the happineſs of your times, which gives courage © 
to con cious virtue to Claim the indulgence of your 
favor, prompts him to ng he OY wie it 


in this inſtance. | TERS CSE 
® | 42M * 0 5 


LE T. 55 ER XC. be) To a 
. Emperor Tra. 


* . 


Sn Kt 
[ Con bann wk pot 4 the dae moſt 

excellent Emperor, upon the great and glori- 
ous victory you have obtained; ſo agreeable to 
the heroiſm of ancient Rome. May! the immortal 
Gods give the fame happy ſucceſs to all your de- 
| ſigns, that, under the adminiſtration of ſo many 
Ray e the ſplendor of the. MM may 
[1 en Hive 
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ſhine out, not e in its former, but e add 
— lultre 2 „ 
: bY * 6 
'LF T TE XX. 8 *%, . 
N unn Tau. 


if M Hentenant Serviliug Pudens came to Ni 

comedia, Sir, « on. the 24th of November, 

and by his arrival freed me, at laſt, from the ſol 
citude of a N Fond een, Fog 


* 
$ * | 


LETTER XXI. 640 77 the 
3 Emperor Taalau. 8 h 


A 7 
* 
1 * CY 


rO U R generoſity to me, Sir, was the oc 


caſion of uniting me to Roſlanus Fenn 
by the ſtrongeſt ties ; for he was my * Quaſta 


when I was Conful. His behavior to me during 
the continuance of our offices, was highly reſped- 
ful; and he has treated me ever ſince with ſo pe. 
ee a ſoy aged VOY" a many —_— 
| e oved b bee 

= *s "FRO N 


It is probable the 2 _ alluded to, was 5 that 3 
one e wi Trajan gained over the Dacians; ſome ac- 
count of which has been given in the notes above. It i is ce. 
5 tain at leaſt, Pliny lived to ſee his with accompliſhed, this 
Emperor -h having carried the Roman ſplendor to its bighek 
W- and extended the dominions of the empire farther than 
any of his predeceſſors ; ; "as! after his death it began to 
ecline. | 

"2 d Now called Comedia, the capital city of Birhynia. 

f See note . p. 220. 
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j owe him upon a public account, I am indebted 
to him for the ſtrongeſt pledges of private friend- 
ſhip. 1 intreat you then to comply with my re- 
queſt for the advancement of one, whom (if my 
recommendation has any weight) you will even 
| honor with your particular favor; as whatever 
truſt you ſhall repoſe in him, he will endeavor to 

ſhew himſelf ſtill deſerving of an higher. But 1 
forbear to enter into a more particular detail of his 


merit; being perſuaded, his integrity, his probity 


and his vigilance are well known to you, not only 


from thoſe high, poſts which he has exerciſed in 


Rome within your immediate inſpection; but from 


| his behavior when he ſerved under you in the ar- 
my. One thing, however, my affection for him. 
inclines me to think I have not yet ſufficiently doe; 


and therefore, Sir, I repeat my intreaties to you, 
that you will give me the pleaſure, as early as poſ- 


ſible, of rejoicing in the honorable advancement of 
my Quæſtor; or, in other monk. of receiving an 


addition to my own Kann, n 
friend. 
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TT: is not eaſy, Sir, to expreſs che joy, 11 receiy. 

ed, when I heard you had, in compliance 
hgh the requeſt of my mother: in law and my- 
ſelf, granted Cœlius Clemens the Proconſulſhip 
of this province after the expiration of his con. 
ſular office ; z as it is from thence x: learn the full 
extent of your beneficence , towards, me, which 
thus graciouſly ſpreads itſelf thro” my whole fa- 
mily. I dare not pretend to make an, equal re- 
turn to thoſe obligations, I ſo juſtiy c owe you. | 
can only therefore have recourſe, to .vows, and 
ardently . implore the. Gods, that I may not be 
found unworthy . of thoſe Favors, which 0b are 
continually beſtoWing upon me. a 31 0 9 


s : 4 w f a oy 8 7 

5 ; . b 4 8 WR of Pr 5 LF 14 1 b 7 1804 4 1 * 

f . 
l * ; 1 ** A | 
4 * rn nr 17717. £7 FES4R 1 
. Neapels Ettal nen 
FA 
_ » Bithynia, e . 
% | ; a 18 5 5 | 
- 
, LET. 
| _- 


1 * 


LETTER XXII. Hin] To the 
Emperor TRAJAN. 


I Received, Sir, a diſpatch from your freedman 
L Lycormas, defiring me, if any embaſſy from 


, Ben ſhould come hither in the way to 
Rome, that I would detain i it till his arrival. None 


has yet arrived; at leaſt in the * city where 1 am, 


But a courier ' paſſing thro? this place from the 


king of © Sarmatia, I lay hold of that opportunity 
«ich accidentally. offers itſelf; of ſending with 


him the meſſenger which Lycormas diſpatched 
hither; that you right: be informed by both their 


letters of what, perhaps, it may be neceſſary you 
ſhould be acquainted. view at one and the ſame 


time, 


* 1 
> 3 3 * 


o Boſphorus Cimerius, now. dated 7 1 2 in Krim Tar- 


tary, 

d Nicea (as appears by the I 5th Let. of chis B. ) Aa city ir in 
Bithynia, now galled Iſmiccg. 

© Sarmatia was diyided into European, Aſiatic, and — 1 


man Sarmatia. It is not exactly known what bounds the an- 
cients gave to this extenſive region; however, in general, it 


comprehended the northern parts of Ruſſia, Muſcovy, leſſer 
Tartary, and the e . of 0 0 8 by depend Sc. 
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LETTER XXIV. [xiv.]. Te the 
© Emperor. TRaJan. : 


T Am informed by a letter from the king of 
1 Sarmatia, that ſome affairs have happend 
which require your immediate knowledge, With 
deſign therefore to expedire he diſpachs vic 
his courier was charged with to you, I granted 
him an order to make uſe of the public poſt*, | 


_ "I. 


* 
. 
9 


2 The firſt invention of public couriers is aſcribed to Cyrus, | 
who, in order to receive the earlieft intelligence from the go- 
vernors of the ſeveral provinces, * exeted poſt-hquſes through. 
out the kingdom of Perfia, at equal diſtances, which ſupplied 
men and horſes to forward the public diſpatches, Apguſtus f 
| was the firſt who introduced this moſt uſeful inſtitution among 
' the Romans, by employing poſt-chaiſes, diſpoſed at convenient 
_ diſtances, for the purpoſe of ae den e. The magi- 
ſtrates of every city were obliged to furniſh I horſes for theſe 
_ meſſengers, upon producing a diploma, or a kind of warrant, 
either from the emperor himſelf, or from thoſe who had that 
authority under him, Sometimes, tho? upon very ee 
nary occaſions, perſons who travelled upon their private affairs, | 
were allowed the uſe of theſe poſt-chaiſes. [See Let. 121. of 
this Book. ] It is ſurpriſing they were not ſooner uſed for the | 
| Purpoſes of commerce and private communication, Louis Xl. 
Hirſt eſtabliſhed them in France, in the year 1474 ; but it was 
not till the 12th of Car. II. that the poſt-office was ſettled in 
_England/by ad of Parlament. 


.... *.Cyrop. 1. 8. p. 496. edit. Hutchinſon, © 
I Suet. in vit. Aug. c. 49. 
I Plutarch. in vit. Galbæ. 
| Rapin, vol: 2. 662. fol. ed. 
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LETTER xu [89] 71 the | 
Emperor” TraJay. 


HE embaſiidor from the king of Sarmatia 
L having voluntarily ſtaid two days at Nioea, 
where he found: me, I did not think it reaſonable, 
Sir, to detain him any longer: not only becauſe 
ic was ſtill uncertain when your freedman Lycor- 
mas would arrive, but as ſome indiſpenſible af- 
fairs require my preſence in a different part of 
the province. Of this I thought it neceſſary that 
you ſhould be informed, becauſe I lately ac- 
quainted you in à letter, that Lycotmas had de- 
red, if any embaſſy ſhould come this way from 
Boſphorus, that I would detain it till his arrival. 
But I did not ſee there was any pretenee of re- 
tarding him any longer; eſpecially as the diſ- 
patches from Lycormas, which (as I mentioned 
before) I was not willing to detain, would pro- 
bably reach "IM ſome days ſooner than 1 this Le 
baſlador. | | 
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LETTER XXVI. [xvi.J” 70 the 
Emperor Ta AIAx. 


1 Received a letter,” Sir, from Apuleiue, an 
officer in the army, belonging to the garrifon 
at Nicomedia, informing me that one Callidro- 
mus being arreſted by Maximus and Dionyſius 
(two perſons who exercife the trade of bakers, to 
whom he had hired -himſelf) ff for refuge to 
your * ſtatue: that being brought before a ma. 
giſtrate, he declared he was formerly ſlave to La · 
berius Maximus; but being taken prifoner by 
> Sufagus in Mæœſia, he was ſent as a. preſent from 
Decebalus to Pacorus king of Parthia, in whoſe 
ſervice he continued ſeveral years, from whence he 
made his eſcape, and came to Nicomedia. When 
he was examined before me; he eonfirmed this 


* 
| Tt lig 
5 Particular ales. ans” ind Cates „5 among 
the Romans as places of privilege and fanctuary to flaves, debt. ref 
_ ors, and malefactors. This cuſtom was introduced by Rom. tel 
Ius, who borrowed it probably from the Greeks; but during 
the free ſtate of Rome, few of theſe Aſylums were permitted. all 
This cuſtom prevailed moſt under the Emperors, till it grew | 
ſo ſcandalous, that the Emperor Pius found it neceſſary to re- ; 
ſtrain thoſe privileged places by an edict, See Lipfiu excurſ. 
ad Taciti an. 3. c. une 
d General under 8 | pro 
A province in Dacia, comprehending the bother | a 10 
of Serviay and | part of Bulgaria. ga 
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account 3 for which reafon I thought it neceſſary 
to! ſend him to you. This I ſhould have done 
ſooner, but I deferr'd his journey in order to make 
an inquiry after a gem which he ſaid was taken 
from him, upon which was engraven the figure of 
Pacorus in his royal habit: I was deſirous: (if it 
could have been found) of tranſmitting this:cutio- 
ſity to you at the ſame time; as I have a ſmall in- 
got of Parthian gold, which he ſays he brought from 

chence out of the mines. I have fixed my ſea] to 
| it, the impreſſion of which is, a chariot drawn by 
four horſes. JJ; 8 
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7 OUR freedman and * procurator, Maxi- 
mus, behavgd, Sir, during all the time 
we were together, with great probity, care and di · 
ligence; as one ſtrongly attached to your inte- 
reſt, and ſtrictly obſervant of diſcipline. This 
teſtimony J willingly give him; and I do it with 
all the fidelity I owe you. A 


* f 
1 
FT FE 
„ 
* 181. 
4 1 1 
1 þ 4; 
\ A "" 
15.8 : 
e 
18 YL 
3 
1 
£228 3 
1 0 
FH E 
42: 
NI 4 
Joy 7 
DIG. + 
' + 8h 
RE), 
1 A 
12 
4,058 
WY 
5 45 
ii 
— . 
* 
"3 
** 
| 
ö « ob 
1 
LY 
| i 
{8.38 
Fr 
Was 
4 
2 
* 
. 


— — . — 
on 5 
22 wet $1 
8 
"= 1 


Sp < 
SC Ties 


TS ORCS 6 4 os SE ITED ” — 9 PIES R — 
e TP >< 3 * 2 8 - * wo a Is © 
2 —— — nfs a * oo Gn . 5 3 2 - 

: EEE ͤ ren rn Es Es ee CE ee oo hee eee ip og 8 5 — 


DA 


— — ner A es — — 
* 1 re WD. „. 


H—?àbZ?U—U—U“ OS 2 A ings. — II) mtu =narnt ns 2 <.* = TY — — — 
« — 
* my 
2 : 
22s 


7 en 
: a4 woe OY 
F 
I 2 45 — * i 
. — 9 Y "— 


* The ſecond expedition of Trajan againſt Decebalus, was 
undertaken the ſame year that Pliny went governor into this 
province: the reaſon therefore why Pliny ſent this Callidromus 
to the Emperor ſeems to be, that ſome uſe might poſſibly be 
made of him in favor of that deſign. 7 
Receiver of the finances, 
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'L ET T K R xXVIII. bo! 4 0 the 
8 ener Trajan. : 5 


'F TER ne experienced, Sie in Gabis 
Baſſus, who commands on the frontiers of 
- ®Pontica, the greateſt i integrity, Honor, and vigi 
lance, as well as the moſt particular reſpect to my. 
ſelf, I cannot refuſe him my beſt wiſhes and ſuf- 
frage; and I give them to him with all that fide. 
lity which is due to you. I have found him abun- 
dantly qualified by having ſerved in the army un- 
der you; and it is owing to the advantages of your 

diſcipline, that he has learned to merit the honor 
of your favor. The ſoldiery and the people here, 
who have had full experience of his juſtice and hu 
manity, [endeavor to rival each other in that glo- 
_ rious teſtimony they give of him, as well in pub- 
lic as in private; and I certify this with all the ſin- 
ory yup have a right to en me. 
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TYmphidias e. Buß 6g * mytelk, FOR 
in the army together; he commanded d 
body of the auxiliary forces at the ſame time that 
vas military tribune : and ĩt was from thence my 
affection for him began. A long acquaintance 
hath ſince mutually endeared and ſtrengthen'd 

our friendſhip. For this reaſon T did violence to 
his repoſe, and inſiſted upon his attending me into 
Bithynia, as my affefſof in council. He moſt rea- 
dily granted me this” proof of his friendſhip ; * 
and without any ita to the plea of age; 
or the eaſe of retirement, he ſhafed with me the 
fatigue of buſineſs; and upon all occaſions is 
ſtill ready to give me his aſhſtance. Took upon his 
relations therefore as my on; in which number 
Nymphidius Lupus, his ſon, claims my particular 
notice. He is a youth of great merit and indefa⸗ 
tigable application; and in every view of his cha- 
__ well worthy of ſo excellent a father. That 


444 - £64 


\ 


© The text calls him Primiidilaerent, that is, 6ne who had been 
Primipilus, an officer in the army, whoſe poſt was both highly 
honorable and profitable : among other parts- of his office 
he had the cars * the Eagle, or chief Rzodard of — — | 
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he is equal to any honor you mall think proper to 
confer upon him, the early proof he gave of his 
qualifications, when he commanded the troops of 
the allies, will eaſily convince you; as it gained 
him the full applauſe of thoſe moſt illuſtrious per. 
ſonages Julius Ferox, and Fuſcus Salinator. Ad 
I] will add, Sir, that any increaſe of dignity which 
he ſhall receive, will be an es of paula 
nm: to my ſelf. 
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1 Beg y your ie a Sir, i in a point where 
in I am greatly doubtful : it is, whether 
| ſhould place the public, flayes * as centinels round 
the priſons of the ſeveral cities in this province (s 
has been hitherto the practice) or employ a party 
of ſoldiers for that purpoſe? 5 On the one band, 
am afraid the public ſlaves will not attend this 
duty with the fidelity chey ought; and on the 
other, chat it will engage too large a body of the 
ſoldiery: or in the mean while I Five joined a few of 
the latter with the former. 1 ſulpect however, 
there may be ſome danger that this method wil 
occaſion a general neglect of duty, as it will afford 


_.the 


— 


Slaves who were purchaſed by the public, ; 


- 


5 


poland OR LIN I. 611 


them a mutual mer of throwing the blame 


to h 
lis upon each Other. 
p oe MAL WW > 
ed FK N. XXXI. Txajan 70 PMI. 
er- | 
ne 1 ERE is no occaſion, my dear Pliny, 
ch to draw off any * ſoldiers in order to guard 
lar a as Let us rather perſevere in the ancient 
cuſtoms obſerved by this province, of employing 
| the public ſlaves for that purpoſe : and the fidelity 
with which they. ſhall execute their duty will de- 
2 pend much upon your care and ſtrict diſcipline. 
1 It is greatly to be feared, as you obſerve, if the ſol- 
HG diers ſhould be mixed with the public ſlaves, they. 
r | will mutually truſt to each other, and by chat 
und means grow ſo much the more negligent. : But 
(8 the principal objection 1 have, is, that as few 
a ſoldiers 3 as nnn ſhould be called fol from their 
ch! oberen dee ee 
wi 01 oe 4 „ 123 
: the 2 In the original it is Compulitones, 10 LY Fellow-foldicrs' 15 
. an appellation which thoſe Emperors who deſired to be we 
the with 2 e army affected to uſe. Suetonius informs us, that Au- 
50 guſtus would never employ that expreſſion, às thinking it a 
NG condeſcenſion unbecoming his dignity ; and neither ſuitable to 
ver, the tranquility. of the Meß nor to military WMipline⸗ 3 
will 6 Ins 


n oe 
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LETTER XXXIL .: 2 l 
Emperor TRA IAN. 


Abius Baſfus, who commands upon the fron. 

tiers of Pontiea, in a manner ſuitable to the 
5 reſpect and duty which be ces you, has been with 
me, Sir, for ſeveral days. As far as I coyld od. 
5 ſerve, he is a perſon of great merit and worthy, of 
your favor. | acquainted. him i it was your order 


1191 1» 


that he ſhould 1 retain only ten * * beneficiary ſoldiers 
two. horſe-guards, and one captain, out of the 


troops which you were pleaſed, to allen. to my 
Fee He aſſured. me theſe would not be 


4 N 


upon this head: for which 1 1 did not i imme. 


diately upon your: direQions,, recall his fuperns 
meraries. 


2 The mob. te 9 (for it is a oaks of: a 10 
deal of obſcurity) concerning the Beneficiarii, ſeems to be, that 
they were a certain number of ſoldiers exempted from the uſual 
duty of their office, in order to be employed as a ſort of a 
guards to the General. Theſe were probably foot,; 


od 


en p27 


: chat they ſerved on Porte. back. " Equitts fngulares Clan 4 
guſti, &c. are frequently mer With u pon ancient 1 criptions, 


_ are. generally W to mean ae * dards of the 
e 
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LE T rE E R 3 Tua to rin. | 


[ Have rearived reds Gabiud Baffus the letter 
you mention, acquainting they that the number 
of ſoldiers I had ordered him was not ſufficient * 
and for your information I have directed my an- 
ſwer to be annexed to this. It is very material to 
diſtinguiſh between what tlie e exigency of affairs re- 
quires, and what. an ambitious deſire of extending 
| power may thitik neceſſary. As for outſelves, the | 
intereſt of the public muſt be our only guide: ac 
cordingly i It ĩs incumbent upon us to take all pol- 
ſible care, that the ſoldiers are not abſent from 


their colors. Tr NES wy 


LETTER XXXTV. To the Pen TRajax, 


00d 

hat LE wy 
ſual * 

7 HE Pruſenſes, Sit Lack: an ancient and 
105 rumous bath, hich they'dcfire your leave 
: to repair. Upon exattlining 1 intg the condition of 


e it, 1 find it ought to be rebuilt. Think therefore 
you may indulge tliem in this requeſtz as there will 
be a ſufficient fund for that purpoſe, partly from 
thoſe debts which are due from Private pron 

1. TVT 


| * Sevilet, 28! of his book. 1 


to the public, which I am now calling in; and 
partly from what they raiſe among themſelves 


towards furniſhing the bath with oil, which they | 


are willing to apply to. the carrying on of this 
building: a work which the dignity of the city, 
and the ſplendor of your times ſeems to demand. 


LETTER XXXV. Tasia n Puanr, | 


Ir the erecting a public bath will not © be too 


great a charge upon the Pruſenſes, we may 


comply with their requeſt: provided, however, | 
that no new tax be levied for this purpoſe, nor any | 
of. thoſe taken off which are applied for en 


ſervices. 


IL. ET TE K xXXVI. To the eee Tala. 


* 1 
A M aſſured, Sir, by your "alia and re- 
* ceiver-general Maximus, that it is neceſſary 
ke ſhould have a party of ſoldjers aſſigned to him, 


over and beſides the beneficjarit, * which by your | 
orders, L alloted to the very worthy Gemellinus. 


; Thoſe. therefore which I found in his ſervice I 
| # | thought 


1 4 % 
3 4 


® See let. 32. ofthis book in note. 


W 709 ein a 
thought proper to continue there, eſpecially as he 
was going into Paphlagonia in order to procure 
corn. For his better ſecurity likewiſe, and be- 
cauſe it was his requeſt, J added two of the horſe- 
guards. But I beg you would inform me, in your 
next diſpatches, what method you would have me 
obſerve for the fue i in points of chis nature. 


LE T T E R XXXVILL Trajan # to Prixr. 


As my n Maximus was going upon 
an extraordinary commiſſion to procure 
corn, I approve of your having ſupplied him 
with a file of ſoldiers. But when he ſnall return 
to the duties of his former poſt, I think two from 
you, and. as many from my receiver- general Vir- 
bius Gemellinus (to whom he 1 is nnn will be 

ſuffcient. is 


» A province in Aki a the Lefs meas by the Ulack-Sea, 
and the rivers TA ang m. i | 


L”- a8 
&. 
4 4 ct * 1 
1 x f ' 4 1 a * of 
* 4 5 : ; 2 4 * x p 
— * ' n 4 , 4 5 0 4 4 „ * 7 4 5 #58 - y N | » | 
* 8 2 * j , 2 | 4 
k * 4 3-44 o 1 * 2 7 . 4 i . 4 — ” 4 4 <4 ? 
898 ik ** a4 ; 12 : 12 '' 5 1. x a 0 N 5 
4 SL * * 5 4 . £ 1 . - þ 
: % „ A. ö 7 I . : , 0 8 * 4 F 
- : 6 * * .S „ 2 4 Py 


conferred” with vou, the glorious foupder, and 
firm ſupport of military diſcipline, concerning 


| caſey of great neceſſity this maxim was diſpenſed with; but 
then they were firſt made free before they were received into 


_ obſerves) after the fatal battle of Cannz ; when the public 


their ſlaves, though they had not time to give them their free- | 
dom. One reaſon, perhaps, of this policy might be, that they 
did not think it ſafe to arm ſo conſiderable a body of men, 


| Pliny the naturaliſt mentions of Claudius Iſodorus, who at the 


withſtan 
Plin. Hiſt. Nat. xXxxiii. 10, Meyrſius de luxu, Rm. 
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LETTER xXXXVII. 2 the 


e Paperey Nan. 


* 


„ eee eee (whoſe merit I muſt al. 


KI ways mention with eſteem) having diſcovereg . 
two? ſlaves among the recruits, has ſent then bef 
to me. But I deferred paſſing ſentence till I had It 1 
enc 


the pupiſhment- proper to be inflicted upon them, 
My principal doubt is, that tho? they have taken 
the military oath, they are not yet èntered into 


any particular legion. I beg therefore, Sir, you co 
would let me know what method I ſhall purſue, th 
eſpecially as it is an affair in which example is m 

The Roman policy excluded ſlaves from entering into mi- Ve 
litary ſervice, and it was death if they did ſo, However, upon 0! 


the army, excepting only (as Serviys in his notes upon Virgil 


diſtreſs was ſo great, that the Romans recruited their army wih 


whoſe numbers in the times when the Roman luxury was 
higheſt, we may have ſome idea of, by the inſtance which 


time of bes death Was poſſeſſed of no leſs than 4.116 ſlaves, not: 
ing he had loſt great numbers in the civil wars, 


LETTER XXXIX. Tra Jan to Prixv. 


Bock X. OF PLENE. © cry 


* 


Geenen Celianus bas added no 55 


my orders, f in ſending ſuch perſons to he tried 
before you as appear to deſervg capital puniſhmeng. 
It is material however, in the caſe in queſliens. to 


enquire, whether theſe ſlaves inliſted chemſelves 


voluntarily, or were choſen by the officers, or 


preſented as proxies for others. IF they. Vere > 
ſen, the officer is guilty; if they are proxies, the 
blame reſts with thoſe who deputed them; bur if, 


conſcious of the legal inabilities of their 


they prelented themſelves voluntarily, che puniſh- : 


ment muſt fall upon their own heads. That th 


are not yet entered into any legion, makes ng great 
difference in their caſe z for they qught to have gi- 
ven a true account of themſelves immediately, up- 


on their being e 45 fit {os the een 


r 


6:8 THE LETTERS Bock x. 


LE E T K R XL, To the Emperor TRajay, 


A I have your permiſſion, Sir, to addreſs my- 
ſelf to you in all my doubts, you will ng 


eſteem i it below your dignity to deſcend to thoſe af. | 
fairs, which concern the adminiſtration of my pol. 
I find there are in ſeveral cities, particularly thoſe 
of Nicodemia and Nicea, certain perſons who 
take upon themſelves to act as public * faves 
and receive an annual ſtipend accordingly; not- 
withſtanding they have been condemned either to 
the mines, the public games, or other puniſh- 
ments of the like nature, Having received infor. 
mation of this abuſe, I have been long debating 
with myſelf, how I ſhould act. On the one hand, 
do ſend them back again to their reſpective puniſh- 
ments, (many of them being now grown old, and 
behaving, as I am aſſured, with lobe and mo- 
deſty) would, I thought, be proceeding againſt 
them too ſeverely; on the other, to retain convid 
ed criminals in the public ſervice, ſeemed not al. 
together ſo decent, I conſidered at the ſame time, 
| to 


Q \ See note let. 30. of this B. 
> A puniſhment among the Romans, uſually infliged upon 
faves, by which they were to engage with wild beaſts, or per- 
ferm dhe * of 3 in the n en. 5 


C 
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to ſupport theſe people in idleneſs, would be an 
uſeleſs expence to the public; and to leave them 
to ſtarve, would be dangerous. I was obliged 
therefore to ſuſpend the determination of this mat- 
ter, till I could conſult with you. Tou will be a 
defirous, perhaps, to be informed, how it hap- - = 
pened that theſe perſons eſcaped the puniſhments e 3 
to which they were condemned. This inquiry 1 = 
have alſo made myſelf, but cannot return you any | 
ſatisfactory anſwer. The decrees againſt them were 
indeed produced; but no record appears of their 
having ever been reverſed. It was aſſerted, how- 
ever, that theſe people were pardoned upon their 
petition to the proconſuls, or their lieutenants; 
which ſeems likely enough to be the truth, as It 
is improbable any perſon ſhould have dared to fer 
them at liberty without authority. 


X. 


L E T * E R XII. Trajan to Tink: 


700 will tehkcmber; you were ſent! into Bithy- 

nia, for the particular purpoſe of correcting 
thoſe many abuſes with which it appeared to. be 
over-run. Now none ſtands more in need of 
reformation, than that'criminals, who have been | 
ſentenced | to Puniſhment, ſhould, not t only be 
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ſet at liberty (as your letter informs me) withoy 
authority; but even appointed to employment, 
which aught alone to be exerciſed by perſons whoſe 
characters are irreproachable. Thoſe therefore 
among them who haye been convicted within theſ 
ten years, and whoſe ſentence has not been reverſq I 
by proper authority, muſt be ſent back again to 
their reſpective puniſhments : but where more than 
ten years have elapſed fince their conviction, and 
they are grown old and infirm, let them be diſpoſ. 
ed of in ſuch employments, as are but few deg rees 
removed from the. pyniſhments to which they were 
| ſentenced; that is, either to attend upon the pu- 
blic baths, cleanſe the common ſhores, or repair | 
the ſtreets and highways, the uſhalaffices to which 

ſuch perſons a are Aden X 


—— 


LE T 1 88 R 1 25 2 R 8 8 


7 Tie I was making „ different 
Y part of the province, a prodigious fre 
broke out. at Nicomedia, which not only con- 
ſumed ſeveral private houſes, but. allo two pub- 
lic buildings; the town-houſe. and the temple of 
Iſis, tho they ſtood on contrary ſides of the 
ſtreet. The occaſion of its ſpreading thus far, 
was partly owing to the violence of the wind, 


Book X. OB PLINY 621 
and partly to the indolence of the people, who, 1 
am well aſſured, ſtood fixed and idle ſpectators of 
this terrible calamity. The trath-is, the city was 
not provided either with engines, buckets, or 


any one ſingle inſtrument proper to extinguiſh 
fires 3 which I have now however given directi- 


ons to have prepared. You will conſider, - 9 
whether it may not be adviſeable to inſtitute a 


company of fire-men, conſiſting only of one hun- 
dred and fifty members. _ I. will take care none 


but thoſe of that buſineſs ſhall be admitted. i into 
it; and that the Privileges granted them ſhall not 
be extended to any other purpoſe. As this 1 incor- 
porated body will conſiſt of | ſo, ſmall a number, it 


will be eaſy enough to a them under proper 
regulation. 13 5 


1 #4, Y 0 18 
1 „ n 


7 4 
797 a7 w $24.74 1 F * 


+ It has keen * imagined that Te ancients had not 
the art of raiſing water by engines; but this paſſage ſeems ta 
favor the contrary opinion. The word in the original is Sipho, 
which Heſychius explains (as one of the commentators obſerves) 
inſtrumentum ad jatulandas aquas ad verſus incendia ; an inſtru- 
ment to throw up water againſt fires.” But there is a paſſage 
in Seneca. which 2 eems to put this: matter 1 eon mecturey 
tho' none of the critics upon this place have taken notice & oft ir: 
Solemus, ſays he, duabus manibus inter ſe junctis aquam concipere, 
8 compref utrimę ua palma in madum fphonis exprimere, (QL 98 
1. , where we plainly ſee the uſe. of this Sipho way 
— wx waters e the Romans were acqudint ed 
with that art. The. account wich, Pliny gives of his an 
tains at Tuſcum i is likewiſe 3 evident . 


Li — —ꝛů— te bee a EN 4 
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veral other cities. But it is to be remember d 


and for whatever purpoſes they may | be. founded 


blies, however mort their meetings may be. It 
will therefore be ſafer, to Provide ſuch machines 
as are of ſervice in extinguiſhing fires, « enjoining 


and if it ſhall be e to call in the e of the 
populace. di e tud ig, 
45 a4 98 


5 L, os TT F R XI. 75 the Emperor nue 


that of the Public! is e included; implor- 


o 14 : þ t 
an f 
1 1 


. E T ER: XLII. Trajan to Plmr. 


00 are of opinion f it would be proper to 
conſtitute a company of fire-men 1 in Nico- 
media, agreeably to what has been practiſed in fe- 


that this fort of ſocieties have greatly diſturbd 
the! peace of that province in general, and of tboſe 
cities in particular. Whatever name ve give them, 
they will not fail | to form themſelves into aſſem. 


* 


the owners of houſes to aſſiſt upon ſuch occaſions; 


; E have acquired, Sir, and renewed bur 
vos, for your proſperity, in Which 


ing 


1 This 1 was an anniverſary cuſtom obſerved throughout the 
Empire, « on the 360 of December. 
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may 


ing 7 55 Ge to 2 us ever thus to pay, and 
thus to repeat them. 0 5 


9 143 


L. . T T E R "LT. Tall. to ' PLivy. : 


5 


Received: * — my Get Pliny, of 
being informed by your letter, that you, to- 
gether with the people under your government, 
have both paid and renewed your vows to the i im- 
OY _ for "op gs * 1 0 ee 


4 1444 3+? 


P 1 E city 1 Nene S1 have + 
ed three millions three hundred and 8 


nine ſeſterces * building an aquæduct; but, not 
being able to finiſh 1 it, the works are entirely Fall- 
ing to ruin. They made a ſecond attempt in ano- 
ther place, where' they laid out o two millions. But 
this likewiſe is diſcontinued ; fo that after having 
been at an immenſe charge to no purpoſe, they 
muſt till be at a farther expence, in order to be ac- 
commodated with water. I have examined a fine 
ſpring from whence the water may be conveyed 
over arches (as was done in their firſt deſign) in 
fuck 


About 240001. of our money. 
d About 1 of our money. 
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mer building, may be uſed in turning the ney 


And I will venture to ſay, from the beauty and 


worthy: the ſplendo# of your times. 


5 ought. But! it is moſt certainly no leſs incumbent 


happened, that ſuch large ſums have been thrown 
away upon this work, leſt by applying 1 the money 


fach a marmer that the higher, as Welt a8 level 
and low parts of the city may be ſupplied. Ther 
are but very few of the old arches remaining, 
the {ſquare ſtones, | however, employed i in the for. 


ones. Fam of opinion part ſhould be raiſed yig 


brick, as that will be the eaſier and cheaper m6. 
thod. But that this work may not be carried on 


with the, fame ill ſucceſs, as the f ormer, it will be 
neceſſary t to ſend here an architect and an engineer, 


uſefulneſs of the deſign, it will be a yore well 


"EB: T-/P E R NIVn. Tue 1 60 Finn. 


5 ARE. muſt. be je hap viii che city of 
JA Nieomedia with water; and you will do ſo, 


I am well, perſuaded,” with all che diligence you 


upon you to examine, by whoſe. miſcondudt i it has 


to private purpoſes, this aqueduct, ſhould likewiſe 
be left unfiniſhed. Tou will let me know the re- 
fult of your inquiry. 


— 
bo 8 OY aa a A Aw 
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LETTER XLVII. To the Emperor TRA IA. 


HE citizens of Nicea; Sir, are building a 
1 theatre, which, tho' it is not yet finiſhed, 


has already exhauſted, as I am informed (for I have 


not examined: the account myſelf) above ten 
millions of ſeſterces; and, what is worſe, I fear 


to no purpoſe. For either from the foundation 


being laid id a marſhy ground, or that the ſtones 


themſelves were decayed, the walls are crack'd 
from top to bottom. It deſerves your conſidera- 


tion therefore, whether it be beſt to carry on this 
| DEER work, 


2 About 80, oool. of our money. To thoſe who are not ac- 
quainted with the immenſe fiches of the ancients, it may. ſeem 


incredible that a city, and not the capital one neither, of a con- 


quered province, ſhould expend ſo large a ſum of money, upon 
only the ſhell (as it appears to be) of a theatre: but Aſia was 
eſteemed the moſt conſiderable part of the world for wealth; 


its fertility and exportations' (as .* Tully obſerves) exceeding 


that of all other countries. The ingenious, Dr, Arbuthnoc 
quotes an inſtance from Athenæus of Aſiatic riches, which a 


man muſt be a tolerable arithmetician even to count. It is the 


value of the treaſure of Sardanapalus, with which he made a 


funeral pile for himſelf and family when he was belieged by 


Arbaces king of the Medes. Athenzus makes the value of 
the treaſure. of this, pile to amount to loo, ooo, ooo ta- 


„ lents, which reckoned in Babylonic talents, amounts to 


16,953,125, ol. This was only the value of the ſilver; 
« there was beſides a tenth part of that number of talents of 
gold, which if gold was reckoned in a decuple proportion 

% will juſt double that ſum.” . 
p. 20 = N eee h 


* Orat. pro Imp. Cn. Pomp. 
Var. II. | | | | R r 
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Arbutb. ant. coins, 
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626 THE LETTERS Hock X. 
work, or entirely diſcontinue it; or rather, per. 
haps, whether it would not be moſt prudent ab. 
folutely to deſtroy it: for the foundations upon 
which this building is immediately ſupported, ap- 
pear to me more expenſive than ſolid. Several 
private perſons have undertaken to build the com. 
partments of this theatre at their own expence, 
ſome engaging to erect the portico, others the pal. 
leries beyond the pit: but this deſign cannot be 
executed, as the principal fabric is now at a ſtand, 
This city is alſo rebuilding, upon a more en- 


| larged plan, the © Gymnaſium, which was burnt | 


down before my arrival in the province. They 
have already been at ſome (and, I doubt, a fruit- 
| lefs) expence, The ſtructure is not only irre- 


gular and ill-diſpoſed, but the preſent architect 


(who it muſt be owned is a rival to the perſon 
who was firſt employed) aſſerts, that the walls, 
| tho” they are * twenty-two feet thick, are not 
ſtrong enough to ſupport. the ſuperſtructure, as 
ſpams et [4734 426g 


» The word Cavea, in the original comprehends more than 


what we call the Pit in our theatres, as it means the whole 


ſpace in which the ſpeQators ſat. Theſe theatres being open 
at top, the galleries here mentioned were for the convenience 
of retiring in bad weather. 1 e 


e A place in which the athletic exerciſes were performed, 


and where the philoſophers alſo uſed to read their lectures. 
4 The Roman foot conſiſted of 11 inches and 7 tenths of 


* 
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they are not incruſted without, nor the inter- 
mediate ſpace properly cemented within. The 
jahabitants of * Claudiopolis are ſinking (for I can- 
not call it erecting) a large public bath, upon a 
low ſpot of ground which lies at the foot of a 


mountain. The fund. appropriated for the car- 


rying on this work, ariſes from the money which 


thoſe honorary members you were pleaſed to add 
to their ſenate, paid (or at leaſt are ready to pay 


whenever I call upon them) * for their admiſſion. 


As I am afraid therefore the public money in 


one place, and (what is infinitely more valuable 


than any pecuniary conſideration) your benefaction : 
in the other, ſhould be ill applied, I am obliged 
to deſire you would ſend hither an architect to in- 
ſpect, not only the theatre, but the bath; in 
order to conſider whether, after all the expence : 
which has already been laid out, it will be 


better to finiſh them upon the preſent plan, or re- 
form the one, and remove the other: for other- 


wiſe we ney poſibly throw away our future coſt, 
" WES: 5 50 IP. 


/ +" 64 
y A „ 
* 3 
* 


A 45 in Iſaaric, a * in Ala, Ada ths "Ip ; 
of mount Taurus between Lyconia, Pamphilia, Cilicia, and 


the ſea, | her 


f The honorary ſenators, that i is, ſuch who were not received | 


into the council of the city by election, but by the appoint- 


ment of the Emperor, paid a certain ſum of money upon their 


nd. into the ſenate, 6 
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by endeavoring not to loſe what we have already 
expended, +4 


LETTER een Traian to Pun, 


"Ot who are upon the ſpot; will beſt be 
Wu able to conſider and determine what is proper 
to be done concerning the theatre, which the in. 
habitants of Nicea are building ; as for myſelf, i 
will be ſufficient if you let me know your reſolu 


tion. With reſpe& to the particular parts of this | 


theatre which are to be raiſed at a private charge; 
you will ſee thoſe engagements fulfilled, when the 
body of the building, to which they are to be 
annexed, ſhall be finiſhed. —Theſe paltry Greeks 


Gs 4 I know, immoderately fond of Gymnaſtic di. 
verſions, and therefore, perhaps, the citizens of 


Nicea have enlarged their fabric for this purpoſe, 


beyond its due proportion: however, they muſt 


be contented with ſuch 2 one as wlll be ſufficient 
to anſwer their occaſions.” 

I entirely leave it to you to perſuade the Clau- 
diopolitani as you ſhall think proper, with relation 
to their Bath, which they have placed, it ſeems, 
in a very improper ſituation. As there! 181 no 455 


53» : 


| vil 


in; 


eb G nN e 
vince that is not furniſhed with men of {kill and 
ingenuity, you cannot poſſibly want architects; un- 
Jeſs you think it the ſhortelt way to get them from 


Rome, when it is generally from Greece chat they 


come hitler... 


* 1 


Þ E TT E R L. To th e Emperor Duapantid: 23 


your exalted ſtation, and the greatneſs of 
your mind, nothing, I am perſuaded, can be more 
ſuitable to both, than to point out to you ſuch de- 


ſigns as are worthy of your glorious and immortal 


name, as being no leſs uſeful than magnificent. 
Bordering upon the territories of the city of 
Nicomedia is a moſt extenſive lake; upon which 


the commodities of the country are eaſily and 
cheaply tranſported to the high road; but from 


thence, are conveyed 1 in carriagss to the ſea-ſide, 


at great charge and labor. To remedy this 


inconvenience, _ it will. require, *tis true, many 
hands; but upon ſuch an occaſion they cannot. be. 
{carce : for the country, and particularly the city. 
is exceedingly populous; and one may afſuredly 
hope, that every body will readily | engage in a 
work which will be of univerſal benefit. It only 
remains then to ſend hither, if. you ſhal] think pro- 


R 1 3 3 : ben, 


HEN 1. reflect, upon the er of 
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per, a ſurveyor or an architect, in order to ex. 
mine whether the lakes lie above the level of the 
ſea; the engineers of this province being of opi. 
nion that the former is higher by forty * cubits, 1 
find there is in the neighborhood of this place, 3 
large canal, which was cut by one of the kings of 
this country; but as it is left unfiniſhed, it js un. 

certain whether it was for the purpoſe of draining 
the adjacent lands, or making a communication 
T between the lake and tke river. It is equally 
doubtful too, whether the death of the king, or | 
the deſpair of being able toaccompliſh the deſign, 

prevented the completion of it. If this was the 
reaſon, I am ſo much the more deſirous, for the 
ſake of your illuſtrious character (and I hope you 
will pardon me the ambition) that 5% may have | 
the glory of executing, what kings could only | 
attempt. : De go. 


A Roman cubit is equal to 1 foot 5 inches nd of dur mea, 
fue, . noo mogyt Ib cs 
b A commentator upon this paſſage thinks. this. a very ex. 
traordinary compliment; “ As if, ſays he, an Emperor of 
Rome could not do more than a little king of Bithynia." 
But it is much more probable that this critic ſhould be miſtaken 
in his objection, than Pliny in his compliment; and tho' he 
will have it to be a /iztle king, it is more reaſonable to ſuppoſe 
our author meant ſome great king of Perſia, Befides- Inje- 
rator, among the Romans, had not of itſelf any ſuch high idea, 
as has been affixed to it in later times. The meaning 
therefore of this wiſh ſeems to be; that tho' Trajan was Foo: 
8 9 1 oe ne e 


£3 
i 


* 


LETTER LI. TaAjAxN 7% PlNV. 


HERE is ſomething in the ſcheme you 

propoſe of opening a communication be- 
en the lake and the ſea, which may, perhaps, 
tempt me to come into it. But you muſt firſt care- 
fully examine the fituation of this body of water, 
what quantity it contains, and from whence it'is 
ſupplied; leſt by letting it i into the ſea, it ſhould be 
totally exhauſted. You may apply to Calpurnius 
Macer for an engineer; as I will alſo ſend you 
from hence, ſome . ny ſkilled i in works Ne this 
nature, Nos | 


L E F T E * LI. Tothe Emperor Tnajan, 


[Jeon « excl the expences of the city 


tremely great) I was informed, Sir, that the ap- 

pointments of the embaſſador, which they ſend 

yearly” to you with their We and the act 
e 2 25 which 


tented to be in title no more __ General, [ TS yet in 


acts of public munificence he might be mee: _ N who 
proudly ſtiled themſelves kings. 


No Conſtantinople, 


of Byzantium *, (which I find are ex 
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which paſſes in the ſenate upon that Occaſion, 
amount to twelve * thouſand ſeſterces. But "Bay 
ing the generous maxims of your government [ 
thought proper to ſend the decree without the en. 
baſſador, that at the ſame time they diſcharged 
their public duty to you, they might be eaſed in 
the manner of paying it. This city is likewiſe 
taxed with the ſum of *© three thouſand ſeſterceg 
towards defraying the expence of an envoy, whom 
they annually ſend to compliment the governor of 
Moeſia : this expence I have alſo directed to be 
ſpared. I beg, Sir, you would do me the honor 
either to confirm my judgment, or correct my error 
in theſe points, by W me know Eo. ſenti- 
ments. 


| LETTER III. alen 7 Privy, 


Well approve, my dear Pliay, of your barg 

L excuſed the Byzantines the expence of ſending 
an embãſſador to me. I ſhall eſteem their duty 
as ſufficiently paid, tho? I only receive the act of 
their ſenate thro your hands. The governor of 
Moeſia muſt likewiſe excuſe. them, if they compli 
ment him at a a leſs ber ne 


% 
14 * 


b About * gerüng. 
c * 24 J. of our money. 


V3: 16 
. - 


- > 


LETTER LIV. To the Emperor —_ RY 


Beg. Sir, you would ſettle a doubt I have « con- 
1 cerning your Diplomas , whether you think 
proper that thoſe whoſe dates are expired ſhall be 
in force, and how long? For I am apprehenſive 
I may thro ignorance, cither confirm ſuch of theſe 


inſtruments as are illegal, or prevent the effect off 


* 


thoſe has”; are ? nevelfary, © 5.20 3K Due!) 


* - | ak 
4 . 14. 
A f 
ume * "_ 
i * TT 
4 1 1 
* . 
"I. * — ” 
4 1 


ab E T T E N IV. re 10 uns., 10 


iq 95% 


PHE N woke W are anten od 


by no means be made uſe of. For which 


reaſon it is a principal rule with me, to ſend; new: 
inſtruments of this kind into all the provinces be- 
fore they are eee W e | 


» A diploma f is prop 17 a en of certain i ere either 
to particular places 22255 It ſignifies alſo grants of other 


ve 13 5 2 es means * poſt-warrants, as, perhaps. 
place. 


C See Let. xiv. of this book in the notes. | 
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ſpect t their accounts; but that no Proconſul had 


commiſſion, | 


LETTER LVI. 7s the Emperor TRAIN. 


TPON intimating, Sir, my deſign to the 
. city of Apamea, of examining into the 
ſtate of their public funds and revenues, they told 
me they were all extremely willing | I ſhould ir. 


ever yet peruſed them, as they had a privilege - 
(and that of a very ancient date), of adminiſtring 4 
their commonwealth in the manner they thought 
proper. I required them to draw up a memorial : 
of what they then offered, which I tranſmit to 
you exactly as J received it; tho? I am ſenſible it r 
contains ſeveral things foreign to the queſtion, 1 
beg you would honor me with your commands, 
now Tam to att in this affair; for I ſhould be ci I 
tremely ſorry enher to en or Sar: ont of abu, 


» A city in Bithyniag 


e e eee Sep 


LETTER EVIL Tann i Puny, 


T HE memorial of the Apameans annexed 
to your letter, has faved me the neceſſity 


of conſidering the reaſons they ſuggeſt, why the 
former Proconſuls forbore to inſpect their a6- 


counts; ſince they are willing to ſubmit them to 
your examination. Their compliance deſerves to 


be encouraged ; and they may be aſſured, the 


enquiry you are to make in purſuance of my or- 
ders, ſhall be with a full reſerye to their privi- 


leges. 


LETT nn So To the Emperor Tx4ajan, 


TH: E Nicomedians, | Sir, beföre my arrival 


in this province, had begun to build a 


new Forum contiguous to their former, in a cor- 
ner of which ſtands an ancient temple dedicated to 
the * mother of the Gods. This fabric muſt either 
be repaired, or removed; and for this reaſon chiet- 


ly, 


2 Cybele, MER or Ops, as the 1 1 called; from 


whom, according to the Pagan creed, the "_ of the gods are 
ſpppoſed « to have deſcended, 
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ly, becauſe it is a much lower building than that 
which is now erected. Upon enquiry whether thi; 
temple had been conſecrated, I was informed that 
their manner of dedication differs from ours, You 
vill be pleaſed therefore, Sir, to conſider whether 
a temple, which has not been conſecrated in form, 
may be removed *, conſiſtently with the ceremo- 
nies of. religion : for if there is no objection from 
that quarter, there is none on the ſide of / income. 
nience. | 


3. E123 


LETTER LIX. TRAA 7 PLiny, 


Y O U may without ſcruple, my dear Pliny, if 

the ſityation requires it, remove the temple 
of the mother of the Gods, from the place where it 
now ſtands, to any other more convenient. You 


need be under no difficulty concerning the act of 
dedication; for the ground of a foreign city is 


not capable of receiving that kind of conſecration 
which IS obſerved by e our laws, : 


2 Whatever | was "ohh: conſecrated, was ever aſteryards 
unapplicable to profane uſes... - | 

d That is, a city not admitted to enjoy the laws and privis 
leges of Rome. 


* 
z 


. 8 i 171 0 * 8 L 4 F. 
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LETTER LX. To the Emperor TRajay, 


E have celebrated, Sir, (with thoſe ſenti- 
ments of joy your virtues juſtly metit) 
the day of your acceſſion, when, at the ſame time 
that you accepted, you ſaved the empire. And 
we ſincerely implored the Gods to preſerve you in 
health and proſperity, as it is upon your welfare 
that the ſecurity and repoſe of mankind depends. 
I renewed at the ſame time the oath of allegiance 
at the head of the army, which repeated it after 
me in the uſual form, the people of the province 
 zealouſly 1 their affection to you ” _— 
the ſame oath. | e 


L ET T ER LXI. | Tires Pity. | 


OUR letter, my dear Pliny, was extreme- 
ly acceptable, as it gave me an account with 
what zeal and affection you, together with the ar- 
my and the provincials, ſolemnized che day of my 
acceſſion to the empire. 


3 Ie 


; 
* ha So . . 
« + 
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i ET TER LXII. | Tothe Emperor Te ajyy 


\HE money owing to the public, is, by the 
1 prudence, Sir, of your councils, and the 
care of my adminiſtration, either actually paid in, 
or now recovering: but I am afraid it muſt lie 
unemployed. For as on one ſide, there are fey 


or no opportunities of purchaſing land, fo on the IM 
other, one cannot meet with any perſon who is | 2 
willing to borrow of the public (eſpecially at the i 
intereft of 12 per cent.) when they can raiſe money 0 
upon the ſame terms from private hands. You 
will conſider then, Sir, whether it may not be ad. 1 


viſeable, in order to invite reſponſible perſons to 
take this money, to lower the intereſt; or if that 
ſcheme ſhould not ſucceed, to place it in the hands 
of the Decurii, upon their giving ſufficient ſecurity 


Ws w] 
to the public. And tho' they ſhould not be will- 9 
ing to receive it, yet as the rate of intereſt will be 5 


abated, the hardſhip will be ſo much the leſs. 


The reaſon why they did not chuſe to borrow of the 
public at the ſame rate of intereſt which they paid to private | 
perſons, was (as one of the commentators obferyes) becauſe in 
the former inſtance they were obliged to give ſecurity ; where. 
as 5 the latter, they could raiſe money upon their perſonal 
Credit, | ns | | 


LET: 


Book X. OF PLIN T. 539 


FRET TE R LXIII. Trajan to PLiny, 


Agree with you, my dear Pliny, PR there 

ſeems to be no other method of facilitating the 
3 out of the public money, than by lower- 
ing the intereſt ; the meaſure of which you will 
determine according to the number of the borrow- 
| ers. Butto compel perſons to receive it, who are 
not diſpoſed to do ſo, when poſſibly they them- 
| ſelves may have no opportunity of employing it, is 5 
by no means conſiſtent with the Juſtice of My go- | 
| vernment. 


LE T TD: E R LXIV. T 0 the Emperor Tu A JAN. 


Leun you my higheſt acknowledgments, Sir, 
that among the many important occupations in 
which you are engaged, you have condeſcended 
to be my guide in thoſe points wherein I have con- 
ſulted you: a favor which I muſt now again be- 
ſeech you to grant me. A certain perſon came be- 
fore me with a complaint, that his adverſaries, who 
had been baniſhed for three years by the illuſtrious. 
Servilius Calvus, ſtill remained in the province: 
they, on the contrary, affirmed that Calvus had re- 
ſored them again to their country, and produced 
* 


440 THE LETTERS Boy 


his edict to that purpoſe. I thought it neceſſary 
therefore to refer the whole affair to you. Por 4, 
1 have your expreſs orders not to reſtore any per. 
fon who has been ſentenced to baniſhment either 
by myſelf or others; ſo I have no directions with 
reſpect to thoſe, who having been baniſhed by 
fome of my predeceſſors i in this government, haye 
by them alſo been reſtored. I am obliged then, 
to beg you would inform me, Sir, what method 
1 ſhould obſerve, as well with regard to theſe, xs 
to others, who after having been condemned to 
5 perpetual baniſhment, have returned to the pro 
vince without permiſſion: for caſes of that nature 
have likewiſe fallen under my cognizance, A 
perſon was brought before me who had been 
ſentenced to perpetual exile by the Proconſul Ju. 
nus Baſſus, but knowing that the acts of Baſſis, 
during his ain ratio, had been reſcinded, | 
and that the ſenate had granted leave to all thoſe | 
who had fallen under his condemnation, of bring. 

ing their appeal, provided they did ſo within the 
ſpace of two years; I enquired of this man whe 
ther he had acquainted the Proconſul with his caſe? 
He replied, he had not. I beg then you would in. 
form me whether you would have him ſent back 
again into exile; or whether you think ſome more 
rere, and what kind of puniſhment, youu 


dr G FEN 6p 
be inflicted upon him, and ſuch others who may 
hereafter be found to lie under the ſame delin- 
quency. I have annexed to my letter the decree 


of Calvus, and the edi& by which the perſons 
mentioned above were reſtored, as alſo the decree 


of Baſſus. 


«. * 


L ET T ER LXV. Trajan 70 Pliny. 


IVI let you know my determination con- 


cerning thoſe exiles which were baniſhed for 
three years by the Proconſul P. Servilius Calvus, 
and ſoon afterwards reſtored to the province by his 
edict, when I ſhall have informed myſelf from him 
of the reaſons. of this proceeding. With reſpe& 


to that perſon who was ſentenced to perpetual” ba- 


niſhment by Julius Baſſus, yet continued to remain 
in the province, without making his appeal if he 
thought himſelf aggrieved, (tho? he had two years 
given him for that purpoſe) I would have him 
ſent 1n chains to my * pretorian Prefects: for only 

Vor. II. 5 9 to 


„ Theſe, in the e Infiitarioa 40 forthe by 1 I 
were only. commanders of his body-guards ; but in the later 


times of the Roman empire they were next in authority under 


the Emperor, to whom. _ ens to Have TO as a fort of 


prime miniſters. 
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to remand him back to. a puniſhment, which be a 
has contumaciouſly eluded, will by no means he tl 
ſufficient. PW S, H ol 
| $5." 2 | 1 ſu 
| 
LETTER LXVI, To the Emperor Tui. 
HEN I cited the judges, Sir, to attend 
me at a * ſeſſions which I was going to x 
hold, F havius, Archippus claimed the privilege of 5 
al 
being excuſed, as exerciſing the profeſſion of: 1 
> philoſopher. It was alledg'd by ſome who were 
preſent, that he ought not only to be excuſe] 5 
from that office, but even ſtruck out of the roll 
of judges, and remanded back to the puniſhment 
from which he had eſcaped by breaking his 
chains. At the fame time a ſentence” of the Pro- 
conſul Velius Paullus was read, by which it ap- 
peared that Archippus had been condemned to the I 
mines for forgery. He had nothing to produce « 
in proof*that this ſentence had ever been reverſed. | a 
He Or, however, in favor of his 7 10 
2 The provinces were vided into a kind of circuits called 
Conventus, Whither the Proconſuls uſed to go in order to ad- 
miniſter juſtice. - The judges here mentioned muſt not be ur- 
derſtood to mean the ſame ſort of judicial officers as n us; 
9 were rather in the nature of our juries. | 5 
d By the imperial conſtitutions the ohiloſaphavi were er · 1 


empted from al! public functions. Cataneus, 


Win dF PLINY, Gin 


a petition which he preſented to Domitian, toge- 
ther with a letter from that Prince and a decree 
of the Pruſenſians in his honor. To theſe he 
ſubjoined a letter which he had received from 


you; as alſo an edit and a letter of your auguſt 


father confirming the grants which had been made 
to him by Domitian. For theſe reaſons, notwith- 
ſtanding crimes of ſo atrocious a nature were laid 
to his charge, I did not think proper to determine 
any thing concerning him, without firſt conſulting : 


with you in the affair, which ſeems to merit your 


peculiar deciſion. I have tranſmitted to you, with 
this letter, the ſeveral allegations on both ſides, 


| Dow 5 LE T T E R to Tanaris 
Maxnuus. 3 


ary 


Eavius Aids the lt "0 pre- 
vailed with me to give an order that 600,000 
« 3 + ſeſterces be laid out in the purchaſe of an eſtate 
« for the ſupport of him and his family, in the 
1 e of * Pruſias, his native country, 
85 8 2 1 (0 Let | 


cc 


About 48001. of our money. 955 | 

Geographers are not agreed where to 5 this city; ; Cel- 
larius conjectures it may poflibly be the ſame with Pruſa ad 
Olmpurs, Pruſa at the foot of Mount n in M. yha, men- 
toned 1 in Let. 85. of this book, 
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Let this be accordingly done; and place that 
« ſum to the article of my benefactions.“ 


From the fame, to L. Arrius Maximus, 


44 ee my FER Maximus, to your 
protection, that worthy philoſopher Archip- | 


« pus; a perſon whoſe morals are agreeable to | 


« his profeſſion : and I would have you pay full 
« regard to whatever he ſhall reaſonably requel,” 


The EDICT of the Emperor Nana 


1 are ſome. points, no | doubt, 


Quirites, concerning which the happy 


« tenor of my government is a ſufficient explant- | 


tion of my ſentiments; and a good prince nec 
* not give an expreſs declaration in matters where 
* in his intention cannot but be clearly underſtood. 
Every citizen in the empire will bear me witneſs, | 
that I gave up my private repoſe to the ſecurity 
« of the public, in order to have the pleaſure of 
« diſpenſing new bounties of my own, and con- 


« firming fafmer ones of my rec But 
e ene e 4 ſeſt 


A general appellation given to the Roman . 


ß 


But 
leſt 
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« leſt the memory of him * who made theſe 


« orants, or the diffidence of thoſe who received 


« them, ſhould occaſion any interruption to the 


« public joy, I thought it as neceſſary as it is a- 


« oreeable to me to obviate theſe ſuſpicions, by aſ- 
« ſuring them of my indulgence. Let it not be 


« thought that I {hall reſcind either the public or 
66 private acts of any former Prince, for che ſake 


« of meriting the obligation of ratifying and con- 


« firming them; nor need any who have received 

« the ſmiles of imperial favor, renew their peti- 
c tions to me in order to enjoy the benefit of 
-.« rhem... Rather let them leave me in full leiſure 
« for conferring new favors; under the aſſurance, 
that I am only to be ſolicited for thoſe which 
6 have. not already been obtained.” MEN 


| Br op the ſame, a irn mes 


185 1 have made it © maxim of my go- 
vernment to obſerve the ordonances of 


Th 


« my WA in all things, ſo regard muß be 


"ON to n dm of Domitian.” : 


8 8 3 1 1 r. 


o Domitian, + ; 


646 THE LETTERS Beck x. 


LETTER LXVIL To the 
Fu Emperor nn: | 


Lavius 1 5 3 me, by all my 
withes for your proſperity, and by your. im. 
ar glory, that I would tranſmit to you th: 
memorial which he preſented to me. 1 could not 
refuſe a requeſt conceived in ſuch terms ; however, 
I acquainted the proſecutrix with this my inten- 
tion, from whom [ have alſo received a memorial 
on her part. I have annexed them bath to my 
letter; that by hearing, as it were, each fide, you 
may more caily conſider what to determine: in 
this affair. 


LETTER LXVIN. Tala to Pumy 


I T is poſſible Domitian might be ignorant of 
the circumſtances in which Archippus was, | 
when he wrote the letter ſo much to that philo- 
ſopher's honor. - However, it is more agreeable 
to my diſpoſition to ſuppoſe that prince deſigned 


3 


— 


te ſhould be reſtored to his former ſituation; e- 
ſpecially ſince he ſo often had the honor of a ſta- 
tue decreed to him by thoſe, who could not be 
ignorant of the ſentence which the Proconſul 
Paullus pronounced upon him. But I do not mean 


to intimate by this, my dear Pliny, that if any new 


charge ſhould be brought againſt him, you ſhould 
te Eg poſed to hear hs aqcuſers. I have ers 
mined the memorial of his proſecutrix, Furia Pri- 


ma, as alſo that of Archippus himſelf which you 


ſent with your former letter, 


ein the text of all the editions it is qui ignorabant, but the 
reaſoning ſeems to * the negative particle ;- though the 
commentators have p 


ed over the paſſage without objection. 
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between that and the ſea, by means of the river: 
but I think I have found a method to obviate that 
| inconvenience. A channel may be cut from the 
lake to the river, and a narrow flip of land left be. 
| tween them. By this means the water in the lake 
Will not only be preſerved. and kept diſtin from 
the river, but all the fame purpoſes will be anſwerd 
as if they were united: for it will be extremely 


% 
L 
* : 


LETTER LXIX. 75 the Emperor Tua 


JT i is with great judgment, Sir, you are appre- 


- henſive*, that the lake will be in danger of be. 


ing entirely drained, if a communication Is open 


eaſy to convey over that little intervening ridge 
whatever burdens ſhall be brought down by the 
canal. This is a ſcheme which may be purſued, 
if it ſnould be found neceſſary; but | hope there 


will be fo occaſion to put it in practice. For in the 
firſt place, the lake itſelf is pretty deep; and in the 


next, by damming up a river, which runs from it 


on the oppoſite ſide, and turning its courſe as we 
ſhall find proper, the ſame quantity of water may 
ſtill be-retained. Beſides, there are ſeveral little 
brooks near the place where it is propoſed the 


channel 


© See Letters 50 and 51 of this Book, 


bock E Dr EIN 


channel ſhall be cut, which if {kilfully collected. 
will ſupply the lake with water in proportion to 


what it ſhall loſe, But if you ſhould rather ap- 


prove of the channel's being extended farther, and 


cut narrower, and ſo conveyed directly into the ſea, * 


without running into the river, the reflux of the 
tide will return whatever it receives from the. lake. 
After all, if the nature of the place ſhould not 5 2 

mit of any of theſe ſchemes, the courſe of the water 
may be checked by ſluices. Theſe, however, and. 
many other particulars, will be more {kilfully ex- 


amined inta by the engineer, which, agreeably to 


your promiſe, I hope you will ſend; for indeed. 


Sir, it is an enterprize well worthy of your atten- 


tion and magnificence, In the mean while 1 have 


- wrote to the illuſtrious Calpurnius Macer, in pur- 


ſuance of your orders, to e me a _— _ 5 
peer for this vecalion, 


L E T T E R wn: 1. to Pun, 


1 18 ale” my od? Plny, that neither your ; 


, prudence nor your care have been wanting in 


2 this affair of the lake, ſince in order to make it of 
more general benefit to us, you have provided ſo 
Pry. expedients againſt che hazard of its being 
"Sy drained. 


> * Fd 
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Book 
drained. I leave: it to your own choice to purſe MW gom 
which-ever ſcheme ſhall be thought moſt proper the ! 
Calpurnius Macer will furniſh you, no doubt, Broc 
with an engineer, and eit of that Kind are not 


neg 4 in tis e e 


* r 


. L E T T E R LXXI. 2 o the Enperor Tx AJAR, 


Very conſiderable queſtion, Sir, in which 
the whole province is intereſted, has been 
2 lately ſtarted, concerning the * ſtate and mainte. 
nance of deſerted children. I have examined the 
conſtitutions of former Princes upon this head, but 
not finding any thing in them relating, either in 


ter 

general or particular, to the Bithynians, I thought | {ta 
it neceſſary to apply to you for your un dil 
for in a point which ſeems to require the ſpecialin- th 
terpoſition of your authority, I could not content tic 
myſelf with following precedents. An edict of the T 
: Emperor. Auguſtus (as pretended) was read tome, A 
concerning one Annia as alſo a letter from Vel 01 
paſian to. the Lacedæmonians, and another from h 
Titus to the ſame, with one likewiſe from him to 0 
the Achzans, At the ſame time ſome letters a 
from l 
1 c 


HM That i is, whether they hoald be confidered in a Bar of 
freedom or ſlay ery. | 
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from Domitian were exhibited to me, directed to 
te Proconſul Avidius Nigrinus, and Armenius 
Brocchus, together with one from that Prince to 
the Lacedzzmonians : but 1 have nor tranſmitted 


Y {cm to you, as well becauſe they were not correct 


(and ſome of them too of ſuſpicious authority) — 
becauſe I imagine, the true ST. are preſerved 
in Ju TOW 2 1 | 


FOLD A: 3 
L E T T E * LxxIl. ren lo „ 8 
E. . concerning Tack, childoen, 
who were expoſed by their parents, and af- 
terwards taken up by others, and educated in a 
ſtate of ſervitude tho? born free, has been frequently | 
diſcuſſed ; but I do not find i in the conſtitutions of 
the Princes my predeceſſors, any general regula- 
tion upon this head, extending to all the provinces. 
There are, indeed, ſome reſcripts of Domitian to 
Avidius Nigrinus and Armenius Brocchus, which 
ought to be obſerved ; but Bithynia t is not compre- 
hended 3 in the provinces, therein mentioned, I am 
of opinion therefore, that the claims of thoſe wha 
affert their right of freedom upon this footing, 
ſhould be allowed ; without obliging them to pur- 
chaſe their liberty by paying for their mainte» 
nance, 4 | 


1 L. T- 


5 4% 21 * ” 
' 5 * 
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LE TTER LXXUY, + Tothe kane "Fs 


Ving been petitioned by ſome perſons t 
grant them the liberty (agrecably to the 
practice of former Proconſuls) of removing the re 
lics of their deceaſed relations, upon the ſuggeſtion 
that either their monaments were decayed by age 
or ruined by the inundations of the river, or fo 
other reaſons of the ſame kind; I thought Proper 
Sir, knowing that'in caſes of this nature it is ſua 
at Rome to apply to the college of Prieſts, to cond 
fult with you who are the ſovereign of that ſacred 
order, what you would have me obſerve in thiy 1 
affair. non iha 


i 4 EN 5 : _ ”, 4 s # f 1 
— 41 953 k # % T a 


, E T TE R LXkIV. M 1 bin, | 


I. will be a hardſhip. upon the provincial to 
oblige them to addreſs themſelves to the col · 
| lege of Priefts, whenever they may have juſt rea] 
ſons for removing the aſhes of their anceſtors. In 
this caſe therefore it will be better vou ſhould 
follow the example of the governors your 'prede- 


ceſſors, and grant or deny om this Then: as you] 
ſhall ſee reaſonable. ge 


944 NF e 
| 14 a f 
, 134 + * 4 
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Er T ri * LXXV. To 0 the Emperr Tua a 


Nu 


Have pic, S2 at Pruſa, for 2 a proper | 
place on which to erect the bath you were 
plcaſed to allow that city to build ; and I have 
found one to my ſatisfaction. It is upon the ſite 
where formerly, I am told, ſtood a very beautiful 
fabric, but Which is now entirely fallen into ruins. 
by fixing upon that ſpot, we ſhall gain the advan- 
age of ornamenting the city in a part whichiar 
preſent is exceedingly deformed, an enlarging 


it at the ſame time without removing any of the 


edifices; only rebuilding one which is fallen to de. 
cay. There are ſome circumſtances attending this 
ſtructure, of which it is proper I ſhould inform 
you. Claudius Polyznus bequeathed it to the em- 
peror Claudius Cæſar, with directions that a 
temple ſnould be erected to that Prince in the midſt ; 
of a piazza, and. that the remainder of the houſe 
hould be let in apartments. The city received 
the rents for a conſiderable time; but partly by 
its having been plundered, and partly by its being 
neglected, the piazza, together with the whole 
dome, is entirely gone out of repair, and thete is 
now ſcarce any thing remaining of it, but the 
ground upon which it ftood. If you hall think 
oper Sir, either to give or ſell this ſpot of ground 
to 
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to the city, as it lies ſo conveniently for their pyr. 
poſe, they will receive it as the higheſt mark of 
your favor. I intend, with your permiſſion, to 
place the bath in the vacant area, and to extend 
a range of portico's with ſeats, in that part where 
the former edifice ſtood; This new fabric I deſign 
to dedicate to you, by whoſe bounty it will riſe 
wich all the elegance and magnificence worthy of 
your glorious name. I have ſent you a copy of 
the will, by which, tho” it is not very correct, you 
will ſee; that Poly ænus left ſeveral things for the 
ornament of this houſe; but thoſe alſo are loſt 

With all the reſt: I will however, make the ſtricteſt 
enquiry after them that I am able. 


"LETTER INXX VI Taajax Piu, 


1 Have no obje ection to the Proferſilt making uſe 
* f- the area together with the vacant houſe, 
Which you fay is fallen into ruins, for the ſirua- 
tion of their bath. But it is not ſufficientlyiclear 
by your letter, whether the temple in the center 
of the Piazza was actually dedicated to Claudius, 
or not; for if it were, it is Kill conſecrated 
ground *. 2. | 


And conſequently by the Roman has unapplicabl toany 
ether , 


| : | LE 1. | 
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LETTER LXXVII. To the 
Emperor TRAJAN. 


Have been preſſed by ſome, to take upon my- 
] ſelf the cognizance of cauſes relating to claims 
of freedom by birth-right, according to a reſcript 
of Domitian's to Minucius Rufus, and the practice 
of former Proconſuls. But upon caſting my eye 
on the decree of the ſenate concerning caſes of this 
nature, I find it only mentions * the Proconſular 
provinces. I therefore, Sir, defer intermeddling 


* 


in this affair, till I ſhall receive your commands 
how you would have me act. 1 i 
* The Roman provinces in the times of the Emperors, were 
of two ſorts ; thoſe. which were diſtinguiſhed by the name of 
the Provincie Ce/aris, and the Provinciæ Senatuss The Pra- 
vince Ce/aris,- or Imperial provinces, were ſuch as the Em- 
peror, for reaſons of policy, reſerved to his own immediate ad- 
miniſtration, or of thoſe whom he thought proper to appoint : 
The Provinciæ Senatus, or Proconſular provinces, were ſuch as 
he left to the government of Proconſuls, or Prætors, choſen in 
the ordinary method of election. [ Vid. Suet. in Aug. c. 44 n. 1.] 
Of the former kind was Bithynia, at the time when our 
author preſided there. Vid. Maden. vit. Plin. p. 133. 8 
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LE 1 1 E R . f E to PLixy, 


— 1 F you will ſend me 13 Her of the ſenate, 
which occaſioned your doubt, I ſhall be able to 
judge, whether you ought to take upon yourſelf 


Y the cognizance of cauſes relating to claims of free. 
dom by birth- right. 3 


E 


LETTER KIK. 27 the Empera Tale. 


F Ulius Largus, of the province of * „ 

(whom 1 never aw, nor indeed even heard of 
un lately) in confidence, Sir, of your diſtinguiſh 

ing judgment in my favor, has intruſted me with 

the execution of the laſt inſtance of his loyalty to. | 

wards you. He has left me by his will, his eftate | 

vpon truſt, in the firſt. place to receive out of it 

50,000 ſeſterces for my own Uſe, and to apply 

the remainder fas the benefit of the cities of He- 

raclea and Tiani, either for the erecting ſome pub- | 


4 Cu 

lic edifice 1 in honor'of your memory, or inſtituting to 

Athletic games, as T ſhall ſee proper. T heſe cit 

5 _ games ga 

* A province in Aſia, W upon the black ſea, and by gf 

ſome ancient geographers conſidered as one province with Bi to 
8 „ 

d About 4201. ſterling. | , W 


'c Cities of Pontus near the Euxine or black ſea. 


games are to be celebrated every five years, and 

called Trajan's games: Of this I thought i neceſ- 
bey ro-acquaine you ind for this reaſon chief 
that I may have your ſentiments how 1 ought to de. 


N | 3 * * 


. * 
f 1 3 a 


16 I . f 
44 *. : o * . 


LETTER, Lx Tuan, to Pun, 
es Fi W 10 2935 \ 


* the prudent choice Julius 'Largus This | 
IO a truſtee, one would imagine he had 
1.0 Þ You: will conſider then what 
will choft tend to the pefpetuating of his memory, 
according t the circumſtances of the reſpective 
places; r whatever you 8 e 8 51 


2 * „ ak, 14 6 e en mo py 1 


7 5 ry, 


LE TITER” XXX, To fo the Emer 07 True | 


ig 
1 ou: ated gat, Sir, to your + uſual pru- 

| dence, when you commanded the illuſtrious 
Culpurnius Macer to ſend à legionary centurion 
to Byzantium . You will conſider whether the 
city of Juliopolis does not deſerve the ſame re- 
gard, which tho? it is extremely ſmall, ſuſtains very | 
great burthens, and is ſo much the more expoſed 
to injuries, as it is leſs capable of reſiſting them. 
Whatever benefits you ſhall confer upon that city, 
Vor. II. _ E ml 


n Conſtantinople, | 8 
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will in effect be advantageous to the whole con. 


try: for it is ſituated at the entrance of Bithynia, 
and is the town thro'ꝰ Which all who travel! into tha 


| Province generally paſs. 


LE 8 1 E R l. eue to Punt, 


\H E circumſtances of the "Ay of 3 
are ſuch, by the great confluence of ſtrangen 
to it, that T thought myſelf obliged to honor it 
with a legionary oe” + guard, vn was al. 
ways granted to them in for mer I But if 
we ſhould diſtinguiſh the city of Phopolis in the 
fame manner, it will be introducing a ꝓrecedent for 
many others, whoſe claim to that favor will riſe in | 
proportion to their want of ſtrength. I have ſo 
much confidence, however, in your adminiſtration, 
as to believe you will omit no method of proted. 
ing them from injuries. If any ſhall act contrary 

to the diſcipline I have enjoined, let them be in- 

ſtantly corrected; or ſhould their crimes be too 
enormous for immediate chaſtiſement, if they hap- 
pen to be ſoldiers, I would have them ſent to their | 
officers, with an account of the particular miſde- 
meanor you ſhall find they have been guilty of; 
but if they are perſons who are returning to Rowe 
inform me by letter. 


FLET- | 


er Of PLINY: 63590 


1 * T TER LXXXIIL. To th 
AY" TRAJAN, 


br \ law of Fompey 8 concerning the Bithy- 

nians it is enacted, Sir, that no perſon ſhall 

exerciſe any magiſtracy, or be choſen into the ſe- 

nate under the age of thirty. By the ſame law it 

Is declared, that thoſe who have paſſed through ; 
the offices. of the commonwealth, ſhall be ſenators Ro St | 
of courſe. _ * Subſequent to this lay the Emperor 

Auguſtus publiſhed an edict, by which i it was or- 


5 
dained, that perſons of the age of twenty-two 


ſhould be capable of being magiſtrates. The 


queſtion therefore j is, whether thoſe ho have ex- 
erciſed the funckions of a magiltrate before 8 
age of thirty, may be legally chifen into the ſenate 
by the * Cenſors ? And if ſo, "whether, by the 
ſame kind of conſtruction, they may be elected 


T t 2 25 s 7 Ms: . ſenators, 


* FPompey the Great baring ſubdued Mithifieates, and by 1 
that means greatly enla the Roman empire, paſſed ſevera 
laws relating to the newly conquered provinces, and, among 


others, that Which is here — as Catanzs obſerves 
from Appian 


d The right of eleAiig | ſenators did not of ginally belong to 
the Cenſors, W 


ho were only, as Tully ſome where calls them, 
Guardians of the diſcipline and manners of the-city 5 but in 2 
teſs of time they engrofed the whole n of coy 0 


that hogor. 


* 


* 


* 
* 
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ſenators, . at the age when they are allowed to be! 
magiſtrates, tho' they have not actually borne any 
office? A cuſtom, it ſeems, which has hithero 
been obſerved; and is ſaid to be neceſſary, as it iz 
rather better that perſons of noble birth ſhould be 
admitted into the ſenate, than thoſe of Plebein 

rank. ''E he Cenſors elect having deſired my ſent; 
ments upon this Point, I was of c opinion, that both 
by the law of Pompey and the edict of Auguſtus 


55 thoſe who had exerciſed the magiſtrature before the 


age of thirty, might be choſen into the ſenate ; and 
for this reaſon, becauſe the edict allows the office of 
magiſtrate to be undertaken before thirty; ; and 
the law declares, that whoever has been, a mag 
ftrate, has a right to be a ſenator. But with re- 
ſpect to thoſe who never diſchar 0 d any office in 
the ſtate, tho the 0 were of the age required for that | 
purpoſe, I had ſme doubt: and therefore, Sir, 
apply to you for your directions. I have annexed 
to this letter the heads of the law, rogether vi with 
the nt 2 I: - | 
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L E T T E R — | Train to Puiny, 
„ | 
[ Agree with you, my dear Pliny, in your con- 
ſtruction; and am of opinion that the law of 
Pompey is ſo far repealed by the edict of the Em- 
peror Auguſtus, that thoſe perſons who are not leſs 
than twenty-two, years of age may execute the office 
of magiſtrates, and when they have, may be receiv- 
ed into the ſenate of their reſpective cities. But 2 
think thoſe who are under thirty years of age, and 
| have not diſcharged the function of a magiſtrate, 
cannot, upon Pretehice that in point of years they 
might have done fo, clauma place in the ſenate or 
1 ſeyeral commanities. 9 — 4 7. 


* * 
wy 


LETTER LXXXV. To the 


Emperor Tan JAN. 


HILST I was diſparching f ſome public 
affairs, Sir, at Prufa * „with an intention 
of waving that city the ſame day, the magiſtrate 
Aſclepiades informed me, that Eumolpus had ap- 
pealed to me from a motion which Cocceianus 
Dion made i in their ſenate. * it ſeems, hav- 
wed £3. „ ing 
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Archippus, inſiſted that Dion ſnould firſt be re. 
Work, before it was aſſigned to the corporation 
manner he ought. He took notice at the fame 
time, that this building, in which your ſtatue is 
erected, was made uſe of alſo for the burial © of 


the dead, the bodies of Dion's wife and ſon being 
(as he aſſerted) there depoſited and petitioned 


ſion aſſigned to him. 


the uncovered veſſels that ſtood in the ſame room. [Vid Pet 


ing been appointed ſuperviſor of a public edifice, 


deſired that it might be aſſigned to the city in 


form. Eumolpus, who was counſel for Flavius 
quired to deliver in his accounts , relating to this 


ſuggeſting he had not performed his duty in the 


that I would hear this cauſe in thepublic tribunal, 


Upon my complying with his requeſt, and defer. | 
ring my journey for that purpoſe, he deſired | 
longer day in order to prepare the cauſe, and that 
I would try it in ſome other city. I appointed 


che city of Nicta, where, when I took my ſeat, 
| _ Eumol- 


This, probably, was ſome act whereby the city was to ra. 
tify and confirm the proceedings of Dion under the conn 


© It was a notion which generally prevailed with the an- 


cients, in the Jewiſh as well as Heathen world, that there was 
a pollution in the sontact of dead bodies, and- this they ex- 


tended to the very houſe in which the corpſe lay, and even to 


Antig. v. 2. 188.) From ſome ſuch opinion as this it is pro- 


bable, that the circumſtance here mentioned of placing Tra- | 


an's ſtatue where theſe bodies were depoſited, was ks eee * 
a mark of avs cont to bis perſon. | | 


. 
8 
5 


81 1 . ; 
at * 


ge — not to be yet ſufficiently 
inſtructed, moved that the trial might be again 
put off: Dion, on the contrary, inſiſted it ſhould | 
be heard. - They debated this point, very fully on 
both ſides, and entered a little into the merits of 
the cauſe ; when being of opinion, that it was rea- 
ſonable it ſhould be adjourned, and thinking it 
proper to adviſe with you in an affair which was 
of conſequente in point of example, I directed 
them to give in the articles of their reſpective al- 
legations in writing; for I was deſirous you 
ſhould judge from their own' words, of what was 
offered on each part This Dion promiſed to do, 
25 Eumolpus alſo aſſured me he would draw up in 
writing what he had to alledge on the part of the 
community. But he added, that being only 
concerned as advocate en behalf of Archippus, 
whoſe inſtructions he had laid before me, he had 
nothing to charge with reſpect to the ſepulchres. 
Archippus however, for whom Eumolpus was 
counſel here, as at Pruſa, undertook to preſent 
an accuſation upon this head in writing. But 
neither Eumolpus nor Archippus (tho 1 have 
waited ſeveral days for that purpoſe) have yet per- 
formed their engagement: Dion indeed has; 
and I have annexed his memorial to this letter: 
1 have taken a view myſelf of the buildings, 
where I find your ſtatue 1s placed in a library; i 
a T jo 4 W and 
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and as to the edifice, which. i: ſuppoſed to contain 
the bodies of Dior : mile and ſon, it ſtands In the 
middle of an area, which! 18 ſurrounded with a colo- 
| nade. 1 particularly therefore intreat you, Sir, to 
direct my judgment. in the determination of this 
cauſe above all others, as it is a point to which the 
world! 18 greatly attentive., And, indeed, it highly 


deſerves. a very mature deliberation, ſince. the fact 


is not only acknowledged, but bs by 
. many , 2 


£5; ; : * 
2 l 
4 : 


L E T TER L * aan to vn, 
8 you dl dae ere Fling, i it Ahe fixed 
A= maxim of my government not to create en 
awe of my perſon by ſevere s and rigorous mea- | 
ſures, and by conſtruing ever light offence | 
into an act of treaſon, there was no occaſion for | 
you to heſitate a moment upon the point, con- 
cerning which you thought proper to conſult me. 
Without. entering therefore into that queſtion, 
(to which I would by no means give any atten- 
tion, tho' there were ever ſo many inſtances of the 
ſame kind) I recommend to your cate the exami- 
| nation of Dion's accounts relating to the public 
works ww 1 has ne as it is A caſe in 
1 we 


* 4 


Bock W 2 Or NIN N Bog 


which the intereſt of the city is concerned, and as 
Dion neither ought, nor indeed does refuſe, to 
ſubmit to the inqvif᷑ rt... 


L E LY T E R LXXXVIL To the Emperor 
a noe EEE os 50 f 

T1 HE Niceans babisg conjured. me, „Sir, by 
(What is, and ought to be, moſt ſacred to 

me) your proſperity and immortal glory, to pre- 
ſent to you their petition; I did not think myſelf 
at liberty to refuſe them: I have therefore encloſed 
i in rhis ec N my 


To E T T * R Lxxxvit. ele to Pun; 


THE . 1 find, claim a . by an 
cdict of Auguſtus, to the eſtate of every 
citizen Who dies inteſtate. . You will therefore 
ſummon the ſeveral parties intereſted in this que- 
ſtion, and! with the affiſtance of Epimachus and 
Gemellinus, my Procurators (having duly weigh- 
ed every argument: that ſhall be alledged againſt 


the claim) Getermin! as Malk Spear? wen re 
able. . | | 


160 


Il Tz 
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I. ETT ER LXXXIX. To the Emperor 
TEINS: 


M this and many Seeed birth- en 
be attended, Sir, with the higheſt felicity 


to you; and may you, in the midft of an uninter. 
rupted courſe of health and proſperity, be ſtill add. 

ing to the increaſe of that immortal glory, wick 
Your: virtues July merit 1775 


I. ET T ER XC. F to Privy, | 


-OUR withes: my dear Pliny, for my en- 


the glory and proſperity of the republic, » were ex · 
; tremaly agreeable to me. | 


LETTER l Tote Emperor Tat. 


PHE city of * Sinope is ill e Sir, 
uuith water, which however may be brought 
thither from about ſixteen miles diſtance in great 
plenty and perfection. The ground indeed, near 


the ſource of this ſpring, is, for ſomething more 
than 


2 In the province of Pontica. 


joyment of many happy birth - days amidſt 
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than a mile, of a very ſofc and marſhy nature ; 
but I have dire&ed an examination to be made 
(which will be done at a ſmall expence) whether 
it is capable of bearing any ſuperſtructure. I have 
taken care to provide a ſufficient fund for this pur- 
poſe, if you ſhall approve, Sir, of a work ſo con- 
ducive to the health and pleaſure of this and 
greatly diſtreſſed by a TRE of water. 


* E T T E R XCII. Trajax / to Pry. : 


„ & > 


J Would have you proceed, my dear Pliny, in 
1 carefully examining, whether the ground you 
ſuſpect, is firm enough to ſupport an aquæduct. 
For I have no manner of doubt that it is proper the 


city of Sinope ſhould be ſupplied with water; pro- 
vided their finances will bear the expence of a 


Vork ſo conducive to their health and pleaſure, 


LETTER XCIIL To he Emperor Tn Ian. 
HE free and confederate city of * Audits 


enjoys, by your indulgence, the privilege | 


of its own laws. A memorial being preſented to 


A colony of Athenians in the province of Pontica, 


I 
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me there, concerning. a charitable ſociety, 1 
have encloſed it in this letter, that you may con. 
ſider, Sir, whether, and how far, theſe e 
are to be n or RR 


LETTER, XCIV. Tall 4% Pliur. 


IF a charitable ſociety be agreeable to the laws 


of the Amiſenians, which by the articles of 
alliance 1 it is ſtipulated they ſhall enjoy, I ſhall not 
oppoſe it; eſpecially if theſe contributions are em 


ployed, not for the purpoſes of riot and faction, 


but for the ſupport of the indigent. In other 


cities however, which are ſubject to our laws, I 


would have all Almblics of this nature _—_ 


bird. 


» The 1 Caſaubon, in nis obſervations upon Theo- 


phraſtus (as cited by one of the commentators) informs us that 
there were at Athens and other cities of Greece, certain fra- 
ternities, which paid into a common cheſt. a monthly contribu- 
tion towards the ſupport of ſuch of their members who had 
fallen info misfortunes ; upon condition, that if ever they ar- 


rived to more proſperous circumſtances, oy ſhould wy into 


the general fund the money; ſo advanced, 


f 
F - f 


LET: 


„„4„6%⸗%4„B'õns en rn  R = F\ 


LET T ER xcv. * 2. the Emperor Tanga: 


Ueghius Tranguillus, Su. is a "perſon of great 

merit and learning, as well as of noble birth. 
I was fo much pleaſed with his turn and manners, 
it I long ſince received him into my family; 
and my alfection for him {till increaſed the more 
diſcovered of his character. Two reaſons concur 


to make the priyikg 4 + which, the law grants to 
| Ton dt oy in od OTH thoſe. 


y the law for encouragement of matrimony (fome account 


of which has already been given in the notes above) as a pe- 
nalty upon thoſe Who lived batchelors, they were declared in- 
capable of inheriting any legacy by will, ſo likewiſe if bein 
married, they had no children, the could not claim the full 
advantage of benefactions of Pinay # 

Juvenal very humorouſly urges his gallantries in his friend's fa- 
mily, as a meritorious om” of ſervicewhich he had done him. 


Nullum ergo meritum elt, ingrate perfide, nullum, Fx 
Nuod 1ibi fliolus, wel filia naſcitur ex ine . — 1 
Jura parentis habes; propter me ſcriberis heres; b 


Legatum omne 5 necnon 8 _ 5 


Sat. of v. 82. &c. 
| * 7 f . 
And ow'ft thou nothing ew. 13 . 
That from my loins you ſons and daughters ſee . 1 
A parent's re by me you gain, 1 
| And 3 rie legacy 1 in full obtain, | | 


5 Pliny e alludes to "his law, when he nongibud 3 .the 


bounties of Tranquillus's deceaſed friends, as one reaſon why 
it was expedient for him to obtain the jus trium kberorum, viz. 


in order to entitle him to the full benefit of their rel bes 


Melis. 
1 Lipfii excurſ. i in Tac. an. 3. © 24. f 


ind: + Thus Nævolus in 


8 . 
— — —— — * — 2 7 — 2 — - — 
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thoſe who have three children, extremely neceſſary 
to him; the bounty of his friends, and ill ſuc. 
ceſs of his marriage. Thoſe advantages therefore 
which nature has denied to him, he hope to ob. 
tain from your goodneſs, by means of my inter. 
ceſſion. I am thoroughly ſenſible, Sir, of the va. 
lue of the favor I am aſking ; but I know I thi 
| making this requeſt to one, whoſe gracious com- 
pliance with all my deſires I have amply experi. 
enced. How paſſionately I wiſh to obtain this fa- 
vor, you will judge by my thus requeſting it in 
my abſence, which I ſhould not have done, had it 
been a point wherein I am ay, commonly ſolt- 
citous. 


Lo == 5 
LETTER XCVI. Trajan 70 Pm 
OV cannot but know, my dear Pliny, how 
reſerved I am in granting favors of this 


kind, having frequently declared in the ſenate, 1 


that I had not exceeded the number which J afſur- 
ed that illuſtrious order I would be contented with. 
I have yielded, however, to your requeſt and! have 
directed an article to be inſerted in my regiſter, 
that I have conferred upon Tranquillus, on my u- 
| ſual conditions, the privilege which the law grants 
to thoſe who have three children, | 
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LETTER * xcviI. To the Emperor 
TRrajan. 


Ira me Sir, which I inviolably obſerve, to 
refer myſelf to you in all my doubts; for who 
is more capable of removing my ſcruples, or in- 


ſent at any trials concerning thoſe who profeſs 
Chriſtianity, IT am unacquainted not only with 
the nature of their crimes, or the meaſure of their 
puniſhment, but how far i It 1s proper to enter in- 
to an examination concerning them. Whether 
therefore any difference is. uſually made with re- 
ſpect to the ages of the guilty, or no diſtinction 
is to be obſerved between the young and the 
adult; whether repentance intitles them to a par- 
don; or if a man has been once a Chriſtian, it a- 
valls nothing to deſiſt from his error; whether the 
very profeſſion of Chriſtianity, unattended with 
any criminal act, or only. che crimes themſelyes i In- 


herent | 


» This letter is eſteemed as almoſt the only genuine monu- 
went of eccleſiaſtical antiquity relating to the times immedi- 
ately ſucceeding the Apoſtles, it being wrote at moſt not above 
forty years after the death of St. Paul. It was preſerved by 
the Chriſtians themſelves as a clear and unſuſpicious evidence 
of the purity of their doctrines; and is frequently appealed to 
by the early writers of the charch againſt the calumnies _ 
their W | 


forming my ignorance ? Having never been pre- 


* 


— ——— 


— 


r 
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672 THE LETTERS Book x. 
herent in the profeſſion are puniſhable ; in all theſe 
points I am greatly doubtful, 'In the mean white 
the method I have obſerved towards thoſe who 
have been brought before me as Chriſtians, i; 
this: 1 interrogated them whether they were 
Chriſtians; if they confeſſed, 1 repeated the que. 
ſtion' twice "agar, adding threats at the ſame 
time; wheß, if they ſtill perſevered, I ordered 


perftiaded, Whatever the nature of their opinions 
ff ight" be, a contumacious and inflexible obſti- 

nacy certaitily deſerved correction. There were 
others. alſo brought before me poſſeſſed with the 


| fate Infarhation, but being citizens of Rome, 


1 directed them to be carried thither, But this 
7 crime ſpreading (as is Uſually the caſe) while it 


was actually w under proſecution, ſeveral inſtances 
of the fame nature occurred. An information 


was preſented to me without any name ſubſcribed, 
containing a charge againſt ſeveral perſons, who 
upon examination denied they were Chriſtians, or 
had ever been ſo. They repeated after me an in- 
vocation to the gods, and offered religious rites 
ply with 


d It was one of the ens. s of a Roman Saen, ſecured 
the Sempronian law, that he could not be ae convict· 
d but by the ſuffrage of the people, which ſeems to ave been 


| Nil ſo far in force, as to make it — to Fad the perfors 
here mentioned to Rome, 


them to be immediately puniſhed : for I was 
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with wine and frankintenſe before your ſtatue; 
(which for the purpoſe I had ordered to be brought 
together with thoſe of the gods) and even reviled 
the name of Chriſt: whereas there is no forcing, 
it is ſaid, thoſe ho ate really Chriſtians, into a 
compliance with any of theſe articles: I thought 
proper therefore to diſcharge them. Some among 
thoſe who were accuſed by a witneſs in perſon, 
at firſt confeſſed! themſelves Chriſtians, but im- 

mediately after denied it; whilſt the reſt own d 
indeed that they had been of that number for- 

merly, but had now (ſome above three, others 
more, and a few above twenty years ago) forſaken 
that error. They all worſhipped your ſtatue and 
the images of the gods, throwing out imprecations 
at the ſame time againſt the name of Chriſt. They | 
affirmed; the whole of their guilt, or their error, 

was, that they met on a certain ſtated day before it 
was light, and addreſſed themſelves in a form of 
prayer to Chriſt, as to ſome God, binding them- 
ſelves by a ſolemn oath, not for the purpoſes of 

any wicked deſign; but never to commit any 
fraud, theft, or adultery, never to falſify their word, 
nor deny a truſt when they ſhould be called upon 
do deliver it up; after which, it was their cuſtom 
to ſeparate, and chen reaſſemble, to eat in common 
a harmleſs meal. > BW, this e however, 
You, II. luz a Un u Ya 47; they 


— — —— — 


having already extended, and being ſtill Hkely to 


Phcebe mentioned b y St. Pa 
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they deſiſted after the publication of my edict, by 
which, according to your! orders, E forbade the 
meeting of any aſſemblies. After receiving this 
account, I judged it ſo much the more neceſſary o 
endeavor to extort the real truth, by putting two 


female ſlaves to the torture who were ſaid: to ad. 


miniſterꝰ in their religious functions: but 
could diſoover nothing more than an abſurd and 


exceſſive ſuperſtition. I thought proper therefore 
td adjourn all farther proceedings in this affair, 
in order to conſult with you. For it appears to 
de a matter highly deſerving your conſideration; 


more eſpecially as great numbers muſt be involved 
ur the danger of theſe proſecutions, this enquiry 


extend, to perſons of all ranks and ages, and even 


of both ſexes; For this contagious ſuperſtition is 
not confined to the cities only, but has ſpread 


its infection among the country villages, Never. 
theleſs, it ſtill ſeems poſſible to remedy this evi 


and reſtrain its progreſs. The temples, at leaſt, | 
which were-once Res. r be 


5 / g 11 

ro {IK omen; it is fag d reiſ the 1 
won po A 1 Dear Deaconeſs of the 

church of Cenchrei. Their buſineſs 10, tand the poor end 

fick, and other charitable offices ; as alſo, to aſſiſt at the cere, 


mony of female baptiſm, for the more decent pexformance of 
that rite ; : a8 Voſſus obſerves you this paſſage. 1 00 


aſi; and the ſacred code, iter A 
long intermiſſion, ate again revived ; "While thete is 
a general demand for the victrttis, Which fot ſotnt 
time paſt have met with but few” pürchaſers. 
From hence it is eaſy to imagine, what numbers 

might be reclaimed from this error, if a pardon 
were granted to'thoſe who: ſhall war 


4 
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Tas, method. wb ct purſued, my "Jour 
Pliny, in the, proceedings. againſt. thoſe 
Chriſtians which were brou ght before Jou, is ex. 
tremely proper; as it is hot polible to lay down 

any fixed plan by which to act in all cafes of this 
nature. But I would not have you officiouſly 
enter into an enquiries, concerning 1 N. If in⸗ 
deed they, ſhould be brought before Jod, and 
the crime is proved, they muſt be punithed ; * * 
with the reſtriction however hat where the party 


6 Beal LA be "a SHR, A tall 
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we ſhald find ir to have: been grounded on the aheient cont- 
tution of the ſtate, and nox d hu proteeded from à _ — 

arbitrary tem per in Trad. The Romney A ap 
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make. it evident that he is not, by invoking. our 
$3 Gods, let him (notwithſtanding. any former {vc 
* picion) be pardoned upon his repentance. Ii. 
1 formations without the accuſer's name ſubſcribed, 


| SET Get) + G11 419 ogformaatt td 
worſhip ; and, we find the magiſtrates, during the old repub. 
lic, frequently interpoſing in caſes of that nature. Valerius 
Maximus has collected ſome inſtances to that purpoſe, 
IL. 1. c. 3.) and Livy mentions it as an eſtabliſhed principle of 
the earlier ages of the commonwealth, to guard . the in. 
traduction of foreign ceremonies of religion. Qucties (ſays that 
excellent hiſtorian, ſpeaking in the perſon of one of the conſul; 
who is addrefling himſelf to the people) guaties hoc patrum av- 
rumęue ætute negotium eſt magiſtratibus datum, ut .facra extern 
Feri vetarent) Judicabant enim prudentiſſimi viri—nibil #qu 
difſolvendz religionis g, quam ubi non patrio, ſed extern ritu 
faerificaretur, [L. 39. C. 16.] It was an old and fixed maxim 
likewiſe of the Roman government, not to ſuffer any unlicenſed 
aſſemblies of the people: and of this Livy alſo is a voucher: 
Najores weftri (ſays he) ne wes pig niſi quum, &c. forte temere 
coire noluerunt; & ubicunque multitudo efſet, ibi et legitimum rett- 
rem multitudinis cen ſebant debere g, [L. 36. c. 25 Fm 
hence it ſeems evident, that the Chriſtians had rendered them- 
felves obnoxious (not ſo much to Trajan, as) to tlie ancient and 

| ſettled laws, of the ſtate, by introducing a foreign-worſhip, and 
aſſembling themſelves without authority. bs 


| 7 2 i 
Pg * - Fig 1 — Pa Kt * ; 4 o * 


7 
14.144171 4 


We are not therefore to date of the proceedinpsiniquel- 
tion, by the rules we ſhould apply to caſes, of the mg nature 
in bor own times. The eſtabliſhed religion of the Romans 
was no other, in the judgment and confeſſion of their beſt 
writers, than an engine of ſtate, which could not be ſhaken 
without the utmoſt danger, or rather, perhaps, without the 
total [ſubverſion of their civil government. Agcordingly ve 
find them ſtrongly inculcating a tenacious obſervance of all its 
rites: Majermm inflituta tuers (ſays: Cicero). ais cer | 
6 22 retinenai m fapientis et. [De Leg.] Nor: ie this prin- 
_ ciple, if the obſervation of the celebrated Machiavel is ju, 
peculiat to the Roman ſtate, but of univerſal truth in — 
"70 I TE LT es es ſor 
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ought not to be received in proſecutions of 
any ſort, as it ĩs introducing a very dangerous pre- 
cedent, and by no means agreeable to the equity of 
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for he lays it down as a Foz maxins, that 6 wherever the 
« Religion of * falls into diſregard and contempt, it is 
« impoſſible for ſtate to ſubſiſt long.” ¶ Mach. Diſcorſi ſapra 


— 


at 


| tit. Liv.] This caſe therefore is to be conſidered in a civil, not 
6 a religious view; as a matter of ſtate, not of ſpeculation; 
; wherein the lenity and moderation both of the Emperor and 


his miniſter deſerve to be applauded, as they are neither of 
them for puſhing the matter as far as they moſt certainly 
might, had they ated ſtejQly up to the axcievr|and_/indimontal 
laws of their county. CN ha . 
The circumſtanee that attended the Chriſtian aſſemblies being 
held at an unuſual hour, {ante lucem, as Pliny tells us) ſeems. 
to have raiſed a ſurmiſe that they were of the Bacchanalian' 
kind, For it is extremely obſervable, that in the account 
which the Chriſtians here give of the true deſign of their meet- 
ing, they juſtify themſelves from the very crimes with whieh 
the Bacchanalians had been charged; intimating, it ſhould 
ſeem, that they themſelves had been taxed with the ſame: + 
ſacramento non ad ſcelus aliqued obſtringere; Jed ne furta, ne latro- 
cinia, ne adulteria committerent, ne fidem fallerent, &c. which runs 
exactly parallel with the accuſation again the Bacchanalians, 
as it ſtands in Livy : Nec unum genus, noxæ, ſlupra promiſcua, &c. 
fed falſi teftes, faia figna teftimoniaque & indicia ex eadem officing 
e IEENO ET Hor 1 T 
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LEPPER XCIX: en apo rie 


P f E alone ad Wasa city af + * 

ſtris, Sir, has, among other capital buildings, 
a moſt” noble and extenſtve piazzaa. On one 
entire ſide of this ſtructure runs, what 1 is called 
indeed a river, but in fact is no othet than à yile 
common ſhore, extremely offenſive to the eye, and 
a the ſame. time very unwholſome by its noxious 
ſmell. It will be advantageous therefore in point 
of health, as well asgrnament;'to have i it covered; 
which ſhall be done, with your permiſſion ; 2861 
will take gare on my part, that money be not 
wanting for Executing 0 byes and neceſſary 3 


: \ 6 „ via +3. v4 
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LETTER 0. raus # Plans, 


TY is RAE 8 my dear Pliny, if the 
water, which runs thro? the city of Amaſtris is 
prejudicial to the health of the inhabitants, that it 
ſhould be covered. I am well aſſured, you will, 
with your uſual application, take care that the 
money neceſſary for this work ſhall not be wanting, 


e Situated on the black ſea, in the province of Pontus. 
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LET: 


are 


deſerves. 5 


5 hoc 6 Gods, fo for. my welfare, 


OF7 PEEN Ya „ 679% 


þ 73 x P Barna: - 8, Fr * xv y > * 
N * o 


LE « T BR Cel. 2 ;be | Emperar 8 
E have | wy "Br, it great joy and ala- 
crity, the vows which we offered up for 


you the, Jaſt..year ; and have again publicly re- 


newed them, affiſted by the army and provincials. 
We implored the Gods to preſerve yon and the 
republic 1 in ſafety and Proſperity, with, that Pe⸗ 
culiar mark of their bounty, which not only your 
other many and great virtues, but particularly 
your diſtinguibed piety and reverence of them, 2 
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Is was very agreeable to ; me to. 52 by your 
letter, that the Army and the _ provincials & y 


ads 130 XN 1140 


conded vou With great joy and 54 50 85 „ 


| thoſe vows which you | paid and rene ue to the I 
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LETTER CIII. T the Emperor TRAJAN. 
Ty inet. {09 ood at- Eng Ls PET agig 2 «-'v * 2 
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ought, che. day. in whicky by a.very re 

been, the een of KR was tran 
bete cow Mag pts 11/7 e, ere 
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& THE LETTERS Bodk K 
ferred to you; recommending to the Gods, 


of our public vows and congratulations. 


except one, I intreat you to grant the freedom of 


this favor to more, would, I fear, be too unte - 
ſonable a treſpaſs upon your indulgence 1 which, 


from whom you received the empire, che objeg 


a. 
\ 
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I Was Greuel well-pleaſed to be informed by 

your jetter, that you had, at the head of the 
ſoldiers and the provincials, ſolemnized my acceſ. 
fioh to the empire, with all e r and; zeal. 


* % 


L E T-T E R CV. 7 0 the Emperor r 


F Alerius Paulinas, Sir, habit left me his 
right of patronage over all his freedmen, 


Rome to three of them. To deſire you to extend 


e 


| COT much 


[3 . % * 1 * . , * 2 
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* By hs Papian law, which h nated in the 8 of 
« Papius 1 a 'Q.. Poppeas. Secundus, U. C. 


as I have Ou: . 1 . to be fo 


dman died w rth & hundred thouſand ſeſterces, 05 115 
Rs our — Lag only one child; his patron, (that 
maſter from whom he received his liberty) was entitled 
$0 delt bis eſtate ; if he left two children, to one third; but if 
than two, then the patron was abſolutely excluded. 
"his was afterwards altered Y Juſtinian, ft, I. 3. tit, 8. 


* SE - IM. 


A 


Wold GE PLING b 
much the more cautious in troubling.” The per- 
ſons for whom I make this requeſt : arc, C.) Valerſus 
Eſtiæus, C. Valerius en us, and C. Valetivs 
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8 it is very generous of you to conſult the in- 
tereſt of thoſe whom Valerius Paulinus Has 
confided to your truſt, I cannot but encourage your | 


good intentions. 1 have therefore given the free- 
dom of the city to thoſe perſons for whom you re- 


queſted i It, and have directed tlie grant to Be 1 reg · i 


ſter' d: I am ready to do the ſame for the reſt, when- 
ever r you _ cena me. e eee eee P 
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Accius Aquila, Gee of the ſurth Ee 
. trian cohort, requeſted me, Sir, to wanne 


LETTER ein. 4 "the Emperor Thai 


his petition to you, in favor vf bis dauglfter. 1 


thought it would be unkind to refuſe him * 
good office, knowing, as I do, with what patience 
and humanity Tow receive the ie pee of the el. 


diers. Fe UT 
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Hare read + the en of P. Accics Aquils, 
captain of the ſixth equeſtrian cohort, which 


you ſent to me; and in compliance with his te. 


queſt, 1 have given his daughter the freedom of 
the gay df Rome. I ſend you at che ſame time the 


, en will deliver to , 5 
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of Bithynia and Pontus, either for rent, or goods 


fold, or upon any other conſideration. I find they 
| have a privilege granted to them by ſeveral Pro. 
5 anf of being prefer d t o bother tedirdrs ind 


pliſhed hy-law- Your. prodence, 1 ed 
think it neceſfary;40, enact ſome ſettled rule, 1 


which their rights may always be ſecured. F or the 
| ordinances of ather Sp hawever. wiſely founded, are 


hut feeble ang: temporary: expedients, unleſs con | 
firmed by Four ee | ib 
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Beg, Sir, your direfions with reſpect to the re = 
covering thoſe debts which are due to the cities 


— at ah. — PL BOON Ytoad 72 © 
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315 
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Tat = by: which the cities either of Pony 
or Bithynia are to be governed, in the reco 


very of debts of Whatever kind, due to their ſeve-. 
ral communities, myſt be deter mined agreeably o 
their reſpectiye laws,, Where any on of them enjoy | 
the privilege of being prefer'd to other creditory, it, 
muſt he obſerved; but, where no ſuch privilege 
prevails, it is not juſt CEC wer in 
cm of privats property: . eee alga) 


Ne 
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T ſolicitor to the treaſury of the. eity of 
_ *  Amifis laid a claim, Sir, before me againſt. 
Julius Piſo of about 40,000 * 5 denarii, which were. 
given him by the public above twenty yeays ago, 
with the conſent, of the. general council. and aflem-. 
bly of the city! and he founded his demand upon 
certain of your edicts, by vhich donations of this 
kind are prohibited. Piſo, on the other hand, aſ- 
ſerted that he had confer'd large ſums of money 
upon the community, and indeed, had expended 
that way, almoſt his whole eſtate. He inſiſted 


upon 


— 


io 
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upon the length of time which had intervened ſince 


this donation, and hoped that he ſhould not be 


compelled, to the ruin of the remainder | of his 
fortunes, to refund a ſum, which had been; orant- | 
ed him long ſince, f in return for many good offices 
he had done to the city. For this reaſon, Sir, 1 


thought it neceſſary to ſuſpend giving any judg- 


ment i in chis cauſe, til 1 ſhall re receive GTO dire. 


tions. 


Ay ( 


5 The tranflator has TI to give this ; ſenſe to reli 
dignitatis. It is, he confeſſes, a very uncommon, E the 
ſingle inſtance of the word te, being uſed in that mean- 
ing; ſtill, however, the context, together with the epithet 

which 1s joined with it, will, he imagines, clearly juſtify him. 
There is nathing i in the nature of this caſe to make it reaſon · 
able to ſuppoſe, that che di gnity of Julius Piſo ſhould be im- 


eached : as little is it to be collefted from any thing contained 


1h this letter, or Trajan's anſwer, The adjective reliqua being 
5 to dignitas, removes every ſuſpicion of 1525 fignifyin h 
nur (as the ingenious French tranſlator Monſ. cy, oF by 


humble copier the Italjan 'Tedeſchi, have render'd it) for honor 
ſcarce admits of fractions, and there can be no remainder after- 


a ſubſtraQion of that kind. The truth, it an ſeem, is, that 


as the value of a man's eſtate was, among the Romans, a ne- 

ceſſary qualification to render him capable 6f the 2 of 

the commonwealth, our author, by a figure of 8 puts 
dignitas for fatulla:; the conſequent (to ſpeak in the 1 

of the nnen nn = 
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L E T 1 E R exit.  Twaja to Pim. 


no largeſſes ſhall be given out of the public 


money; yet, that numberleſs private perſons may 
not be diſturbed in the ſecure poſſeſſion of their 
fortunes, thoſe donations which have been made 
long ſince, ought not to be called i in queſtion or 
revoked. We will not therefore enquire into any 
thing that has been tranſacted in this affair fo long : 
ago as twenty years; for I would be no leſs atten- 
tive to ſecure the repoſe of every private man, 


chan the treaſure: of every public community. 
e e 
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LETTER eri Tock ee ru, 
= ; "H E Pompeian law, Sir, which i is obſerved 


in Pontus and Bithynia, does not direct that 


any money ſhould be given by thoſe who are eleck. 
ed into the public council by the Cenſors. It has 
however been uſual for ſuch members as have been - 
admitted into thoſe aſſemblies, in purſuance of che 
privilege which you were pleaſed to grant to ſome 
particular eities, of Wee above their legal 
number, to pay? one or tw. choufand Jenaril, 
1 | Subſequent | 


v About 291. © and 581, Sten. 


'H oY by. my edicts 1 have e chat 


OE <6 O 
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i AS * 


. re ma | þ £7 
for each member, who | is elected } into the coundl! 


you, *whoſe every word and a ation deſerves | immor. 


tality, to give laws that ſhall bor ever be Perma 
nent. 35 


made members of their reſpective councils ſhall 
Pay. an honorary fee upon their admittance, or not. 


| thoſe who are choſen, into the gs 
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Subſequent to this, the Proconſul Anicius Maxi. 
mus ordained (tho? indeed his edift extended t, 
ſome few cities only) that thoſe who were eleQted 
by the'Cenfors fliould alfo pay inro the treafury 

certain ſum, ficht Varied in dlfferent places. It 
therefore for your confideration, whether 
it ufd hot be proper to ſettle a certain fixed ſun 


to pay upon his entrance for it well becomes 


# ? ? 
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Ic give 50 general diredtiond ppcible to all 
the cities. of Bithynia, whether thoſe. who arc 


It ſeems beſt therefore, in this caſe, Awhat indeed 
upon all occaſions i is the ſafeſt way) to leave each 


city to its reſpective laws. But I think; however, 


that the Cenſors ought to ſet the ſum lower to 


their ES than to the reſt. 


„ 
e Sir Goof 
1 K - 
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vided they are not foreigners j but belong vd ſome 
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Tx — — Sir, allows N Bi 
nians to give the freedom of their ches 
cities ta whateder perſons they think proper, pre- 


of the | cities of this province, 13, The ſame law ſpe- 
cifies the particular cauſes for which the Cenſbrs 


may expel any memberthe ſenate; amongſt which 
number, that of being a foreigner is not mention- 
ed. Certain of the Cenſorsi therefore havedefired = 
my ſentiments, whether they ought to expel a moni: 


ber if he ſuoulch happen to be a ſoreignef. Nut 
thought it neceſfary to receive phe inſtructions ĩ 4 


this caſe; not only becauſe the lau law; though it for. 
bids foreigners to he admitted citizens, dees net 
direct a ſenator to be expelled for the ſame reaſon, 
but becauſe J am informed, that there is in every 


city ſeveral members of their council, who,are in 
theſe circumſtances. Tf therefore this clauſe of 8 


+ 


5 te be antiquated by a long 


the law, wh 


cuſtom to the contrarys. ſheuld be: Jinforceds many 2 
cities, as well; as private perſons, will beithrown 
into great confuſion. I have Annen 


of this law to my letter. 
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op E TTER CXVI. Txrajan to Piixy. 


be doubtful what deciſion to give to the en. 
quiry- .of the Cenſors; whether they might elea 


into the ſenate, foreign citizens; tho! of the fame 
Jong. cuſtom, ' prevailing againſt it on the other, 
might well throw you into a ſtate of ſuſpence. 


de? The authority of law on one ſide, and 


The proper mean to obſerve in this caſe, will be, 
to make no change in what is paſt, but to ſuffer 


thoſe ſenators who are already elected, though con · 
trary to law, to keep their ſeats, to whatever city 
they may belong; in all future elections, however, 


to purſue the directions of the Pompeian-law: for 


to extend its influence Wan tack muſt n 
en, 0) Er ont n Bo 
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* 4 OTH Fi STR "7 a 
, T3403 , kd 3 „ fas d $f $543 (318 1 21 140 4 


LET TER cuil. 2 the Emperor T 0 


1 


| 15 cuſtomary here upon any perfot's taking the 


. manly robe, ſolemnizing his marriage, entering 


uvpon the office of a magiſtrate, or dedicating any | 
1 work, to invite the whole ſenate; together | 


239! n 3 vgl «with 


A n See note p. 22. 
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7 O U might very reaſonably, my dear Pliny, 


— , c 


an 


r 


upon theſe occa 


thouſand perſons, and two. e * to che would 
amount to Kwan $05 fterl.... ba Ed a 4 
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with a conſiderable part of the commonalty, and 
diſtribute to each of the company one or two de- 


narii. I beg you would. inform me, whether you 


think proper this ceremony ſhould be obſerved, or 
how far you approve of it. For myſelf, tho' I am 


of opinion, that upon, ſome occaſions, eſpecially 


thoſe of public. feſtivals, this Kind of invitations 


may be permitted; yet when they are carried fo 


far as to draw together a thouſand | pefſons, and 
ſometimes more, it is going, I fear, beyond a rea- 


ſonable number, and has ſomerbing the apprarancg : 


of ambidene e | 


170 1 * # 3 * ( 1 


L E T T ER CxvIn. an to Puaxy, 


Þ* is « ah juſtice you apprebend, that theſe 
public invitations, which extend to an unrea- 
ſonable number of people, and where the dole is 


diſtributed, not ſingly to a few acquaintance, but as 


it were to whole collective bodies, may be turned 


to the turbulent purpoſes of ambition. But 1 


have made choice of your prudence, jn the perſua- 


ſion that you, would take proper meaſures for regu- 


lating the manners, and ſettling the peace of this 
Re | 


7 ” „ ur. 


2 Abe —— of our money. The ſum difiributed 
ns, ſuppoſing the aſſembly. to, conſiſt of a 
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1 E T T E R 8 25 0 the „ Tala. 


HE Athletic victors, Sir, in the * Iſelalie 
games, think they ought to receive the 
prize you have eſtabliſhed for the" conquerors at 
thoſe combats on the day they are crowned for it | 
15 not at all material, they ſay, what time they Were 
triumphantly conducted into their country, but 
when they merited that honor by their conqueſt. 
On the contrary, when I conſider the meaning of | 
the term J/elaftic, I am ſtrongly inclined to be. 
lieve, that the time of their public entry is to be 
alone conſidered. T hey likewiſe petition to be al. 
lowed the prize you give at thoſe combats which 
you haye made Iſelaſtic, tho they were conquerors | 
before that eſtabliſhment took place : for it is byt 
reaſonable, they aſſert, that they ſhould receive 
their rewards in this caſe; as they are deprived of I 
them at thoſe games which have been diveſted of 
the honor of being Iſelaſtic, ſince their victories. 
But I am extremely doubtful, whether a retroſpect 3 
ſhould be admitted in this caſe, and a reward given | 
; Lich they had no right at the rm me gained 3 
the W 


a D 8 3 
— are called Lſelaſtic, from the; Greek word | I 


ue, invebor, hecauſe the viftors, drawn by witite horſes, W 
And wearing crowns on their heads, were conducted with great MW 


pomp into their reſpective cities, Whiß the entered through Y 

Fat in the walls made de dee. b 
Plutarck obſerves, chat a 0 whichs duved:{uch able and 
victorious Citizens, had little oy Eu he desde of walls. 2X 
{ Catanceus. They received ally annually a certain hogorad! 2 
1 Ga From 1 the public. 4 


intimating, 22 


ſes, 
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to directe wy judgment in theſe paints, by explain- | 
ing the intention of your own ee. 


L E T T E R CXX.. Tae 10 Pier. 
T HE reward Propoſed to. | the conqueror in 


3 


1 lite, ought che prizes to be extended 
backwards to thoſe who conquered there before 
that alteration took Place. As to the plea v which 
theſe Athletic combatants urge, that they ought to 
receive the Iſelaſtic Prize at thoſe combats which 


| have been mide Iſelaſtic after their conqueſts, as 
they are denied it in the ſame cafe Where the games 


have ceaſed to be Þ; ; proves z nothing it in their 
favor: ſince, notwithſtan ing any change which | 
has been made relating to theſe games, They g 
not called upon to return the recompence w ch 


they received * to ſuch e n ed 


8 


L E T T E K cxxl. 'To the Empiter Tux. 


Have never, Sir, accommodated any perſon 
with an order * for ' polt-chaiſes, or made: uſe of 
them upon 5 occaſion but i in e affairs. * 
2 * 2 Bigge find 


. ed 


2 See Let. xiv, ef dis en. an 1 the . N 
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find myſelf however at preſent under a ſort of ne. 
ceſſity of breaking thro this fixed rule. My wife 
having received an account of her ® grandfather 
death, and being defirous to wait upon her * aun: 
with all poſſible expedition, I thought it would be 
unkind to deny her the uſe of this, privilege; 2 
the grace of ſo tender an office conſiſts in the early 
Ae of it, and, as 1 well knew a Journey 
your ne ech 1 ſhould. think myſelf highly 

ungrateful therefore, were I to diſemble, that 
among other great obligations whichT owe to your 
indulgence, I have this in particular, that, i in conk- 
dence of, your favor I have ventured to do without 
conſulting you, what would have been too lat had 
I waited for your conſent. . 


* 3 > S > 
Fa : ' 
> 5 — 


K aal to Piu. 


L E T T E R cxxlI. 
* OU did me "po my dear W by con- 
fiding in my affection towards you. Without 

doubt, if you had waited for my conſent to for 
ward your wife in her journey by means of thoſe 
warrants which 1 have entruſted to your care, the 
uſe of them would not have anſwered your pur- 
poſe; ſince it was proper this viſit to her aunt 
ſhould have the additional recommendation, of | 
being paid with all poſſible 8 . 1 
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